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President Donald Trump has called
for a mid-decade census that would
exclude undocumented immigrants.
EVELYN HOCKSTEIN/REUTERS

New census
may have
impact on
’26 election

Trump’s plan could curb
blue wave in House race

Erin Mansfield
USA TODAY

President Donald Trump an-
nounced his intention to “immediately
begin work on a new” census, raising
questions about whether the plan
would be constitutional and how it
would affect the partisan makeup of
Congress.

His announcement came amidst
Texas Republicans’ efforts to perform
an unusual mid-decade redrawing of
congressional maps, which are nor-
mally drawn after the census deter-
mines the number of seats in each
state’s delegation at the beginning of
each new decade.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and the
GOP-led state legislature hope to add
up to five new seats for their party by
redistricting, prompting proposals for
Democratic states to redraw their con-
gressional maps in retaliation.

“The Republicans are so
desperate at this point
to forestall what’s likely
going to happen in 2026.”
Michael P. McDonald

Political science professor
at the University of Florida

Trump’s Aug. 7 social media post
said a new survey should be taken
“pbased on modern day facts and fig-
ures and, importantly, using the re-
sults and information gained from the
Presidential Election of 2024,” and
that people “who are in our Country
illegally WILL NOT BE COUNTED IN
THE CENSUS.”

USA TODAY has reached out to the
White House for comment. Neither the
U.S. Census Bureau nor the Commerce
Department responded to requests for
comment.

“I think you would have to see, at
some point, do things start moving?”
said Shawn Donahue, a political sci-
ence professor at the University at
Buffalo. “Is it something that is more of
just a press release, or is there some-
thing that the Commerce Department
is going to start doing?”

The U.S. Constitution calls for the
census to be conducted every 10 years,
and in years that end in zero, most

See CENSUS, Page 6A
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Experts: No manipulation
of data in jobs downgrade

SCOTT KINSER/USA TODAY NETWORK
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A $2B NHL
team seized
control of

~ youth hockey

Texas parents confront ice bully

Kenny Jacoby usA TODAY

isa Bry expected a standard meet-and-greet when

she visited the manager of the local ice rink. e

Instead, she says that a front-office executive for a

$2 billion National Hockey League team threat-

ened her. ¢ Bry had just been elected president of Frisco Ice

Hockey Association, a nonprofit hockey club for middle and

high school students in Frisco, Texas. One of its board’s first

actions under her leadership was to cancel the contracts of

two coaches who had received dismal reviews from parent

feedback surveys.

But at the April 2023 meeting,
Bry said Dallas Stars executive
Keith Andresen told her that the
Stars, which ran the rink where
the club practices, wanted those
coaches to stay.

His next words are seared in
her memory:

“Let me remind you where you
get your ice from.”

Andresen later said he did not
use those words. To Bry, though,
the implication was clear: Unless
the club gave the coaches their
jobs back, the Stars could stop let-
ting its six teams practice in their
rinks. She couldn’t understand
why an NHL team would strong-
arm a youth hockey club over a
personnel matter and hold its
kids’ ability to play hostage.

The Stars, she soon learned,
had operated that way for years.

See HOCKEY, Page 2A

ILLUSTRATION BY ANDREA BRUNTY/
USA TODAY; GETTY IMAGES

Lisa Bry is
the former
president of
the Frisco
Ice Hockey
Association,
a nonprofit
hockey club
for middle
and high
school students in the Dallas
area. MICHAEL MULVEY FOR USA TODAY

ABOUT THIS SERIES

This is part of a USA TODAY
investigative series about the
Dallas Stars and their influence
over youth hockey in Texas.

Coming Aug. 12

Part 2 examines how the Stars’
monopoly on ice rinks allows
them to threaten parents who
speak out and to dominate the
nonprofit that makes decisions
for youth hockey in Texas.

Shedeur
Sanders
shakes up
QB room

Column: Cleveland rookie
dazzles in preseason
game against Panthers,
adding intrigue to the
Browns’ quarterback
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Dems see
pressures
of exodus
unfolding

Texas lawmakers juggle
lives to fight redrawing

Phillip M. Bailey
USA TODAY

A child starting kindergarten is a
milestone most American families
wouldn’t dare miss, but it’'s one John
Bucy will be absent from this month
when one of his daughters takes a first
step in her education.

The 41-year-old Texas state legisla-
tor, whose district includes parts of
northern Austin, is among the more
than 50 Democratic lawmakers
who’ve fled the Lone Star State to
thwart President Donald Trump’s ef-
fort to protect his razor-thin Republi-
can majority in Congress. He packed
his suitcase to be gone for 30 days -
maybe longer.

“It makes me scared. It makes me
sad,” Bucy said in an interview about
his self-imposed exodus from his fam-
ily. “I want to be a part of their lives ev-
ery chance that I can. But what scares
me more is if I'm not here, if they grow
up and things are worse off in this
country because we didn't stop this
gerrymandering.”

Bucy is staying at an undisclosed
hotel in Illinois while he and his fellow

See EXODUS, Page 3A

State representative:
‘Try to talk to everybody’

Why this Democrat stayed in Texas to
battle the GOP redistricting plan. 3A

Julien Robert Post-Melbye holds
a wooden object found among
the melting glaciers in Norway.
PROVIDED BY SECRETS OF THE ICE

Climate change
is unearthing
history hidden
in seas, glaciers

Karissa Waddick
USA TODAY

When a violent winter storm pum-
meled a small Scottish island in Febru-
ary 2024, it unearthed buried treasure
— a strange wooden beam found near
the ocean’s edge.

It belonged to an 18th-century Lon-
don whaling ship called the Earl of
Chatham, which crashed during an ex-
pedition to the Arctic in 1788.

If it weren’t for climate change, the
wreckage might never have been re-
covered. Those who worked for more
than a year to identify the Earl of Chat-
ham credited an increase in stormy
weather and new, unusual wind pat-
terns for its discovery. The accelerat-
ing transformation of the coastline,
known as the “cradle of shipwrecks,”
could lead to similar finds, they say.

Such discoveries are happening in

See ARCHAEOLOGY, Page 6A
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Continued from Page 1A
The Dallas Stars’ monopoly

Unlike the NFL, NBA and MLB, a
handful of NHL teams are intimately in-
volved in running the youth levels of
sports in their regions — perhaps none
more than the Stars. In Dallas, the Stars
spent decades turning what was once
seen as a community good into a lucra-
tive arm of their for-profit enterprise.

Stars executives addressed some of
USA TODAY’s questions in a 35-minute
interview and emailed statements, but
left other questions unanswered.

“We’re really proud of everything we
built here, and we’re committed to con-
tinuing to grow hockey in the communi-
ty and across the state,” said Dan Stu-
chal, the Stars’ chief operating officer.
“We’ve become the model for all non-
traditional NHL markets that both the
NHL and USA Hockey continually point
to in terms of how to grow the game be-
cause that’s the focus for everybody.”

At a time of increasing commercial-
ization of youth sports nationally, hock-
ey is particularly vulnerable to capture
by corporate interests. Whereas base-
ball and soccer fields, tennis and bas-
ketball courts are ubiquitous in parks
and schools, fewer than 3,000 ice hock-
ey rinks exist across the United States,
largely because running them is so ex-
pensive.

The Stars capitalized on that dynam-
ic by building an ice empire. They con-
vinced seven local municipalities to
spend tens of millions of taxpayer dol-
lars building rinks that the Stars run and
profit from. Their ownership group
bought up three more. Along the way, at
least eight other independent ice hock-
ey rinks went out of business. Now, ev-
ery level of amateur hockey in North
Texas, from preschoolers to adults, runs
through the state’s NHL team.

By monopolizing the ice, the Stars ef-
fectively control the pathways by which
young players advance to the sport’s
highest stages. Knowing most local
hockey families have nowhere else to go,
the Stars impose their will by reminding
parents that they can block the pathway
for any kid.

The Stars regularly raise prices on
their services while diminishing their
quality. They repeatedly retaliate
against people they perceive as threats,
from coaches who defect to other rinks
to parents who criticize them on Face-
book. By stacking the regional USA
Hockey governing body that regulates
the sport with their own executives, the
Stars all but ensured no one would
stand in their way.

USA TODAY spoke to more than 100
hockey parents, coaches, players, busi-
ness owners and current and former
Stars employees and reviewed hun-
dreds of pages of property records, busi-
ness filings, contracts, tax returns, court
records, emails and internal docu-
ments. Together, they reveal how the
Stars bullied a community on their path
to profiting off a youth sport.

“I had no clue what I was getting
into,” Bry told USA TODAY. “If I have an
issue or grievance, there is no process
for me because they control everything.”

Delivering on their threat

In the face of Andresen’s threat, Bry
stood her ground. The club did not re-
new the two coaches’ contracts. Emails,
meeting audio, internal documents and
dozens of interviews detail what hap-
pened next.

That summer, the Stars informed all
two-dozen local high school hockey
clubs that the NHL team would be tak-
ing over their operations. No longer
would the clubs set and collect their
own fees, negotiate their own practice
ice time, hire and pay their own coach-
es, or sign sponsors without the Stars’
approval. All players would now pay the
Stars directly. All coaches would now be
Stars hires and employees.

Immediately, the Stars imposed a
new fee structure that raised registra-
tion fees for many players while reduc-
ing the number of ice hours teams got.
All teams would now get two preseason
games - one fewer than in years past —
and no more than one hour of practice
ice a week. The Stars later reduced the
regular-season schedule from 18 games
to16. That’s less than half the number of
weekly ice hours that USA Hockey’s

Starcenter and Multisport Rates
2025-26
I
STARCENTERS ]
Descrintion 202425  2025-26
Rack Rate Hourly Rate  Hourly Rate Increase  Notes
el Eicaie § 55000 § 600.00 9.09%
_Trmsml. Events § 40000 5  400.00 0.00%
s S 47500 §  500.00 2
Dallas Stars Toumaments : o Siztn
gl § 40000 5§  400.00 0.00%
nal Toumaments $ 45000 $ 45000 0.00%
College Teams - Game $ 47500 §  500.00 5.26%
College Teams - Praciice $ 42500 5 450.00 5.88%
High School Teams § 47500 § 500,00 5.26%
Pra Time § 9000 § 9000 0%
Open Hockey $ 2000 § 2200  10.00%
Cuiling - Bonspiel $ 40000 § 42500 6.25% Single event per yaar
Curling - Corporate $ 35000 §  375.00 7.14% Woskdays only sround noon
Curling § 45000 § 475.00 5.56%
Figure Skating - Compelition § 47500 §  500.00 5.26%
Figure Skating - Test Session $ 47500 $  500.00 5.26%
Public Skating § 1500 $ 17.00 13.33%
Skate Rental $ 500 $ 5.00 0.00%
Public Skating Annual Pass $ 50000 §  500.00 0.00%
Public Skaling Monthiy Pass $ 10000 $ 10000 0.00%
Public Skating Group Rates
1025 § 1800 5 2000 1111%
2649 § 1600 $ 1800  1250%
s+ § 1400 § 1600  1429%
Sirthday Parties Party Zone $ 20000 $ 24900  1672%
Birthday Parties Room Rental $ 34000 $  390.00  14.33%
' Bithday Parties Addltional Guest $§ 1500 3 2000  3333%
Adult Rookies Bag $ 29900 $ 349.00 16.72% Includes 2 Free Clesses
unior Roakies Bag $ 27500 §  289.00 8.73% lncludes 2 Free Classes
Little Rookies Bag i § 22500 § 24900  10.67% fncludes 2 Free Classes
Flgure Skating - Freestyle Walk On 1HR $§ 200§ 2 0.00%
Figure Skating - Freestyle Walk On 1/2 HR $§ 1800 §  18.00 0.00%
Figure Skating - Freestyle Punch 1/2 HR $ 10.00 § 10.00 0.00%
Figure Skating - Coach Staff 1 HR 1 12.00 $ 12.00 0.00%
Figure Skaling - Coach Staff 1/2 HR 3 600 § .00 0.00%
Figure Skating - Coach Non - Staff 1 HR $ 2400 § 24.00 0.00%
Figure Skating - Coach Non -Staff 1/2 HR $ 1200 $ 12.00 0.00%
PREP League § 14900 § 17800  2013%
PREP To DSMHL $ 39900 $ 49900  25.06% Price could
DSMHL 6U § 129900 § 99900  -23.08% 1lfess praciice perweek, cros
DSMHL 8U § 129900 $ 139900  T7.70% Hafice gomes
DSMHL 10U-14U $ 129900 § 1239900  TIO%

An internal document shared by a Dallas Stars employee, who spoke to USA
TODAY on the condition of anonymity because the person is not authorized
to speak publicly and fears retribution, shows how the Stars raised prices
on many of their rinks' services this year. PROVIDED TO USA TODAY

= _ bt
The Stars partnered with the City of
Mansfield in 2016 to build an ice rink
and event space. PROVIDED BY PARENTS
OF YOUTH HOCKEY PLAYERS IN TEXAS AND
OKLAHOMA

American Development Model recom-
mends for teens to improve.

Bry and the other club leaders were
stunned. The Stars stripped the clubs of
their agency, practically overnight. The
Stars reinstated the two coaches. And
there was nothing Bry or the club lead-
ers could do — because the Stars con-
trolled the ice.

Andresen told USA TODAY that the
Stars made the changes to level the
playing field for high school teams
across the region, charge each player the
same price, pay each coach the same
amount, and protect coaches from club
leaders with axes to grind. Under the
new structure, he said, most coaches
got pay bumps, and most players ended
up paying less in the first year. As for the
two coaches, he said the Stars felt they
deserved to stay because they had
strong track records and had not violat-
ed any rules.

Of all the clubs, the changes hurt the
Frisco Ice Hockey Association the most.
The Stars’ contract with the City of Fris-
co to manage the city-owned rink re-
quires them to give the club a minimum
0f104 ice hours each year free of charge.
After the takeover, however, the Stars
stopped honoring that agreement.

For the next two years, families in the
association were collectively billed tens
of thousands of dollars for ice they were
supposed to get free, Bry said. She and
other club leaders reported the apparent
breach of contract to City of Frisco lead-
ers, whose emails show they met with
the Stars in March to discuss it.

As of July, the Stars agreed to give
overbilled families a discount toward
future seasons, city officials confirmed.
Families like Bry’s, whose kids no longer
play, will get refunds of $312 for each
season overcharged — a figure she be-
lieves falls well short of what they lost.

A taxpayer-subsidized empire

In the business of amateur hockey,
ice is power. In the Dallas-Fort Worth
metroplex, the Stars amassed almost all
of it.

The Stars inked a deal to buy their
first rink in Texas in 1993, the year the

franchise relocated to Dallas from Min-
nesota. The team needed a place to
practice, so they bought the only full-
sized rink in the state. They renamed it
“StarCenter.”

Hockey wasn’t big in Texas at the
time. But playoff runs in five of the Stars’
first six seasons there spawned a wave
of interest. Kids and adults signed up in
droves for the StarCenter’s recreational
leagues and competitive teams.

By 1999, the Stars had competition.
At least nine other privately owned
rinks in the metroplex were running
their own hockey programs to accom-
modate the growing demand. The Stars
looked to grow their footprint.

Over the next decade, the NHL team
cut deals with five cities to build new
StarCenters using public money.

City contracts lay out the details. The
cities each put up around $10 million or
more up front to build the rinks. Once
built, they leased the rinks exclusively
to the Stars, who agreed to repay the cit-
ies in rent payments over 20 to 30 years.
In theory, the cities would eventually
get their up-front costs back, while the
Stars would keep the profits.

The Stars continued expanding
when Tom Gaglardi, a Canadian hotel
and restaurant magnate, bought the
Stars franchise in 2011 for $240 million.

His company, Northland Develop-
ments, bought two privately owned
rinks months apart in 2014. The Stars
partnered with the City of Mansfield in
2016 to build a 78,000-square-foot ice
rink and event space that cost residents
more than $20 million, city invoices
show, after the Stars blew through the
original budget.

Today, the Stars run eight of the 11
full-sized ice-rink facilities within 150
miles of downtown Dallas — and are still
growing. In 2024, they partnered with
the Town of Northlake to build another
taxpayer-funded StarCenter, which is
under construction. They are in discus-
sions with the City of Forney to build
what could be their 10th rink.

The use of public money to bring ice
to Dallas helped roughly triple the num-
ber of people registered with USA Hock-
ey to play in Texas. At the same time, it
crushed the competition and concen-
trated almost all the market power in a
region of 8 million people into the hands
of one for-profit company.

“We have the expertise, we have the
staff, we have the resources to bring the
best-quality hockey facilities and pro-
gramming to the entire marketplace,”
said Stuchal, the Stars’ chief operating
officer. “I can’t speak to other business-
es that have come into play here, but
without our investment in growing the
sport here locally, there just wouldn’t be
the hockey landscape that exists today.”

The Stars, valued by Forbes at $2 bil-
lion, have shown their competitors little
mercy.

“We have to live within their world,”
said Frank Trazzera, who since 2007
has run a rink in Fort Worth called NY-
TEX Sports Centre. “They do a lot of

great things for hockey. Not all of them
have been inclusive of us.”

On multiple occasions, the Stars
have excluded teams that play at non-
Stars-run rinks from their leagues, frac-
turing what had long been community-
wide activities. Last year, the Stars
kicked NYTEX’s “house” teams - the
lowest level of youth competition — out
of their league after 15 years, forcing the
rink to form its own league with far few-
er players and teams.

The Stars readmitted NYTEX’s teams
to its house leagues for the upcoming
season. Trazzera said he believes the
Stars kicked out NYTEX’s teams be-
cause his rink ran spring programs that
competed with the Stars’ programs.

“They ended the relationship in a text
message,” Trazzera said. “We were out
with no discussion.”

More money, less ice

Instead of using their influence to
make a notoriously expensive sport
more accessible, the Stars used their
monopoly power to jack up prices.

Kat Pierce’s son played the 2024 sea-
son for his local high school team and a
competitive travel club, the McKinney
North Stars. She said she and her hus-
band spent about $30,000 on hockey
expenses last year alone.

Club and league fees — which cover
teams’ ice rental — cost about $9,000.
Another $8,000 went toward airfare,
hotels, rental cars, gas, and meals for
out-of-town games and tournaments.
The rest covered private camps, les-
sons, training, equipment and team ap-
parel.

Travel clubs that rent Stars ice have
steadily paid more money for the same
or fewer ice hours, tax returns and fi-
nancial disclosures show. In six years,
the Stars increased the price they
charge travel clubs for ice from $375 to
$500 an hour.

Ice costs for the McKinney North
Stars’ nine teams increased from
$350,000 to $425,000 from 2017 to
2022, tax returns show. Its average team
now receives 79 practice ice hours per
year, down from 97 eight years ago.

Registration fees for Stars tourna-
ments have similarly ballooned. In five
years, the team price for the Stars’ annu-
al Labor Day tournament increased
from $1,695 to $2,295. That doesn’t in-
clude mandatory hotel bookings, from
which the Stars get kickbacks.

Even private lessons — all but re-
quired for young players who want to
advance in the sport — have exceeded
some families’ reach.

A one-hour private lesson with a
coach and four kids used to cost each
family around $55, multiple parents
told USA TODAY. That jumped to be-
tween $75 and $100 per kid after the
Stars more than doubled their minimum
cut per lesson. Under the new fee struc-
ture, one-on-one lessons can run up-
ward of $200.

As ice goes, Dallas isn't necessarily
more expensive than other parts of the
country where one company controls
much of the ice. Ice is cheaper in states
like Minnesota and Michigan, where the
competition is robust and many rinks
are community-owned and run.

Rising energy costs explain part of
the Stars’ regular price increases, said
Grant Juengling, treasurer of the Dallas
Penguins travel club - but families bear
the brunt of it.

“We go through various levels of frus-
tration, acceptance and frustration
again with the Stars,” he said. “We are
very mindful of reminding them that
there’s only so much that we can do. It’s
very much a tenant-landlord relation-
ship.”

Stuchal acknowledged the hardships
that price hikes cause families. He said
the Stars are not immune to rising costs,
either, and that the organization’s lead-
ers came to each decision to raise prices
“very cautiously and thoughtfully.”

“Everything has gotten more expen-
sive; it’s just the economy we live in
right now,” Stuchal said. “We’re really
just trying to keep this thing afloat and
keep things moving in a positive direc-
tion.”

Pierce and her husband struggle to
make ends meet. Medical ailments have
prevented her from working consistent-
ly, she said. Her husband works a full-
time job and makes side income from
refereeing and donating plasma.

“We live hand-to-mouth,” Pierce
said. “It’s a huge struggle just to keep
your kid’s dreams alive.”
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Texas Democrat goes it alone — again

Raymond stays behind to
fight redistricting effort

Rick Jervis
USA TODAY

AUSTIN - State Rep. Richard Pefia
Raymond, a South Texas Democrat, has
spent the past week prowling near-
empty halls in the Texas state Capitol,
talking to any Republican lawmaker
who would listen and trying to avert a
U.S. Supreme Court showdown.

On the nearby House floor, Republi-
can lawmakers maneuvered to try to
launch a rare mid-decade redistricting
effort. They've drawn up a new map of
U.S. House districts that could give the
GOP five more seats and help the party
maintain control of the narrowly divid-
ed chamber.

Most of Raymond’s Democratic col-
leagues left Texas in an attempt to bust
the quorums needed for the legislature
to pass the measure. But he stayed be-
hind, trying to cajole, convince, pres-
sure, or plead his way out of the crisis.

For Raymond, it’s déja vu all over
again.

In 2003, when Texas Republican law-
makers again tried to redraw districts
outside the norms of the once-a-decade
process that follows each new Census,
Raymond was on the redistricting com-
mittee and became an ardent voice of
the opposition. When the measure
passed, he was named as a plaintiffin a
lawsuit that ultimately ended in front of
the U.S. Supreme Court.

This time, he said, the stakes are
even higher.

“2003 was a big deal. We went
through a lot,” Raymond, 64, told USA
TODAY from his first-floor office at the
Capitol. “I could see that that was histo-
ry-making, and what's going on right
now will be history-making.”

Midterm battle prompts
Texas showdown

The current showdown began when
President Donald Trump and White
House officials urged Texas Republican
leaders to redraw voting maps to add
five new Republican-friendly seats to
the U.S. House of Representatives. State
Democrats traveled to Illinois — some

Texas Rep. Richard Peiia Raymond, a
Democrat from Laredo, stayed behind
while many of his colleagues fled to
break up a quorum. RICK JERVIS/USA TODAY

even to New York and Massachusetts —
to prevent Republicans from reaching
the two-thirds quorum in the 150-mem-
ber legislature needed to conduct busi-
ness.

If Texas Republicans succeed in add-
ing five GOP seats to the U.S. House, the
Trump-friendly chamber could allow
the president to continue one of the
most aggressive and disruptive agendas
in modern presidential history. A Demo-
cratic majority in January 2027 opens
the door to congressional investiga-
tions, legislative paralysis - even a third
impeachment.

Gov. Greg Abbott has threatened to
arrest the absent lawmakers and the
Justice Department of Justice has said
it will also try to track down the AWOL
representatives. And on Aug. 8, Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton asked the
state Supreme Court to oust 13 Demo-
cratic lawmakers from office over their
absence from the Capitol, arguing they
abandoned their seats when they fled
the state.

The GOP's Texas power play has set
off aredistricting arms race as blue state
leaders move to create more Democrat-
ic-leaning House seats to counter Tex-
as, and lawmakers in other red states,
including Indiana and Missouri, consid-
er joining the fray. Vice President JD
Vance met with Indiana lawmakers on
Aug. 7, reportedly to urge them to re-
draw maps and Florida Republican
leaders have said they, too, will form a

committee to begin redrawing districts.

In 2003, Texas Republicans also tried
to redraw maps three years after Census
data was released, prompting state
Democrats to retreat to a Holiday Inn in
Oklahoma, just over the state line from
Texas and out of reach of troopers who
could force them to return.

Raymond fought the bill in commit-
tee, then joined his colleagues in Okla-
homa. During committee hearings, he
was at times the lone Democrat, object-
ing to Republican motions and grilling
witnesses about the legality and fair-
ness of gerrymandering maps for parti-
san gain. His goal was to get his com-
ments and questions - and their replies
- on the official record.

“‘Just really putting them through the
ringer to build the court record,” he re-
membered. “I was very, very involved in
it, from the beginning to the end.”

Lawmakers ultimately approved the
new maps. But lawsuits were filed and
the case wound up in the U.S. Supreme
Court. A 5-4 decision upheld the Texas
redistricting plan but ruled part of it vio-
lated the Voting Rights Act by diluting
the voting power of Latino voters. A pro-
posal to split Laredo, Raymond’s home-
town, in half was removed.

“It was a 50-50 victory, but a victory
nonetheless,” he said.

‘Try to talk to everybody’

On Aug. 8, Raymond walked the short
distance from his first-floor office to the
second-floor House chamber. He
wound his way around desks, chatting
with fellow lawmakers, both Democrat
and Republican, patting others on the
back, joking with others.

There’s a saying, he said, that’s pop-
ular in the Spanish-speaking border city
where he’s from: Hablando se entiende,
or “Speaking to each other, you're able to
understand each other.”

“I have always tried my whole career
to try to talk to everybody, get to know
everybody, all 149 other members,” he
said. “That hasn't changed.”

Raymond, a state lawmaker since
2001, is one of the more tenured Demo-
crats in the legislature. Known as a
moderate, he represents a heavily La-
tino district that fans out for several
square miles from Laredo along the
U.S.-Mexico border and is home to

about 183,000 residents.

Last year, Trump managed a near
sweep of Texas border counties, tradi-
tionally a Democratic stronghold, win-
ning 14 of the 18 counties on or near the
border, including Webb County, which
includes Laredo.

Trump’s wins along the border were
the biggest for a presidential candidate
in three decades, outpacing those by
native Texan George W. Bush when he
won the governorship in 2004.

The border’s shifting allegiances
make it politically risky for representa-
tives of those districts to align too close-
ly with national Democratic figures,
such as Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, who is
essentially harboring the Texas Demo-
crats, said Mark Jones, a Rice University
political scientist.

It’s no coincidence, Jones said, that
five of the six Democrats who stayed be-
hind last week were from border dis-
tricts in South Texas. Raymond, who is
up for reelection next year, also likely
prefers to keep his distance, he said.

Republicans in Texas appear to be fo-
cused on keeping the new redistricting
maps unchanged, Jones said, despite
the efforts of Raymond or anyone else.

“The idea you can stay behind and
get maps drawn to be less impactful on
Democratic representation is very un-
likely,” he said.

Raymond acknowledged he’s faced
with a herculean task. His deepest fear,
he said, is that the issue will again end
up before the Supreme Court - this time
with a court much more malleable to the
GOP agenda.

Still, he’ll keep trying. When it gets to
feel overwhelming, he said, he tries to
remind himself that other members
equally love their country and state —
and are trying to make it better.

“I recognize that we won't always
agree on how we get there, but I don't
ever doubt that,” Raymond said. “I al-
ways start from that common place.”

The session on Aug. 8 was brief: Eight
minutes gavel to gavel. House Speaker
Dustin Burrows, a Republican, recog-
nized there still wasn’t a quorum, chas-
tised the missing members and ad-
journed until Aug. 11.

Moments after Burrows gaveled the
meeting to a close, Raymond began talk-
ing to other lawmakers.

Contributing: Zac Anderson
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Democrats continue to block their Re-
publican colleagues from conducting
official business back in Austin, such as
the rare mid-decade redrawing of their
state’s maps that define congressional
district boundaries. He said he’s still in
touch with his legislative staff, who are
keeping up with constituents and con-
necting them to state agencies.

Texas is a part-time legislature with a
$7,200 annual salary, so like many
members, Bucy has a regular job run-
ning a statewide organization that pro-
vides athletic, academic and arts com-
petitions for charter school students.

Other Texas colleagues who aren’t
able to work remotely say they are jug-
gling their personal lives, too, amid a
partisan firestorm that is spilling over
into other Republican and Democratic-
controlled states ahead of the Novem-
ber 2026 midterm election campaign.

Texas state Rep. Donna Howard said
she had to take her grandson along
when she left town. Baker, 4, has one
parent in recovery and another who
isn’'t in the picture. He’s since become a
“mascot” for the Democratic legislators
at the hotel who have volunteered to
help watch him when she speaks with
constituents, conducts media inter-
views or when she needs time alone.

“It is a village and my village is step-
ping up to support me with my grand-
child,” said Howard, 73, whose district
includes parts of southern Austin. “I
can’t tell you how many people I don’t
even normally work with on things who
have come up and said, ‘Can I take him
for a little bit and go throw the ball?’ So
he’s kind of like ‘King of the Hill' in a lot
of ways.”

Texas Dems resist ‘headache
factor’ but for how long?

USA TODAY spoke with more than a
dozen Texas Democrats at the center of
the national tug-of-war who are facing
$500-per-day fines, plus sharp rebukes
from Trump and his allies.

They have made arrangements to se-
cure extended child care. They have re-
quested longer-than-expected work ab-
sences and found new locations for ag-
ing loved ones who require 24-hour
caretakers. But they also said living in
close quarters has an upside: their rela-

tionships and team-building have im-
proved with activities such as daily ex-
ercise groups.

“Pack a toothbrush. Pack hair spray
because hey, this could go on for a while
and you got to be ready for it,” said Dem-
ocratic Rep. Ann Johnson, an attorney
who represents parts of Houston.

Johnson, 50, participated in the last
Texas quorum break orchestrated by
Democrats in 2021, when they fled to
Washington, DC, to resist the GOP tight-
ening the state’s election rules. She said
she was more prepared this time, but
added that this fight is a more stressful
and significant situation given the
Trump administration’s pressure.

“They’ll continue to try to break us,
but I actually feel, unlike 2021, there’s a
really strong coalition here,” Johnson
said. “There’s a drastic difference ... now
the threats are so much harsher, they're
so much more significant, and the risk
of what we lose if we are not successful
is really large.”

Republicans are also doing their part
to stymie the Democrats’ political ef-
forts, not to mention making their per-
sonal lives uncomfortable.

Three-term Texas GOP Gov. Greg Ab-
bott has threatened to arrest and expel
the missing Democrats from the legisla-
ture. The state’s Republican attorney
general, Ken Paxton, filed an Aug. 8 law-
suit seeking to get 13 of them removed
from office. The FBI is also helping with
the search for the lawmakers, according
to U.S. Sen. Jon Cornyn, a Texas Repub-
lican facing his own 2026 primary chal-
lenge from Paxton and who made the re-
quest for help.

“A lot of people are demanding they
come back,” Trump told reporters on
Aug. 5. “You can’t just sit it out. You have
to go back.”

In suburban Chicago, an Aug. 6 bomb
threat at the hotel where some of the
Texas Democratic legislators have been
staying woke them from sleep with a
blaring siren echoing through the halls
every 30 seconds. It forced an evacua-
tion of the building and took about two
hours before guests were allowed back
inside, several lawmakers told USA TO-
DAY.

Many of the Democrats said the
bomb threat marks a turning point, and
made them think of officials being tar-
geted in other states, such as in Minne-
sota, where an alleged gunman shot two
state lawmakers and their spouses at
their homes in June, killing one of the
couples.

“We have people who are threatening
our lives, threatening our families’ lives
by exposing us,” said state Rep. Chris-
tian Manuel, 38, whose district covers
an eastern portion of the state that in-
cludes Beaumont, Texas.

Manuel, who is Black, helps take care
of his 95-year-old grandmother and re-
mains in contact with family members.
Living an hour outside of Jasper, Texas,
where a Black man named James Byrd
was dragged to death by confirmed
white supremacists in 1998, he said the
bomb threat at the Illinois hotel remind-
ed him of the potential danger.

“My family is aware,” Manuel said.
“We are all on alert.”

For many of the absconding Demo-
crats, these incidents have hardened
their resolve to resist what progressive
critics say are Trump and Abbott’s at-
tempts to change the math in their favor
for the upcoming 2026 midterms.

Texas state Rep. Jolanda Jones, who
represents parts of Houston, went viral
this week after she slammed Abbott’s
attempt to have the legislators return.
She was also embroiled in controversy
for comparing the redistricting plan to
the Holocaust in an Aug. 5 interview on
“The Don Lemon Show,” for which she
later apologized.

Jones said she serves as her mother’s
primary caregiver and that other rela-
tives and neighbors back home have
stepped up to help, but that she remains
worried about her mother’s well-being,
given Jones’ high visibility.

“My mother can’t live by herself —
that’s the bottom line. So me deciding to
quorum break was a big deal,” Jones, 59,
who is running for a Houston-based
seat in Congress, told USA TODAY. “I
don’t know what would happen to my
mom if she opened the door and, would
they barge in, what would they do? I'm
absolutely concerned.”

Dems hope to frame Texas battle
as flood victims vs. Trump’s whims

Experts warn the endgame of the
quorum break looks bleak for Demo-
crats, even as the national party and lib-
eral activists say they believe the fight
could be an inflection point against the
Trump administration.

“They walked out to stop Republi-
cans from hijacking our democracy,”
said Christina Harvey, executive direc-
tor of Stand Up America, a left-leaning
voting rights group that has been run-
ning ads on social media and TV to mo-

bilize its members against the redis-
tricting efforts.

The Texas special session is sched-
uled to end Aug. 19, and Democratic leg-
islators say they’re committed to stay-
ing away from Austin for the long haul.
But Abbott can also keep convening leg-
islators, over and over, legal and politi-
cal experts say, while applying legal and
law enforcement pressure until the Re-
publican-controlled legislature gets
what it wants.

The governor is adding a “headache
factor” for lawmakers, Mark Jones, a
professor of political science at Rice
University, told USA TODAY. Even if
none of Abbott’s efforts bear fruit, they
could lead to the need for the runaway
legislators to at least respond to a law-
suit and incur costs, lost time and extra
effort, he said.

Quorum breaks have been a tool used
by the minority party in Texas since
1870. Often, the move is more of a mes-
saging effort with little success in block-
ing the specific proposal, experts point
out. Texas rules say the House must
have two-thirds of its members, or 100
people, present to move forward. Of the
62 House Democrats, a few have re-
mained behind in Austin, meaning only
a handful need to be arm-twisted into
returning to the state for a quorum to be
restored and votes to proceed.

Jones, the Rice University professor,
said the roughly 50 legislators would
have to stay out of the state through the
end-of-year holidays and into the spring
of 2026 for their long-term strategy to
prevail.

Asked how long they can stay out of
Texas, many of the Democratic legisla-
tors pivot in their responses to hammer
the argument that Abbott is putting the
two-term Republican president’s de-
sires over a needed aid package for the
deadly flooding that submerged central
parts of the state in July.

For now, it’s unclear how the publicis
coming down on the Democrats’ fram-
ing of the fight.

A poll conducted by Texas-based Z to
A Research, a Democratic-aligned firm,
found that 63% of likely voters — includ-
ing 41% of Republican voters — believe
it’s unnecessary to be redrawing the
congressional district lines several
years before it typically happens. An
overwhelming majority of 94% said
they support funding flood warning sys-
tems and relief efforts, according to a
Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee memo.
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Mexican
president
rejects
cartel plan

Josh Meyer
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - Mexican Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum has ruled out
any U.S. military “invasion” into Mex-
ico following the Trump administra-
tion’s reported plans to use military
force against Latin American drug car-
tels.

“The United States is not going to
come to Mexico with the military,”
Sheinbaum said on Aug. 8 at her reg-
ular morning news conference. “We
co-operate, we collaborate, but there is
not going to be an invasion. That is
ruled out, absolutely ruled out.”

Sheinbaum’s comments are in re-
sponse to a New York Times report on
Aug. 8 that President Donald Trump
has ordered the U.S. military to target
transnational fentanyl traffickers who
use Mexico as a base of operations.

The Times said Trump had secretly
signed a directive to begin using mil-
itary force on foreign soil against car-
tels. In February, the United States
designated the Sinaloa Cartel and oth-
er Mexican drug cartels as global ter-
rorist organizations, which some ana-
lysts have warned could be a stepping
stone to such military action.

A U.S. official, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity, confirmed the
new directive to Reuters but said mil-
itary action against the designated
groups did not appear imminent and it
was unclear exactly what type of oper-
ations they would carry out.

Trump has long said publicly that
the United States would take unilater-
al military action if Mexico failed to
dismantle drug cartels. Sheinbaum, in
return, has pushed Trump to do more
to stop the flow of American-made
guns from the U.S. into Mexico.

Sheinbaum has made similar com-
ments before, including after a May 2
Wall Street Journal report that said
Trump was pressuring Mexico to allow
deeper U.S. military involvement
against drug cartels.

“In one of the calls, (Trump) said,
‘How can we help you fight drug traf-
ficking? I propose that the U.S. Army
comeinto help you, ” said Sheinbaum,
who was speaking at a university
event near Mexico City on May 2.

“And you know what I told him? No,
President Trump, the territory is sac-
rosanct, sovereignty is sacrosanct,
sovereignty is not for sale, sovereignty
is loved and defended,” Sheinbaum
said. While the two countries can col-
laborate, she said, “we will never ac-
cept the presence of the United States
military in our territory.”

“We can collaborate, we can work
together, but you can do it in your terri-
tory, we can do it in ours,” she said.

Trump reportedly considered mili-
tary action in Mexico during his first
term. His former defense secretary,
Mark Esper, wrote in his memoir that
Trump asked at least twice in 2020 if
the military could “shoot missiles into
Mexico to destroy drug labs.”

Esper wrote that he replied that it
would be illegal and an act of war.
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Blood clots inspire fear,
yet they are necessary

Timing and location
can prompt concern

Daryl Austin
USA TODAY

Blood clots are among the most
feared medical emergencies, and for
good reason. They can lead to heart
attacks, strokes and death. But not all
clots are dangerous. In fact, clotting
is a natural and often lifesaving bod-
ily function that helps stop bleeding
when we're injured. It's how a
scraped knee stops oozing and why a
minor cut doesn’t require a trip to the
emergency room.

The danger arises when clots form
in the wrong place or at the wrong
time. Here’s more about blood clots,
how they're typically treated and
how it feels when you have one, so
you can know when it’s time to worry.

What is a blood clot?

A blood clot is a gel-like clump of
blood components primarily made
up of platelets and fibrin that forms
to stop bleeding. “Fibrin is a protein
that forms a meshlike structure to
trap blood cells, and platelets are
small cell fragments that clump to-
gether and adhere to the mesh,” ex-
plains Fadi Shamoun, a cardiologist
and vascular medicine specialist at
Mayo Clinic.

Clots are meant to form when the
body signals for clotting in response
to an injury and then dissolve once
healing begins. But if a clot develops
inside a blood vessel without exter-
nal trauma, or if one forms appropri-
ately but doesn’t dissolve, it can pose
serious health risks.

Clots can form in either arteries
(arterial thrombosis) or veins (ve-
nous thromboembolism, or VTE).
“When clots form in the veins of the
body’s circulatory system, they often
develop in the legs and can travel to
the lungs, causing what’s known as a
pulmonary embolism,” says Shaline
Rao, a cardiologist at NYU Langone
Hospital, Long Island. Clots that
form in arteries, she adds, can cut off
blood flow to the heart or brain, lead-
ing to a heart attack or stroke.

“Low movement of blood can trig-
ger clotting,” Rao explains. This can
happen due to prolonged immobility,
recent surgery, smoking, cancer, hor-
mone therapy, pregnancy or inheri-
ted clotting disorders. Underlying
medical conditions such as atrial fi-
brillation also increase the risk, and
age can be another factor. This is be-
cause our blood tends to clot more

Clottingof our blood is a natural and often lifesaving bodily function

that helps stop bleeding when we’re injured. GETTY IMAGES

easily as we get older and blood
vessel walls become more prone to
damage.

How it feels

What a blood clot feels or looks
like depends on where it forms.
For example, deep vein thrombo-
sis which occurs in the legs, may
cause a heavy or cramping sensa-
tion - typically in just one leg — as
well as localized swelling (espe-
cially below the knee), tenderness
that worsens when walking or
standing, a visible lump or cord
under the skin and warmth or red-
ness in the area.

If a clot travels to the lungs or
heart, it can produce symptoms
similar to a heart attack.

These include sudden short-
ness of breath, nausea, sweating,
sharp chest pain, a rapid heart-
beat and “difficulty breathing,
painful coughing and sometimes
feeling lightheaded or faint,” says
Shamoun.

Clots that form in the brain
cause strokelike symptoms, in-
cluding “vision changes, slurring
of speech, sudden weakness on
one side of the body or even confu-
sion,” says Doris Chan, a cardiolo-
gist at NYU Langone Hospital in
Brooklyn.

While some clots produce dra-
matic symptoms, others are sub-
tle.

That’s why unexplained swell-
ing, pain, chest discomfort or
shortness of breath should always
prompt immediate medical atten-
tion.

Treating blood clots

When a blood clot is suspected,
imaging tools such as ultrasounds or
CT scans typically are used to con-
firm the diagnosis and start treat-
ment.

The most common treatment for
vein-related clots is anticoagulation,
which often is referred to as blood
thinning. This type of treatment
“prevents the clot from growing and
reduces the risk of new clots,” Sha-
moun says. Common blood thinners
include warfarin, heparin, apixaban,
rivaroxaban and dabigatran.

Clots in arteries are usually treat-
ed with antiplatelet agents such as
aspirin or clopidogrel, says Chan.

In more serious or high-risk cases
such as with strokes or pulmonary
embolisms, patients may require
more intensive clot-busting medica-
tions or minimally-invasive proce-
dures to remove the clot directly.
“And some hospitals are equipped
with devices that can suction out
clots or use tools to reopen blocked
arteries or veins,” Chan adds.

Supportive therapies like com-
pression stockings are often also rec-
ommended, especially for patients
with ongoing risk factors such as
cancer or heart disease.

Regardless of what treatment plan
is recommended, identifying the root
cause of the clot is key. Early detec-
tion and proper care can prevent
nearly every blood clot from becom-
ing an emergency. “The best advice is
if something feels off about your
body, it’s best to be seen by a doctor
quickly to have all treatment options
considered,” Rao says.

Zelenskyy rejects concessions after Trump floats land swap

Zac Anderson
and Francesca Chambers
USA TODAY

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy rejected territorial concessions
to Russia as part of a peace deal, speak-
ing out after President Donald Trump
said in advance of a planned meeting
with Russian President Vladimir Putin
that “swapping of territories” could be
part of an agreement to end the war.

“Ukrainians will not gift their land to
the occupier,” Zelenskyy said in a video
released on Aug. 9.

Trump and Putin are set to meet in
Alaska on Aug. 15 to discuss ending the
three-year conflict. The Trump admini-
stration has struggled to broker a peace
deal, with Trump increasingly lashing
out at Putin and threatening financial
repercussions if he doesn’'t come to the
table.

Trump said on Aug. 8 during a White
House event that both Russia and Uk-
raine would have to give up territory to
reach a deal.

“You are looking at territory that has
been fought over for 3.5 years,” Trump
said.

“We’re looking at that. But we're
looking at swapping.

“We’re going to get some back,” refer-
ring to Ukrainian territory occupied by
Russia. “We're going to get some
switched. There’ll be some swapping of
territories.”

Yet Zelenskyy is strongly opposing
ceding land to Russia and added in a se-
ries of social media posts on Aug. 9 that
the war “can’t be ended without us,
without Ukraine” and that any deci-
sions made “without Ukraine, are at the
same time decisions against peace.”

“They will not achieve anything,” Ze-
lenskyy added. “These are stillborn de-
cisions. They are unworkable deci-
sions.”

European leaders put out a state-
ment on Aug. 9 reiterating their support
for Ukraine ahead of Trump’s meeting
with Putin.

“The path to peace in Ukraine cannot
be decided without Ukraine,” reads the
statement from the leaders of France, It-
aly, Germany, Poland, Finland, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the European Union.
“We remain committed to the principle
that international borders must not be
changed by force.”

Talks have been floated for months
and were initially supposed to include
Zelenskyy, with Trump facilitating the
negotiations. When that didn't make

progress, Trump said on Aug. 7 that he
was willing to meet Putin without Ze-
lenskyy attending.

A White House official said Trump
still is open to a summit that includes
Zelenskyy, but the administration is fo-
cused on the meeting with Putin.

Then-President Joe Biden is the last
U.S. leader to meet with Putin, during a
2021 summit in Switzerland.

Trump and Putin met in Finland in
2018. Both meetings took place before
Russia launched its full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022.

Putin claims four Ukrainian regions —
Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson - as well as the Black Sea pen-
insula of Crimea, which he annexed in
2014. His forces do not fully control all
the territory in the four regions.

Trump’s meeting with Putin could be
a pivotal moment in his push for an end
to the Ukraine war.

He frequently has berated the Rus-
sian leader in recent months and is
threatening to impose new sanctions
and tariffs against Moscow and coun-
tries that buy its exports unless Putin
agrees to end the conflict, the deadliest
in Europe since World War Two.

But with the Putin-Trump summit
approaching, it is unclear whether those

sanctions will take effect, be delayed, or
canceled.

The administration took a step to-
ward punishing Moscow’s oil customers
on Aug. 6, imposing an additional 25%
tariff on goods from India over its im-
ports of Russian oil, marking the first fi-
nancial penalty aimed at Russia in
Trump’s second term.

Vice President JD Vance met with
U.K. Foreign Secretary David Lammy,
Ukrainian officials and national security
advisers from Europe on Aug. 9 at Che-
vening, the foreign secretary’s official
country house in Kent, England.

They discussed “a route to peace in
the conflict between Russia and Uk-
raine,” Vance said on social media.

Andriy Yermak, the head of the Office
of the President of Ukraine, thanked
Vance for participating in the discus-
sions and “respecting all points of view.”

“Our positions were clear: a reliable,
lasting peace is only possible with Uk-
raine at the negotiating table, with full
respect for our sovereignty and without
recognizing the occupation,” Yermak
said on social media.

“A ceasefire is necessary — but the
front line is not a border.”

Contributing: Lauren Villagran,
Swapna Venugopal Ramaswamy
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Moon phase
Waning gibbous
(86% illumination)

Looking northeast, peaking on Aug. 12 and 13

Cassiopeia

The Perseid meteors
will streak outward above
the constellation Perseus.
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Here’s where, when you
can get the best views

Janet Loehrke
USA TODAY

The Perseid meteor shower - one
of the best of the year, according
to NASA - treats stargazers to
plentiful bright meteors streaking
swiftly through the atmosphere
and colorful exploding fireballs. But
the celestial event will be
competing with the moon this year.

A waning gibbous moon will
reduce what we can see by at least
75% and only the brightest
meteors will be visible, according
to the American Meteor Shower
Society. People counting these
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“shooting stars” might see about 10
to 20 per hour instead of the typical
50 to 100.

The Perseid meteor shower,
among the most beautiful in the
Northern Hemisphere, is expected
to peak on the evenings of Aug. 12
and 13 and will be visible through
Aug. 23.

The best viewing times may be
after midnight and just before
dawn, although experts at Weather
Channel suggest going outside as
early as 10 p.m. ET.

The Perseid meteor shower is
formed when space debris from the
Swift-Tuttle comet - discovered by
American astronomers Lewis Swift
and Horace Tuttle in1862 —
interacts with our atmosphere.

Millions of Americans take the
supplement known as CoQI0.
It’s the coenzyme that supercharges
the “energy factories” in your cells
known as mitochondria. But there’s
a serious flaw that’s leaving millions
unsatisfied.

As you age, your mitochondria
break down and fail to produce
energy. In a revealing study, a team of
researchers showed that 95 percent of
the mitochondria in a 90-year-old man
were damaged, compared to almost
no damage in the mitochondria of a
5-year-old.

Taking CoQ10 alone is not enough
to solve this problem. Because as
powerful as CoQIl0 is, there’s one
critical thing it fails to do: it can’t
create new mitochondria to replace the
ones you lost.

And that’s bad news for Americans
all over the country. The loss of cellular
energy is a problem for the memory
concerns people face as they get older.

“We had no way of replacing lost
mitochondria until a recent discovery
changed everything,” says Dr. Al Sears,
founder and medical director of the
Sears Institute for Anti-Aging Medicine
in Palm Beach, Florida. “Researchers
discovered the only nutrient known
to modern science that has the
power to trigger the growth of new
mitochondria.”

Why Taking CoQ10 is Not Enough

Dr. Sears explains, “This new
discovery is so powerful, it can multiply
your mitochondria by 55 percent in just
a few weeks. That’s the equivalent of
restoring decades of lost brain power.”

This exciting nutrient — called PQQ
(pyrroloquinoline quinone) — is the
driving force behind a revolution in
aging. When paired with CoQ10, this
dynamic duo has the power to reverse
the age-related memory losses you
may have thought were beyond your
control.

Dr. Sears pioneered a new formula —
called Ultra Accel Q — that combines
both CoQ10 and PQQ to support
maximum cellular energy and the

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Popular CoQ10 Pills Leave Millions Wanting

Could this newly-discovered brain fuel solve America’s worsening memory crisis?

normal growth of new mitochondria.
Ultra Accel Q is the first of its kind to
address both problems and is already
creating huge demand.

In fact, demand has been so
overwhelming that inventories
repeatedly sell out. But a closer look
at Ultra Accel Q reveals there are good
reasons why sales are booming.

Science Confirms the
Many Benefits of PQQ

The medical journal Biochemical
Pharmacology reports that PQQ is up to
5,000 times more efficient in sustaining
energy production than common
antioxidants. With the ability to keep
every cell in your body operating at full
strength, Ultra Accel Q delivers more
than just added brain power and a faster
memory.

People feel more energetic, more alert,
and don’t need naps in the afternoon.
The boost in cellular energy generates
more power to your heart, lungs,
muscles, and more.

“With the PQQ in Ultra Accel, I have
energy I never thought possible at my
age,” says Colleen R., one of Dr. Sears’s
patients. “I'm in my 70s but feel 40
again. I think clearly, move with real
energy and sleep like a baby.”

The response has been
overwhelmingly positive, and Dr. Sears
receives countless emails from his
patients and readers. “My patients tell
me they feel better than they have in
years. This is ideal for people who are
feeling old and run down, or for those
who feel more forgetful. It surprises
many that you can add healthy and
productive years to your life simply by
taking Ultra Accel Q every day.”

You may have seen Dr. Sears on
television or read one of his 12 best-
selling books. Or you may have seen
him speak at the 2016 WPBF 25 Health
and Wellness Festival in South Florida,
featuring Dr. Oz and special guest
Suzanne Somers. Thousands of people
attended Dr. Sears’s lecture on anti-
aging breakthroughs and waited in line
for hours during his book signing at the
event.

MEMORY-BUILDING SENSATION: Top doctors are now recommending new Ultra
Accel Q because it restores decades of lost brain power without a doctor’s visit.

Will Ultra Accel Q
Multiply Your Energy?

Ultra Accel Q is turning everything we
thought we knew about youthful energy
on its head. Especially for people over
age 50. In less than 30 seconds every
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many other places, too.

As the planet warms, causing gla-
ciers to melt and sea levels to rise, sci-
entists say discoveries like the one on
the Scottish island are becoming in-
creasingly common across the globe.

“It's a double-edged sword,” said
James Delgado, a maritime archaeolo-
gist who has studied shipwrecks for
40-plus years. “There are more discov-
eries happening, climate change being
a factor in that, but we’re also seeing
things ... that we discovered in the past
that are now disappearing.”

Shipwrecks galore

Coastal erosion has long led to the
surfacing of old shipwrecks, but the
number of vessels turning up has “in-
tensified” as global temperatures have
increased, said Delgado, who wrote
the book “The Great Museum of the
Sea: A Human History of Shipwrecks.”

Since 1992, the global sea level has
risen nearly 4 inches, according to
NASA data. Scientists estimate every
inch of searise equates to about 8% feet
of beachfront loss across coasts.

Higher sea levels also mean strong-
er storm surges.

“We’re seeing more dramatic churn
on beaches during storms, and that is
causing the stripping away of the sand
and other things that have been cov-
ering up these shipwrecks for dec-
ades,” Delgado said.

The same year the Earl of Chatham
was discovered in Scotland, a storm in
Massachusetts exposed a wrecked
schooner from 1909. Another on North
Carolina’s Outer Banks’s revealed the
remains of a boat from 1919.

Hurricanes Matthew and Irma
eroded Crescent Beach in St. Augus-
tine, Florida, helping lead to the dis-
covery of a Civil War ship in 2020.

Treasures hidden in the ice

Melting glaciers have also begun to
reveal artifacts from thousands of
years ago.

Dramatic melting of ice in Norway’s
high mountains in 2006 led to a boom
in findings. Archaeologists have col-
lected more than 3,000 items span-
ning 6,000 years from the nation’s gla-
ciers and ice patches as part of an ini-
tiative called Secrets of the Ice.

Humans have hunted reindeer and
traveled along the Norwegian moun-
tain ranges since the Stone Age. Julian
Robert Post-Melbye, who has worked
on the program since 2011, said items
found in the ice have given historians a
more vivid understanding of what life
was like back then.

The artifacts are literally frozen in
time. “They look like they’ve been lost
for 10 days, but they’ve been there for
4,000 years,” Post-Melbye said.

Archaeologists have found birch
bark containers with wax candles still
inside them. They’ve analyzed horse
manure from 800 years ago to discover
what the animals ate and the pollen
count at the time, Post-Melbye said.

“All these ice artifacts are just traces
of a very rich and diverse communities
and society stretching thousands of
years that we had no or virtually no
possibility of studying 20 years ago.”

Artifacts are deteriorating

For Post-Melbye, any excitement
about the archaeological finds — and
what they mean for understanding the
past — gives way to a feeling of despair.

It’s hard to ignore what the artifacts
mean: “6,000 years of ice has been
melting away during the last 20 years
in Norway,” he said.

While changing climate isleading to
more discoveries, it’s also destroying
some existing archaeological sites and
presenting challenges for researchers.

Post-Melbye said a team of archae-
ologists in Norway is running against
the clock each year to collect newly un-
frozen artifacts from 70 sites before
they dry up, crack or blow away.

In other areas of the world, more
rain and rougher seas are wearing
down preserved historical sites.

The Bouldnor Cliff, a submerged
prehistoric settlement from the Stone
Age off England’s southern coast, has
experienced just over 13 feet of erosion
in10 years, according the Maritime Ar-
chaeology Trust in the United King-
dom. Researchers are racing to rescue
perfectly kept artifacts, from flint tools
to hazelnuts, found at the site.

Delgado sees the onslaught of ar-
chaeological finds and the increasing
preservation challenges as “canaries
in the coal mine.”

“Maybe them also being victims to
climate change is yet another remind-
er that we need to do something to try
to slow the progression of what’s hap-
pening.”

Agencies are ordered to scrub
COVID-19 vaccine records

Move made to reverse
‘harmful’ Biden policies

Josh Meyer
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - The Trump ad-
ministration has ordered all federal
agencies to scrub any records related
to workers’ COVID-19 vaccination sta-
tus and other compliance with pan-
demic mandates.

The order rescinding vaccine record
retention requirements was an-
nounced in an Aug. 8 memorandum by
Scott Kupor, the director of the Office
of Personnel Management, in a memo
to all federal department and agency
heads. They have until Sept. 8 “to re-
port their compliance,” Kupor wrote.

“Effective immediately, federal
agencies may not use an individual’s
COVID-19 vaccine status, history of
noncompliance with prior COVID-19
vaccine mandates, or requests for ex-
emptions from such mandates in any
employment-related decisions, in-
cluding but not limited to hiring, pro-
motion, discipline, or termination,”
Kupor wrote in the official memoran-
dum to all heads and acting heads of
federal departments and agencies.

Kupor said the move was part of the
Trump administration’s broader effort
to reverse “many harmful policies” of

In this photo illustration, Ruth Jones,
Immunization Nurse, holds a
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19

vaccine at Borinquen Health

Care Center on May 29 in Miami.

JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES

former President Joe Biden’s admini-
stration.

“Things got out of hand during the
pandemic, and federal workers were
fired, punished, or sidelined for simply
making a personal medical decision.
That should never have happened,” Ku-
por said in a post on X. “Thanks to @PO-
TUS’s leadership, we're making sure the
excesses of that era do not have linger-
ing effects on federal workers.”

Also, due to document preservation
requirements related to recent litiga-

tion, Kupor said, “all information related
to an employee’s COVID-19 vaccine sta-
tus, noncompliance with prior vaccine
mandates, or exemption requests must
be expunged” from all employees’ offi-
cial personnel folders unless, within 90
days, any individual “affirmatively opts
out of this removal.”

The White House did not respond im-
mediately to a USA TODAY request for
comment.

Kupor’s memo cited a Sept. 9, 2021,
executive order from Biden directing
federal agencies to require COVID-19
vaccination as a condition of federal
employment. While Biden subsequent-
ly repealed that order, his Office of Per-
sonnel Management soon after issued a
new policy reminding agencies that the
executive order could no longer be en-
forced.

A federal judge in December 2021 is-
sued a nationwide injunction against a
vaccine mandate for federal contrac-
tors, ruling that Biden likely exceeded
his authority by imposing the require-
ment.

In May, Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said the
COVID-19 vaccine is no longer recom-
mended for healthy children and preg-
nant women. But the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention said it
was still recommending COVID-19 vac-
cines for healthy children, according to
its published immunization schedule.

Census

Continued from Page 1A

recently in 2020. The U.S. Census Bu-
reau, part of the Commerce Depart-
ment, carries out these resource-in-
tensive surveys and hires temporary
staff to conduct outreach to count as
many people as possible.

The survey results are used to de-
cide how seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives are distributed to
each state based on its population, a
process called apportionment. Those
processes usually take place in the first
two years of a decade.

The survey results are also used to
determine how much federal funding
is distributed to states, and research-
ers widely cite the demographic re-
search to understand the country.

Who supports a nhew census?

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-
Georgia, announced a bill in July that
would require a new census to be per-
formed, counting only U.S. citizens,
and then direct states to redraw their
congressional districts based on the
new numbers. “Americans don’t feel
like they’re represented in Washing-
ton,” she said.

Hans Von Spakovsky, a senior legal
fellow for the conservative Heritage
Foundation, said he thinks states
should redraw congressional districts
every five years, as long as data is
available, but it usually isn’t. He said
the United States has a mobile and in-
creasing population that a survey ev-
ery 10 years doesn’t capture.

He also pointed to a 2022 report
from the U.S. Census Bureau that
found 14 states had statistically sig-
nificant differences between the bu-
reau’s count and the actual popula-
tion. Six states — Arkansas, Florida, Il-
linois, Mississippi, Tennessee, and
Texas — had undercounts.

He said better data might have led
to more congressional seats in Texas
and Florida.

Who opposes a nhew census?

John Bisognano, president of the
National Democratic Redistricting
Committee, criticized Trump’s pro-
posal as “a comprehensive campaign
to flout the U.S. Constitution in order
to predetermine election outcomes so
he can consolidate his power and
avoid accountability to the American
people.”

Sophia Lin Lakin, director of the
American Civil Liberties Union’s Vot-
ing Rights Project, told National Public
Radio that following through “would
defy the Constitution, federal law, and
settled precedent,” and her organiza-
tion “won’t hesitate to go back to court
to protect representation for all com-
munities.”

Why would Trump want
to conduct a new census?

“The Republicans are so desperate
at this point to forestall what’s likely
going to happen in 2026,” said Michael

P. McDonald, a political science
professor at the University of Florida.

Democrats are widely expected to
win seats in the House of Representa-
tives in next year’s congressional elec-
tions because the party that occupies
the White House usually does poorly.
Trump also has low approval ratings.
That blue wave could flip control of the
House, in which Republicans hold a 219
to 212 majority.

McDonald said if Republicans draw
new congressional districts, they might
be able to mitigate the number of seats
they lose.

For example, the Republican strong-
hold of Texas saw such rapid population
growth when the 2020 survey came out
that it gained two additional congres-
sional seats. Republican-leaning states
of Florida and Montana, Democrat-
leaning Oregon and Colorado, and tight-
ly contested North Carolina each gained
one seat.

“It seems pretty unlikely
that you could do this
for 2026 just because

it takes so long.”

Shawn Donahue
Political science professor at the University at
Buffalo on the possibility of a mid-decade census

The Democratic population centers
of California, Illinois, and New York
each lost one seat; so did Republican-
leaning Ohio and West Virginia, and the
swing states of Michigan and Pennsyl-
vania.

Are immigrants counted?

Yes. The 14th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution says Representatives shall
be apportioned according to the “whole
number of persons in each State.” This
ended the longstanding practice of
counting three-fifths of enslaved people
for purposes of representation. There is
no language in the 14th Amendment
that restricts these counts to citizens or
people with legal presence in the coun-
try.

During his first term, Trump attempt-
ed to add a question to the 2020 census
asking if the person completing the sur-
vey was a citizen. The Supreme Court
struck that down in 2019.

The following year, Trump issued a
memorandum saying undocumented
immigrants should not be included in
counts that determine congressional
representation.

Could Republicans gain more seats
if a new census were conducted?

Von Spakovsky said a mid-decade
census could result in more congres-
sional seats for Texas and Florida. Both
are red states with rapidly increasing
populations, and both were under-
counted in the 2020 census. Texas, for
example, was undercounted by almost
550,000 in 2020 and added another
2 million people by 2024. By compari-
son, an average of 760,000 people live
in each congressional district.

Within hours of Trump’s statement,
Florida House Speaker Daniel Perez, a
Republican, said he’s setting up a new
redistricting committee.

McDonald said the congressional
maps are the fairest they’ve been in
about 40 years because of redistricting
reform efforts across the country to pre-
vent unfairly drawn districts. He said
that the congressional maps are already
drawn in a way that there are more Re-
publican-leaning districts than Demo-
cratic-leaning ones, despite the practice
of including undocumented immigrants
in the count.

McDonald pointed to South Florida,
where he said the lines place right-lean-
ing Cuban Americans with high voter
turnout rates in the same districts as
lower-propensity, Democratic-leaning
Hispanic voters.

If the maps were redrawn to not
include undocumented immigrants, as
Trump has suggested, he said there
would likely be only two congressional
seats in the area. “Who’s going to be on
that game of musical chairs?” he asked.

How would a new census
affect 2026 or 2028 elections?

Reapportioning congressional seats
affects two things: How many congres-
sional seats each state has and how
many electoral votes each state has be-
cause electoral votes are equal to each
state’s total number of Senate and
House seats.

House terms last two years, and the
elections take place in even years, with
the next one coming in 2026. The next
presidential election happens in 2028.
But this doesn’'t mean that a new census
will take place or that maps will be rejig-
gered by then.

“It seems pretty unlikely that you
could do this for 2026 just because it
takes so long,” Donahue said. The gov-
ernment also isn’t allowed to speed up
the process by basing its count on sta-
tistical sampling, he said, pointing to a
1999 Supreme Court decision that said
people must be counted. “It’s not some-
thing where you can snap your fingers
and it’s going to happen.”

Von Spakovsky suggested the Cen-
sus Bureau update a form it already
sends out regularly and use it to perform
a mid-decade census survey.

“You couldn’t get it done this year, but
I don’t see any reason why you couldn’t
get it done next year,” he said.

Would Trump’s order to do a
mid-decade census go to court?

“Absolutely,” Donahue said. “The
Constitution calls for a decennial cen-
sus. It doesn’t say that you can’t (have
more). But, I mean, it pretty much im-
plies that you’re only going to do one ev-
ery 10 years.”

Donahue predicted that Democratic-
leaning states would be most likely to
challenge a mid-decade census in court.
But the administration could argue that
the requirement to do it every 10 years
isn’t a prohibition on doing it more of-
ten.

“There’s no legal bar in place that
says you can’t redistrict more than once
every 10 years,” Von Spakovsky said.

Contributing: Francesca Chambers
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Israeli soldiers
walk near the
border with the
Gaza Strip on
Aug. 6, on the
Israeli side of
the border.

AMIR LEVY/
GETTY IMAGES

Palestinians receive lentil soup at a food
distribution point in Gaza City on Aug. 2.
OMAR AL-QATTAA/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

I’ve seen Israelis and Palestinians coexist.
It’s the only thing that gives me hope.

I am pro-peace. I lived in Israel for many years,
and I saw coexistence every single day. I lived it. It
might be the only reason I have any hope left.

On any public bus, you might see a soldier stand-
ing next to a woman in a hijab next to a Hasidic man
next to a guy with a mohawk next to a Druze family.
And thousands of Israelis have been protesting the
government for years, before Oct. 7, 2023.

The difference is that they have the freedom to
do so without fear or repercussion. Gazans do not
have that same luxury. Openly protesting Hamas
means death or worse. And yet many of them have,
because they have nothing more to lose. Which is
why it’s disgusting and sad that news coverage of
Gazans protesting Hamas has been minuscule, and
that people in the West call Hamas “resistance
fighters” and advocate for the destruction of a coun-
try they can’t even find on a map.

What about the hostages, who are also starving?
What about how Hamas has weaponized starvation
and does not care for its people? What about how
Hamas has looted aid and funneled donations to
line the pockets of their own leaders? The United
States should do more to help dismantle Hamas, in
addition to criticizing Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and actively trying to end this war.

The United States should focus on supporting
peace-building coalitions, accountability and sup-
port for Israel’s population (which includes Israeli
Arabs, who make up about 20% of the population) -
but also help the Palestinians find a path forward
without Hamas or Islamic jihad. There is not
enough focus on the day after the war, especially
when it comes to dismantling Hamas, reeducation
and supporting efforts to pivot Netanyahu’s right-
wing government, which is adding fuel to the fire.

The United States should do more to combat
antisemitism, which has risen globally by 340%
since the start of this war. We need help combating
false narratives that restrict empathy. This is a na-
tional concern as well as a global one that does not
help either Israelis or Palestinians, or Jews across
the world.

I think there should be a Palestinian state at
some point, but it should not be created as a knee-
jerk reaction to this terrible war. If anything, this
should give everyone pause. It will take years of
peace-building coalitions and mapping out a sus-
tainable plan to actually make this work.

Celebrities are nothing but armchair activists
who are also responsible for spreading misinforma-
tion and false narratives. They add fuel to the fire,
and their commentary actually leads to violence
and sows division.

There is blatant skewing of the narrative, includ-
ing reporting Hamas figures as facts when many of
the numbers of the dead include combatants. Ev-

A military plane parachutes aid packages
on Aug. 6 into the central Gaza Strip.
EYAD BABA/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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eryone blames Israel and seems to cast Hamas in
thelight of “resistance” and “freedom fighters” even
when they are the ones responsible for the violence,
sexual assault, torture and kidnapping that have
defined this war.

Why has no one highlighted where Hamas lead-
ers have been — safe in Qatar and other countries?

— Elle Brooke, West Bloomfield, Michigan

Our tax dollars are funding a genocide.
Every American should care about that.

The United States is aiding Israel in committing
genocide. Through the U.S. support, Israel is starv-
ing hundreds of thousands of families.

Cracking down on public criticism of Israel and
support of Gaza under the false guise of addressing
antisemitism has made a mockery of actual anti-
semitism. President Donald Trump is using it as a
false way to challenge universities and shut down
free speech in the name of addressing antisemi-
tism, but truthfully, he is just engaging in fascism.

The United States must recognize a Palestinian
state — and with recognition there needs to be an
end to the occupation, the right to return and justice
for the people of Palestine and the thousands of Pal-
estinians harmed, killed and starved.

Every person should care about genocide. Be-
cause, as U.S. taxpayers, our dollars go to support-
ing Israel, we should get a say in how those dollars
are used.

— Ella Mendonsa, Washington, DC

I feel for innocent Palestinians. But as a Jew,
I know we can’t have a two-state solution.

I'm not a Trump supporter at all, but at least he
has taken steps to show that, as a democracy, we

bearing pictures of Israeli hostages on Aug. 7.
HMAD GHARABLI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

support democracy. Israel is the only country in the
Middle East that is a democracy.

What can anyone do when Iranian-backed, Ha-
mas-linked organizations fill the news with gro-
tesque lies and omissions of the truth? This is not
about the innocent Palestinians, many of whom are
afraid of Hamas. This is about Hamas using its own
population for propaganda.

I care and feel for the Palestinians suffering. But
as a Jew, I have to care about the fact that the entire
raison d'étre and mantra of Hamas is to kill all Jews
and destroy the land of Israel. There is no longer a
chance for a two-state solution. We cannot offer
this in the face of a Hamas-led government that
specifically and openly states that its members
would like to see Israel wiped off the map.

It’s fair to say innocent people are suffering, but
the news media is biased toward the Palestinian
plight as opposed to showing that Israel has tried to
make peace, only to have its own people suffer.
Would you tear down a barrier in your backyard if
you knew your neighbors would do anything to
break in to your house and try to kill you? Honestly.

Israel has always been on the defensive, and in
the end, it’s always blamed. But let’s not forget that
the Jewish people have endured thousands of years
of antisemitism from every corner of the earth, and
we're still standing.

— Deena Thomas, Memphis, Tennessee

Support Israelis protesting against
Netanyahu’s disastrous policies

We give billions in military aid to Israel every
year, some of which was used for good purposes
against Iran, but also at least some of which was
used to cause this starvation crisis. It seems like the
least we could do would be to help save the lives of
civilians there.

The Biden administration launched the first na-
tional strategy to combat antisemitism. But now
Trump is just using antisemitism as an excuse to go
after his political enemies on issues like immigra-
tion and diversity, equity and inclusion.

Many people on both sides complain about the
media attention, but the fact is that billions of
American taxpayer dollars are involved here, so it’s
fully legitimate for the media to be focusing on this.

The two-state solution is the least impossible of
all the impossible options to end this conflict. And
we could be doing much more to support the Israe-
lis, especially the hostage families, protesting
against Netanyahu's disastrous policies.

Just a week ago, an organization of retired Israeli
generals called for an end to the war.

We also should applaud France and Saudi Arabia
for seeking to advance the two-state solution and
for persuading the entire Arab League to condemn
Hamas as it recently did.

— Matthew Weinstein, Baltimore

Letters and comments may be edited for space constraints and clarity.
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Fossil reveals Jurassic sea monster’

Newly classified marine
reptile had longest neck

Mike Snider
USA TODAY

Paleontology researchers in Europe
have identified a new species of ancient
marine reptile — often referred to as a
“Jurassic sea monster” or “sea dragon” —
that existed nearly 183 million years ago.

The newly classified species of ple-
siosaur  (Plesionectes longicollum,
which means “early swimmer with long
neck”), likely had the distinction of hav-
ing the longest neck of other plesiosaurs
during the Early Jurassic period (from
about 174.7 to 201.4 million years ago),
said Sven Sachs of the Naturkunde-Mu-
seum Bielefeld, the study’s lead author.

The bones of the reptile — not a dino-
saur — were found in 1978 by Gotthilf
Fischer, owner of a quarry and a small
museum in Holzmaden, Germany,
wrote Sachs and co-author Daniel Mad-
zia from the Polish Academy of Sciences
in the journal PeerJ Life & Environment
on Aug. 4.

The Holzmaden region in southwest
Germany historically has been a hotbed
for Jurassic period discoveries, includ-
ing other species of plesiosaurs, which
were piscivorous reptiles (they fed on
fish), thalattosuchians (marine croco-
diles), and dolphin-like marine reptiles
known as ichthyosaurs, which have
been found to be as long as 65 feet.

Other researchers had noted the dis-
tinguishing characteristics of the ple-
siosaur’s skeleton, which is in the Stutt-
gart State Museum of Natural History.
“This specimen has been in collections
for decades, but previous studies never
fully explored its distinctive anatomy,”
Sachs said in a news release about the
research. “Our detailed examination re-
vealed an unusual combination of skel-
etal features that clearly distinguish it
from all previously known plesiosaurs.”

The new species had at least 43 ver-
tebrae and perhaps as many as 45 — the
remains of the plesiosaur’s skull are
smashed and not as well-preserved -
“the long neck is special for a plesiosaur
from the Lower Jurassic,” Sachs told
USA TODAY.

In addition to a very long neck, Ple-
sionectes longicollum had “a rather

small head,” Sachs said. But it “was an
agile swimmer with paddle-like limbs.”

The reptile also had more back ver-
tebrae than most other plesiosaurs of
the period and had V-shaped joints be-
tween vertebrae in the neck and chest,
he said.

What did the newly discovered
Jurassic sea monster eat?

This newly identified plesiosaur
measured about 10.5 feet and is the old-
est known plesiosaur found in the re-

gion, where the Tethys Sea covered
much of Europe into the Cenozoic era,
which began 66 million years ago.

Fossils of plesiosaurs have been dat-
ed to the Triassic period, about 250 mil-
lion years ago, into the Cretaceous peri-
od, before dinosaurs vanished about 65
million years ago, according to Britan-
nica. Plesiosaurs were known to have
lived in North America, Asia and Aus-
tralia, and in the Pacific Ocean and Eu-
ropean seas.

Plesiosaurs devoured all manner of
marine life, including squid and other

species

Above: Holotype skeleton of
Plesionectes longicollum from the
Lower Jurassic of Holzmaden,
Germany. Left: An illustrated
reconstruction of the new species.
PHOTOS BY STUTTGART STATE MUSEUM
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plesiosaurs. But those with a long neck,
such as Plesionectes longicollum,
“mainly ate fish,” Sachs said.

Some of the bones suggest the fossil
represents “not an adult but more an
older juvenile or young subadult,” he
said. “But it is possible ... that it was an
adult that retained anatomical features
one would expect in a juvenile.”

Regardless, the identification reveals
another form of prehistoric life in a re-
gion already fertile for fossil finds. “This
discovery adds another piece to the puz-
zle of marine ecosystem evolution dur-
ing a critical time in Earth’s history,”
Madzia said in a statement. “The early
Toarcian period, when this animal lived,
was marked by significant environmen-
tal changes, including a major oceanic
anoxic event that affected marine life
worldwide.”

That period of global warming in the
Jurassic period, scientists say, led to the
loss of oxygen in water and the extinc-
tion of many species.

The identification of a new pleiso-
saur in the Holzmaden region - this
brings the findings up to six different
kinds - “shows that the fauna there was
quite diverse,” Sachs said.
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Data head’s firing raises
concerns over jobs stats

Experts say the trustworthiness of the data is I
being called into question. Page 3B

JobNewsUSA South Florida Job Fair at the Amerant Bank Arena on

April 30 in Sunrise, Florida. More than 150 local hiring managers and recruiters were at the job fair to recruit workers for
thousands of positions in Miami and Broward and Palm Beach counties. JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES

Experts: Jobs
revisions due
to economy

Slowing growth led to BLS changes

Paul Davidson
USA TODAY

The massive downward revisions to
U.S. job growth that led President Don-
ald Trump to fire the head of the agency
that reported the numbers can be ex-
plained by a rapidly slowing economy
and job market amid Trump’s trade and
immigration policies — not data manipu-
lation, forecasters say.

Trump on Aug. 1fired Erika McEntar-
fer, the commissioner of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, hours after the agency
reported a disappointing 73,000 job
gains for July, and more significantly, re-
vised down payroll growth for May and
June by an outsize 258,000.

That marked the largest two-month
revision ever outside of recessions,
Goldman Sachs said. It left monthly job
gains averaging an anemic 35,000 from
May through July.

“Important numbers like this must be
fair and accurate, they can’t be manip-
ulated for political purposes,” Trump
said on Truth Social. He added that “to-
day’s jobs Numbers were RIGGED in or-
der to make the Republicans, and ME,
look bad.”

But forecasters said the revisions ac-
tually clear up a disparity between sur-
prisingly resilient job gains and other
economic indicators, such as gross do-
mestic product, that have been feeble
this year.

“I think the revisions have really re-
solved a discrepancy between GDP data
and payrolls,” said Samuel Tombs, chief
economist of Pantheon Macroeconom-
ics. “I don’t see any reason to suspect
manipulation here.”

“Taken together, the economic data
confirm our view that the U.S. economy
is growing at a below-potential pace,”
Goldman Sachs wrote in a note to cli-
ents.

What is the state of the economy?

Trump’s tariffs hammered activity in
the first quarter by pumping up imports
(which are subtracted from growth) as
retailers and manufacturers stocked up
on foreign goods to avoid the imminent
levies. That led to a second-quarter re-
versal that juiced GDP. After the tariff ef-
fects canceled each other out, the econo-
my grew at a meager annual rate 0of 1.2%
the first half of the year.

There are two ways to grow the econ-
omy - by adding workers and by increas-
ing productivity, or output per worker.
Since the1.2% average rise in GDP can be
entirely explained by strong productiv-
ity gains, the economy’s sluggish perfor-
mance is consistent with virtually no net
job gains from May through July, Tombs
said.

There are other signs that the econo-
my and job market are losing steam. Just
42% of CEOs of small and midsize com-

A

U.S. Labor Department's Bureau

of Labor Statistics Commissioner
Erika McEntarfer was fired by
President Donald Trump on Aug. 1.
U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS VIA REUTERS

panies plan to add to their staffs in the
next year, the lowest on record dating
to 2003, according to a June survey by
Vistage, a CEO networking group.

How does the jobs report work?

Each month, the BLS provides an
initial reading of job gains for the previ-
ous month and revises figures from the
prior two months twice based on fol-
low-up surveys. The downgrade of
133,000 jobs for June marked the first
revision for that month, and May’s
125,000 drop was its second and final
revision.

To come up with its monthly job
growth estimates, the agency surveys
631,000 job sites operated by 121,000
businesses and government agencies
across the country. The bureau revises
the data twice because many employ-
ers don’t respond to the first survey or
because officials modify the factors it
uses to seasonally adjust the figures,
Goldman said. For example, since hir-
ingis traditionally weak in the summer,

See REVISIONS, Page 2B
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Millions to
get health
savings
accounts

Tax bill opens pathway
to HSAs for more people

Medora Lee
USA TODAY

More people than ever will have ac-
cess beginning next year to almost ev-
ery financial adviser’s favorite way to
save.

Thanks to new provisions in the
President Donald Trump’s recently
signed tax and spending law, more
people will be able to benefit from the
triple tax-advantaged health savings
account, or HSA, experts say.

The law, dubbed the “One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act” by Trump, opens up HSAs
to tens of millions more Americans by
allowing more Affordable Care Act in-
surance plans, Direct Primary Care ar-
rangements, and plans with telehealth
coverage.

HSA plans are a favorite savings ve-
hicle among financial advisers because
contributions are tax-free, money
grows tax-free and if used for a qualify-
ing expense, withdrawals are tax-free.

“Together, the benefits of pre-tax
contributions, tax-free earnings, and
tax-free withdrawals for qualified
medical expenses can add up to sig-
nificant savings over the course of a
family’s life if they are healthy and let
the funds accumulate,” said Richard
Pon, certified public accountant in San
Francisco. “So, think of the HSA as a
piggy bank for medical expenses that
can grow similar to an Individual Re-
tirement Account.”

The HSA changes made in the law
“represent the most significant HSA
expansion in nearly two decades,” ac-
cording to health and benefits platform
Lively.

“Individuals, employers, and bro-
kers should start planning during the
2025 open enrollment period to take
full advantage of the new rules.”

What ACA plans
will be HSA eligible?

Bronze and catastrophic plans will
be HSA eligible, starting in 2026.
These lower-premium, higher-deduct-
ible plans currently are excluded be-
cause they don’t meet the require-
ments for an HSA.

Many Bronze plans don’t qualify as
a high-deductible health plan because
they cover non-preventive services
such as prescription drugs and office
visits before meeting a deductible.

Catastrophic plans also don’t qual-
ify for the same reason and because
their maximum out-of-pocket limits
are typically higher than what’s per-
mitted.

During the open enrollment period
for 2025 coverage, about 30% of all
ACA enrollees selected Bronze plans,
according to the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services.

See ACCOUNTS, Page 2B

Tarifl on computer chips could hurt consumers

Companies could pull
back on production

Bailey Schulz
USA TODAY

President Donald Trump plans to im-
pose a100% tariff on imported comput-
er chips, a move experts warn could
compel companies to pull back on pro-
duction or hike prices.

Details remain murky, and the infla-
tionary pressures likely won’t be as dra-
matic as those from other tariffs.

Still, a new tariff on chips could hit a
wide range of products, from smart-
phones and laptops to cars and video
game consoles.

“If you look at the industries that
need chips, it’s almost everything. You
probably have at least 100 chips in-
volved in the things you've done today,”
said Zac Rogers, an associate professor
of operations and supply chain man-
agement at Colorado State University.

How will Trump’s computer
chip tariff work?

Trump unveiled the new tariff during
an Aug. 6 Oval Office event, noting there
would be an exception for companies
that have committed to building chips
within the U.S.

Additional details on the new tariff
remain scarce. It’s not yet clear when it
will go into effect, for instance, or how it
will impact products that contain chips,
like laptops.

“There are a lot of caveats,” said Ja-
son Miller, a professor of supply chain
management at Michigan State Univer-
sity. “Until we see the exact details of
what harmonized system codes are cov-
ered, we can’t fully understand the im-
plications.”

The U.S. produces a fair amount of
semiconductors already, exporting
roughly $58 billion worth each year, ac-
cording to Census Bureau data. But Mil-
ler noted that the U.S. is best at produc-
ing higher-end chips. Lower-end, more

mundane chips tend to be imported
from countries like Malaysia, he said,
while “super high-end” chips are im-
ported from Taiwan.

In total, the country imports roughly
$60 billion worth of semiconductors an-
nually, according to the Census Bureau.

“The U.S. is not as cost-competitive
at producing the lower-end, generic
semiconductors,” like those found in
household appliances like refrigerators,
Miller said. “It doesn’t make sense for us
to produce as many of those in the U.S.
versus import them. Rather, let our re-
sources specialize in where we have a
competitive advantage, which is going
to be higher-end products.”

Rogers said it makes sense for the
U.S. to expand chip production, noting
the country has made strides in recent
years, especially under the CHIPS and
Science Act signed by then-President
Joe Biden in 2022. But he warned that
growing chip manufacturing with fresh
facilities and an improved talent pipe-
line will take time, and agreed that the

U.S. is better off focusing on higher-end
chip production.

“We’re on the right track. The prob-
lem s, it’s a really long track. ... We can’t
scale up fast enough to totally fulfill our
own demand,” Rogers said. “If we just
slap all of these costs onto firms, it
might actually slow down the progress
that we’re making.”

What does this mean for prices?

Experts who spoke to USA TODAY
said more costly chip imports won't hit
manufacturers as hard as other tariffs,
such as the 50% tariff on steel and alu-
minum imports or 25% auto tariffs. Still,
the new tariff could add pressure on
companies that are already struggling to
adjust to higher import costs.

“It’s not deflationary, by any means,”
Miller said. But “quite frankly, it is truly
impossible to say consumer inflationary
impacts until details are spelled out.”

See CHIPS, Page 2B
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Revisions

Continued from Page 1B

the seasonal adjustment would boost
the employment tally to account for that
dip. Even before Aug. I's stunning revi-
sions to May and June, job growth for
January through April was revised down
each month by an average of 52,000 -
based on changes from the first to the
third estimates. Last year saw an aver-
age downward revision as well, but it
was just 20,000. Since 1979, the median
two-month combined estimate change
was an upward revision of 10,000.

Here’s why economists believe the
payroll revisions for May and June were
so large:

Falling response rates,
slowing economy

A declining share of employers have
been responding to the BLS’s job sur-
veys. In July, 58% responded, similar to
July 2024 but down from 68% in the
same period in 2022 and 2023 and an av-
erage 74% in the 2010s, according to

Tombs and BLS figures.

Small businesses, in particular, have
struggled to cope with Trump’s tariffs,
which must be passed along to consum-
ers through higher prices or absorbed by
the companies, squeezing their profits,
Tombs said.

Amid those troubles, “Responding to
BLS is not a high priority” for small- and
midsize firms, said Jonathan Millar, sen-
ior U.S. economist at Barclays.

Some firms also may be hesitant to
acknowledge they’ve pared back hiring,
even though the surveys are anony-
mous, Tombs said.

When they ultimately do report their
staffing numbers - the response rate for
the third payroll estimates has topped
90% - they likely have decreased from
the previous month. Companies in-
creasingly have been holding off on hir-
ing due to the uncertainty generated by
the tariffs, Millar and Tombs said.

That likely has sparked sharp down-
ward revisions to job gains throughout
2025, but the hiring pullback may have
reached “an inflection point” in May and
June that more dramatically dimmed
the jobs picture, Millar said.

“I don’t think we’ve faced a situation

where we had such a profound supply
shock,” Millar said, referring to the con-
straint on foreign parts and products
caused by tariffs.

How the government interprets
slowing job gains

When job growth slows, BLS in its
first estimate mistakenly attributes the
downshift to changes in seasonal trends,
Goldman Sachs said. But as subsequent
readings also come in softer, the agen-
cy’s model learns it’s not the result of a
seasonal adjustment quirk but rather a
genuine pullback in hiring and revises
down the jobs totals, the research firm
said.

The immigration crackdown

Former President Joe Biden began re-
stricting crossings at the Southern bor-
der in June 2024 and Trump stepped up
enforcement and launched massive de-
portations in 2025, Millar said. Since it
takes six to nine months for migrants to
settle into jobs, the crackdown started to
show up more prominently in the jobs
numbers in May and June, he said.

Little hiring, few layoffs

For many months, employers
haven’t hired lots of workers, but also
haven’t laid off many after grappling
with dire worker shortages during the
pandemic. That unusual dynamic
could be throwing off seasonal adjust-
ment factors that expect ramped-up
hiring and layoffs at certain times of the
year, causing officials to revise down
job gains more sharply, Goldman sug-
gested.

State and local government jobs

About 20% of the big downward revi-
sion in May and June was due to the
challenges of making seasonal adjust-
ments to state and local education em-
ployment figures at the end of the school
year, when many teachers and other em-
ployees come off the payroll, Goldman
said. Initially, BLS overestimated total
job numbers in that sector after seasonal
adjustments and then revised down the
figure by 51,000 for the two months,
Goldman said.

Contributing: Joey Garrison, USA TO-
DAY; Reuters
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Fewer than 100,000 selected a cata-
strophic plan because the plans are only
available to those under 30 and those
with certain hardship exemptions.

Other new plans meet
HSA eligibility, too

e Americans who participate in Di-
rect Primary Care arrangements, de-
fined as arrangements costing up to
$150 monthly for individuals and $300
for families, can fund an HSA next year.

Patients in DPC arrangements pay a
recurring, fixed fee directly to their pri-
mary care provider for a defined set of
services instead of paying the per ser-
vice fee of traditional insurance.

Additionally, DPC fees will be consid-
ered qualified medical expenses that
can be covered by HSA funds.

e HDHPs that offer cover telehealth
without meeting deductibles or copays
will no longer be disqualified from
HSAs, retroactive to plans from Jan. 1,
2025. In 2022, 30% of adults in the U.S.
had used telemedicine in the past year,
according to the National Center for
Health Statistics.

Why is HSA access important?

The primary benefit of an HSA is its
triple tax advantage:

e Contributions are either pre-tax
through a payroll deduction or tax-de-
ductible, which lowers federal taxable
income. Lower taxable income not only
can cut your tax bill, but it can also put
you into a bracket that can open you up
to more deductions, credits or benefit
programs, analysts say.

e Any interest or investment earn-
ings within an HSA grow tax-free.

e Withdrawals are tax-free when
used for qualified medical expenses.

Other advantages include:

e Unlike a Flexible Spending Ac-
count, HSAs aren’t “use it or lose it.” The
money is rolled over year after year and
never expires.

at the White House in Washington, D.C.,

on July 4. Trump signed his flagship tax and spending bill in a pomp-laden Independence Day ceremony featuring
fireworks. BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI POOL/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

e HSA funds can be invested. Poten-
tially, those savings can grow substan-
tially to help pay future healthcare
costs, including those in retirement.

e After age 65, funds can be with-
drawn for any reason without penalty,
although non-medical withdrawals

would be subject to income tax.

e There’s potential for employer
match. “Many employers want you to
join a high-deductible insurance plan so
they save on premiums,” Pon said. “To
entice you, many employers will make a
tax-free contribution to your HSA.”

Medora Lee is a money, markets, and
personal finance reporter at USA TODAY.
You can reach her at mjlee@usato-
day.com and subscribe to our free Daily
Money newsletter for personal finance
tips and business news every Monday
through Friday morning.

Chips

Continued from Page 1B

John Mitchell, president and CEO of
the Global Electronics Association, a
trade association for the global elec-
tronics industry, said he expects tariffs
to drive up prices for goods like laptops,
appliances, vehicles and medical de-
vices.

“More than 60% of our member com-
panies report that past tariffs have
raised their costs and delayed produc-
tion,” he wrote in an emailed statement.

For certain products — including cars
— chips make up a small portion of the
total production costs. But Ivan Drury,
director of insights at automotive re-
search site Edmunds, described the tar-
iff as “yet another cut” to automakers,
which also face a 25% auto tariff.

Automakers already say they are tak-
ing a hit from tariffs. General Motors in
July said tariffs cost the company more
than $1billion in the second quarter, and
Stellantis said it expects tariffs to cost it
roughly $1.7 billion this year.

“It's a thousand cuts to die kind of
thing,” Drury said of tariffs.

Drury added that automakers so far
have avoided passing along tariff costs
to their customers. He’s not sure how
long that will last.

So far, “we’re not seeing it reflected in
the price,” he said. But “their sharehold-

While a semiconductor tariff isn’t
expected to create widespread
shortages to that degree, Rogers
warned some companies may pull
back on production if import costs go
up. Already, automaker Stellantis has
paused production at select plants

to avoid paying tariffs, contributing
to a 6% year-over-year decline in car
shipments as of the second quarter.

ers aren’t going to be happy with this
forever.”

Used car owners could get hit espe-
cially hard by a computer chip tariff
through higher repair costs, he said, as
repair shops may be more likely to pass
those higher costs directly to custom-
ers. More costly repairs could also im-
pact insurance costs, since insurers
would have to pay more to cover dam-
aged vehicles.

It could be “this snowball effect,”
Drury said. “It hasn’t happened yet, but
we know at some point something’s go-
ing to break.”

Potential for shortages?

Another potential concern for con-
sumers? Chip tariffs could make certain
products more difficult to find.

The U.S. already saw this play out

£, _ s ¥ " =

For certain products - including cars - computer chips make up a small portion
of the total production costs. FLORENCE LO/REUTERS

during the COVID-19-era semiconduc-
tor chip shortage, which impacted con-
sumers’ ability to buy new cars, laptops
and video game consoles.

While a semiconductor tariff isn’t ex-
pected to create widespread shortages
to that degree, Rogers warned some
companies may pull back on production
ifimport costs go up. Already, automak-
er Stellantis has paused production at

select plants to avoid paying tariffs,
contributing to a 6% year-over-year de-
cline in car shipments as of the second
quarter.

“I think we can see shortages all over
the place,” Rogers said. “It may not be as
bad as 2021, because then, we couldn’t
get the chips. This, we’ll just have to pay
more for them. But if we pay more, we
buy less.”
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Data chief’s firing raises concerns over jobs stats

Economists worry move
may undermine integrity

Paul Davidson
USA TODAY

President Donald Trump’s abrupt
dismissal of the U.S. Commissioner of
Labor Statistics after a disappointing
employment report has raised concerns
about the future accuracy and integrity
of the nation’s vital jobs numbers.

Some economists and former gov-
ernment officials are responding to the
mounting worries with a simple mes-
sage: Chill out.

These experts cite three reasons
Trump administration officials are not
likely to manipulate the statistics for
political reasons: There’s too much data
underlying the most publicized jobs fig-
ures; broadly comparable numbers are
published in other reports; and there are
disincentives for chicanery.

“I think it would be pretty hard to re-
vise any statistics” based on politics “or
try to fudge the numbers somehow,”
said Sara Estep, an economist at the
left-leaning Center for American Pro-
gress.

Still, Estep and other experts say the
trustworthiness of the data is being
called into question - a development
that itself could have a negative impact
on the economy and markets — and out-
right attempts to massage the numbers
aren’t out of the realm of possibility.

“The concern is that this could mark
the start of a slippery slope toward
greater White House influence over eco-
nomic statistics, which in a worst-case
scenario might involve censoring, reen-
gineering, or suspending official re-
leases like payrolls or CPI (inflation) to
serve the Trump administration’s agen-
da,” Capital Economics wrote in a note
to clients.

A White House spokesperson didn’t
immediately return an email message
seeking comment. But on “Meet the
Press” on Aug. 3, Kevin Hassett, director
of the National Economic Council, told
moderator Kristin Welker that Trump
simply wants to make the jobs report
more transparent.

“If there are big changes and big revi-
sions — we expect more big revisions for
the jobs data in September, for example
— then we want to know why. We want
people to explain it to us,” Hassett said.

What was the jobs report for July?

On Aug. 1, Trump fired Erika McEn-
tarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, after the agency re-
ported a disappointing 73,000 job gains
in July and, more significantly, revised
down payroll additions for May and
June by a historically massive 258,000
positions.

Economists said the large revisions
can be explained by small businesses’

unusually low response rates to BLS’
initial surveys as they grapple with cost
increases from Trump’s double-digit
tariffs on imports and the effects of the
duties on business confidence and hir-
ing.

But on Truth Social, Trump said
without providing evidence that “to-
day’s Jobs Numbers were RIGGED in or-
der to make the Republicans, and ME,
look bad,” noting McEntarfer was ap-
pointed by former Democratic President
Joe Biden. After firing McEntarfer, he
appointed William Wiatrowski as in-
terim BLS head and said he would name
a permanent replacement within days.

William Beach, McEntarfer’s prede-
cessor as BLS chief and a Trump ap-
pointee, said it’s “impossible” for a BLS
commissioner to manipulate the jobs
data. He added that the person doesn’t
see the report until the numbers are
loaded and readied for distribution on
the Wednesday before its release on the
first Friday of the month.

Keith Hall, who was appointed BLS
commissioner by former President
George W. Bush and served from 2008
to 2011, told USA TODAY that too many
career, nonpartisan civil servants have
ahand in drafting the report for the data
to be distorted. About 40 people, both
Republicans and Democrats, see the fi-
nal jobs number shortly before publica-
tion, Beach previously said.

Is Trump trying to control
independent federal agencies?

Yet, economists worry Trump could
test that presumption. His removal of
McEntarfer marks his latest challenge
to federal agencies whose independ-
ence is critical for a smoothly function-
ing economy. For months, Trump has
tried tobadger Federal Reserve Chair Je-
rome Powell into lowering interest rates
and has threatened to fire him, though
experts say Powell can't be removed
without cause.

Economists say the jobs report is
considered the global gold standard for
accurate and unbiased economic data,
providing the best broad snapshot of
the U.S. economy in close-to-real time
and helping guide the actions of inves-
tors, corporations, governments and
consumers.

Trump’s removal of McEntarfer “pre-
sents risks to the conduct of monetary
policy, to financial stability, and to the
economic outlook,” JPMorgan Chase
economist Michael Feroli wrote in a note
to clients. He added, “The risk of politi-
cizing the data collection process
should not be overlooked.”

Here’s why some experts say they’re
not worried about the reliability of the
jobs numbers:

Other federal job measures

If a BLS commissioner or other key
employees finagled the jobs numbers,

“discrepancies would quickly emerge in
other metrics like jobless claims, which
are reported at the state level and [are]
less prone to federal influence,” Capital
Economics said in its research note.

Initial unemployment insurance ap-
plications provide a reliable gauge of
layoffs. And the jobs report represents
the net total of all layoffs, hiring, quits,
retirements and job switches across the
economy.

Private jobs reports

Even if the administration “brought
all major statistical agencies under tight
control, economists and investors could
still infer the true state of the economy
from private sources,” Capital Econom-
ics said. Those include the ADP employ-
ment report and job postings from In-
deed, the leading job search site.

“Any tampering with official data
would likely be exposed sooner or later
and would be politically damaging once
uncovered,” Capital Economics said.

Markets are watching - and
reacting

If evidence emerged that the admini-
stration was fiddling with the jobs data,
investors likely would demand a higher
return for holding assets such as U.S.
Treasuries, pushing up interest rates,
Capital Economics said. Trump has fer-
vently advocated for lower rates.

The research firm added that “the ad-
ministration has some inclination to
avoid upsetting markets — especially
when it leads to higher bond yields and
increased debt-servicing costs.”

Trump tends to push the
envelope but not rip it up

Trump has shown a propensity to
push the boundaries in his efforts to
achieve his goals “without clearly cross-
ing” the line, Capital Economics said.
For example, he has stopped short of fir-
ing the Fed’s Powell. “This fits a broader
pattern of the administration applying
maximum pressure to get its way on is-
sues from deportations to federal
layoffs, without openly defying the
courts,” Capital Economics wrote.

Lots of people compile
the jobs report

The jobs report is like a massive puz-
zle put together by hundreds of employ-
ees and the pieces need to fit. If the final
numbers were fudged, employees who
worked on inputs to those numbers
would realize that and speak up, Hall
said. “All of the data, detail and all of the
industry statistics need to add up,” he
said.

The underlying jobs data

BLS is famously transparent and pro-

People queue to receive advice about
their job resumes at a career fair in
Los Angeles. LUCY NICHOLSON/REUTERS

vides the underlying data behind all its
jobs numbers, Estep said. For example,
the unemployment rate is based on a
survey of 60,000 households, and the
agency has its individual responses, she
said.

At the same time, here’s why some
experts are still worried:

Private jobs data relies
on federal numbers

Although ADP and other private
firms provide jobs data, they’re typically
“benchmarked to the federal data, as
private sector data are very rarely na-
tionally representative,” Feroli said.
ADP, for instance, relies on the federal
jobs report from two months earlier to
estimate last month’s numbers.

The risk of political meddling

In the “Meet the Press interview,”
Hassett told Welker, “The president
wants his own people there (at BLS) so
that when we see the numbers, they’re
more transparent and more reliable.”

Said Estep: “I would keep an eye out
for the potential replacement of some
long-term public servants with political
appointees at BLS and other agencies.

“Are they somehow installing more
plans for the politicization of these sta-
tistical agencies?” Estep asked.

»

The data may be accurate,
but is it trustworthy?

Even if it’s unlikely the data will be
manipulated, “it may be less trusted,”
Estep said, noting that could affect mar-
kets and the behavior of companies and
consumers. “The trust component,
that’s really scary.”

In an opinion piece posted on
MSNBC.com, David Madland, senior
fellow at the Center for American Pro-
gress, wrote: “Government data ana-
lysts will do their best to produce cred-
ible reports, and much of what they
publish will be accurate, but these
workers will be increasingly subject to
political pressures, or outright med-
dling.

“Reputational damage has already
been done — and the decline in trust car-
ries real consequences.”

5 mistakes to

Sharon Wu
Special to USA TODAY

Artificial intelligence may be trans-
forming the workplace, but for many
employees, it’s fueling uncertainty in-
stead of excitement. According to a
2025 Pew Research Center study, 52%
of U.S. workers worry Al could disrupt
or replace their jobs.

And an August 2024 SHRM survey
found that nearly half feel unprepared
for automation, while 95% say they
don’t trust their organization to manage
the shift in a way that benefits everyone.

How managers address these con-
cerns can make or break team morale
and productivity.

Experts say clear, honest communi-
cation is critical, but the wrong message
can backfire, fueling fear instead of
trust.

Whether you're rolling out new tools
or just starting the conversation, it’s im-
portant to engage your team with trans-
parency, context and empathy.

Below, two human resources experts
break down five common mistakes to
avoid when discussing Al with your
team and provide guidance on navigat-
ing the discussion more effectively.

1. Acting like it’s no big deal

According to the World Economic Fo-
rum, when managers dismiss or avoid
discussing AI concerns, they often cre-
ate bigger problems down the road.

“Business leaders can’t bury their
heads in the sand and hope for the best,”
says Eric Mochnacz, director of opera-
tions at Red Clover HR in New Jersey.
“They must have up-front discussions
about the benefits of Al in their busi-
ness, the drawbacks, the potential im-

avoid when talking to your team about Al

pacts and the areas where they’ll not al-
low Al usage.”

Chad V. Sorenson, president of Flori-
da-based Adaptive HR Solutions,
agrees that direct communication is
key.

“Employees may feel AI threatens
their jobs and may question leaders’
motives for introducing Al tools,” he ex-
plains. So, “address the fear and explore
how AI can augment workflows and
streamline repetitive tasks rather than
replace workers.”

Takeaway: Don’t downplay concerns
about Al. Acknowledge employee fears
openly and explain how AI will support,
not replace, their work.

2. Throwing around ‘Al’
without defining it

Al isn’t just one thing. Mochnacz ex-
plains that there’s a significant differ-
ence between using generative Al to en-
hance email communications and uti-
lizing AI chatbots to manage all custom-
er interactions. @ Without these
distinctions, employees don't under-
stand what to expect from their work-
place changes or how they can remain
relevant.

“Al is such a buzzword, and leaders
haven’t taken the time to define it and
understand the differences,” Mochnacz
says. “I've been in meetings where peo-
ple ask, ‘Can you do this with AI?’ or ‘Ev-
eryone’s talking about Al, so we have to
do something with it.”

He emphasizes the importance of
clarifying the fundamentals:

e What types of Al are we using and
why?

e What tasks will it/they replace or
help with?

e How much do we trust the tools to

handle those tasks?

Takeaway: Don’t use “Al” as a vague
catchall. Clearly define what types of Al
you're using, what they do and why they
matter to your team.

3. Failing to explain the why

“Any time leaders announce a new
program or procedure without employ-
ee buy-in, there could be fear, skepti-
cism, or anger,” Sorenson cautions.

Instead of simply telling employees
what’s changing, explain why the com-
pany needs AIl. How does it fit into
broader business goals? This context
helps employees understand their role
in the transition rather than viewing it
as a threat.

“Ongoing two-way feedback is criti-
cal for continued refinement of how
teams use Al to improve workflows,
processes and results,” notes Sorenson.

Takeaway: Don’t skip the context.
Explain why Al is being adopted and
how it supports your team’s goals to
build trust and buy-in.

4. Overhyping what Al can do

“Leaders promising that AI will han-
dle everything don’t have a clear under-
standing of its possibilities and limita-
tions,” Sorenson says. For instance, Al
can help employees understand benefit
plans.

But it can’t handle nuanced harass-
ment complaints or mental health con-
cerns. “Al systems must be trained to
understand when a human must inter-
vene,” he adds.

Mochnacz says the problem gets
worse when leaders promise capabili-
ties that may never materialize. “We
have no idea what Al is going to be able

to do in a month, three months, or a
year,” he emphasizes. So, it’s better to
focus on specific, tested use cases rath-
er than grand predictions about AI re-
placing everything.

Takeaway: Avoid making big prom-
ises. Focus on what AI can realistically
do today, not speculative future capabil-
ities.

5. Leaving people
out of the process

“Whenever there’s a business, indus-
try, or technology shift, involve those it
may impact,” Mochnacz stresses. “Have
up-front, direct conversations with your
people about their roles and how they
see Al helping them be more effective.”

A recent MIT Sloan working paper
finds that the most successful genera-
tive Al deployments consistently in-
volve frontline workers from the earliest
stages through rollout.

Drawing on over 50 in-depth inter-
views, MIT researchers demonstrate
that when employees help define the
problem, co-design workflows, experi-
ment with tools, and shape fair transi-
tion policies, not only does adoption im-
prove, but worker productivity and job
quality also rise.

The key here is framing Al as a col-
laboration partner rather than a threat.
Mochnacz explains that when leaders
present Al as a good reality for everyone,
employees will engage with the technol-
ogy.

But when the message becomes
"prove Al can’t replace you," workers re-
sist because it feels like an ultimatum.

Takeaway: Don’t make Al decisions
in a vacuum. Engage employees early
and frame Al as a tool to support their
work, rather than compete with it.
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ALABAMA Montgomery: A new Wal-
letHub study ranking the states with
the best and worst school systems
has the state’s school systems among
the 10 worst in the country. Alabama
ranked No. 43 overall in WalletHub’s
study, placing ninth from the bottom
with a total score of 42.92 out of 100.

ALASKA Juneau: President Donald
Trump and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin are scheduled to meet on
Aug. 15 in Alaska to discuss an end to
the three-year Russian war on Uk-
raine in the first in-person session
between the two world leaders since
Trump returned to the White House.

ARIZONA Tucson: Raytheon’s Tuc-
son operation has landed a multiyear
contract worth up to $3.5 billion to
produce medium-range air-to-air
missiles for allied nations. The Arizo-
na division of Raytheon Technologies
Corp. of Arlington, Virginia, will pro-
duce missiles, a telemetry system
and other parts and provide engi-
neering support.

ARKANSAS Pine Bluff: The Pine Bluff
Police Department announced it has
welcomed 18 recruits, setting a new
record, KARK reported.

CALIFORNIA El Monte: Two Chinese
nationals in California were arrested
and charged with illegally shipping
tens of millions of dollars’ worth of AI
chips to China, the U.S. Justice De-
partment said.

COLORADO Denver: A 10th wolf in
Colorado’s wolf reintroduction pro-
gram has been found dead in Wyo-
ming.

CONNECTICUT Plainfield: Plainfield
First Selectman Kevin Cunningham is
alleging that his office has received
grievances regarding payroll issues in
the town’s police department and
that the police chief has failed to deal
with them directly.

DELAWARE Newark: A Delaware
judge has dismissed a COVID-19-era
whistleblower and discrimination
lawsuit filed by a former University of
Delaware police officer.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Washing-
ton: President Donald Trump issued
an order Aug. 7 for an increased fed-
eral law enforcement presence across
the streets of Washington, D.C., as he
railed against the city’s crime rate
and continued to float a federal take-
over of the nation’s capital.

FLORIDA New Smyrna Beach: A new
recreational and learning center is
coming soon to the Doris Leeper
Spruce Creek Preserve in New Smyr-
na Beach as part of an effort to ex-
pand and upgrade the Volusia Coun-
ty-maintained area. Construction is
underway for the Reid Hughes Envi-
ronmental Learning Center, which
will be the “the focal point” for the
“extensive recreational and educa-
tional enhancements” the county is
bringing to the preserve, according to
Nick Dunnam, the county’s resource
stewardship director.

GEORGIA Athens: Site preparation
for a nearly $120 million retirement
complex in the vast Oconee Connec-
tor retail and commercial center will
begin in August on a 62-acre lot.

HAWAII Lanai City: The state De-
partment of Agriculture and Biosecu-
rity confirmed that coconut rhinocer-
os beetles have been detected on
Lanai for the first time, Hawaii News
Now reported.

IDAHO Caldwell: Farmway Village, a
nearly century-old affordable housing
community, was recently annexed
into the city of Caldwell, KTVB re-
ported.

ILLINOIS Springfield: A Springfield
attorney has been fined for citing
eight non-existent cases in briefs
that he created with artificial intelli-
gence. William Panichi admitted to
using Al to write a draft of the briefs
and said he was “extremely busy” at
the time he filed them, according to a
opinion filed in the Appellate Court of
Mlinois’ Fourth District.

INDIANA Indianapolis: An Indiana
law requiring a 25-foot buffer zone
between on-duty police officers and
bystanders is “unconstitutionally
vague,” the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 7th Circuit ruled.

IOWA Cedar Rapids: Gov. Kim Rey-
nolds and city officials joined In-
gredion executives at a groundbreak-
ing ceremony to celebrate a $50 mil-
lion expansion effort Aug. 6. Ingre-
dion officials said the project is
expected to increase the capacity of
the plant — which uses corn to make
starches for the packaging and pa-
permaking industries — by 50%.

HIGHLIGHT: RHODE ISLAND

PRl = &

Research at Roger Williams University focuses on Rhode Island’s native coral.

DAVID DELPOIO/USA TODAY NETWORK

Bristol: You may not think that a coral can be a fierce hunter. But Rhode Island’s
own Northern star coral isn’'t like others of its kind. In the decade since Koty
Sharp founded the Coral Microbial Ecology Research Lab at Roger Williams Uni-
versity, she and her scientific collaborators have proven that there’s a lot more to
Northern star coral than meets the eye. Sharp was part of a team that successful-
ly manipulated Astrangia’s genes. In doing so, they became the first scientists to
add a new gene into the genome of any type of hard coral. With nearly half of all
coral species facing extinction from climate change, the findings could shed light
on genetic function and help researchers understand how to protect reefs that
occur in just 1% of the world’s oceans but are home to a quarter of all marine life.

KANSAS Topeka: Gov. Laura Kelly
selected Larkin Walsh as the new
Kansas Supreme Court justice to
replace outgoing Justice Evelyn
Wilson.

KENTUCKY Louisville: Tim Swen-
son has stepped down as president
of Sullivan University. The an-
nouncement comes after Swenson,
the institution’s president since
September 2022, was placed on
administrative leave.

LOUISIANA Lafayette: Lafayette
Consolidated Government an-
nounced a proposed renovation of
City Hall aimed at modernizing the
building to meet today’s standards
for public service delivery and ac-
cessibility.

MAINE Montville: A new fundraiser
has been set up and an investiga-
tion is underway after nearly 50
headstones were destroyed at Hall-
dale Cemetery in Montville, WABI
reported.

MARYLAND Baltimore: Six people,
including a 5-year-old girl, were
injured in a Baltimore shooting on
Aug. 9.

MASSACHUSETTS Chilmark: The
Martha’s Vineyard home where
former President Barack Obama and
his family used to spend their sum-
mers has been sold for $37 million,
according to reports. Known as Blue
Heron Farm, the family rented the
home for three summers starting in
2009, according to Realtor.com. It
was then sold to new owners and
taken off the rental market.

MICHIGAN Port Huron: A historical
cannon stolen from Port Huron’s
Lakeside Cemetery more than half a
century ago has been recovered
after it was spotted for sale on Face-
book.

MINNESOTA St. Paul: The suspect
in the June assassination of
Minnesota’s house speaker and her
husband, and the attempted murder
of a state senator and his wife,
pleaded not guilty to numerous
charges in federal court, court pa-
pers say.

MISSISSIPPI McHenry: Anduril
Rocket Motor Systems has officially
opened its full-rate solid rocket
motor facility in McHenry, the com-
pany announced. The new site is
expected to reach annual produc-
tion of around 6,000 tactical SRMs
by the end of 2026, Anduril said.

MISSOURI Jefferson City: The Mis-
souri attorney general’s office is
asking a Cole County judge to dis-
miss a lawsuit alleging a state agen-
cy violated competitive bidding
laws to steer lucrative technology
contracts to a well-connected com-
pany, Missouri Independent report-
ed.

MONTANA Anaconda: The 45-year-
old man accused in the fatal shoot-
ing of a bartender and three patrons
at a Montana bar was captured by
police on Aug. 8 after a weeklong
manhunt, state officials announced.

NEBRASKA Omaha: A new report
from the Office of the Inspector
General of Child Welfare of Nebras-
ka showed that the total number of
reported child deaths in the state
has significantly decreased since
2025 and is overall lower than in
recent years, WOWT reported.

NEVADA Carson City: Parents or
guardians of about 175,000 Nevada
children are already ineligible for
the federal child tax credit, and an
additional 35,000 children will lose
eligibility under President Donald
Trump’s tax and spending bill, ac-
cording to a new analysis. That’s a
17% reduction in the number of
families who will be able to claim
the credit, Nevada Current reported.

NEW HAMPSHIRE Portsmouth:
Great Bay Community College will
welcome a new group of students in
September into its innovative Culi-
nary Arts and Sustainable Food-
ways short-term certificate pro-
gram.

NEW JERSEY Hackensack: The City
Council has suspended a nearly
$12 million contract for the con-
struction of a sports complex in
Johnson Park that had been ap-
proved by the previous council.

NEW MEXICO Albuquerque: The
University of New Mexico Hospital
said its Critical Care Tower, which is
one of the biggest construction pro-
jects in the state, is almost ready to
open as construction on one of New
Mexico’s most advanced hospital
facilities is nearly complete, KRQE
reported.

NEW YORK New York: New York
City property developer The Durst
Organization sealed one of 2025’s
largest Manhattan office loans for a
landmark Times Square skyscraper,
according to Rosenberg + Estis, the
law firm that represented the devel-
oper.

NORTH CAROLINA Fayetteville: A
tall spire that would rise from
among the trees and be visible from
a great distance has been part of a
vision for Fayetteville’s Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Park since 2018. The
park’s development goes back much
longer - it was first proposed in the
mid-1990s. The 120-foot spire is to
be built in the park that already
features a statue of the great Civil
Rights leader; it would light up — a
beacon for justice and equality. It is
still not clear when any of that will
happen, even though the park has
received millions in funding from
the city, county and state.

NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck: A feder-
al judge in North Dakota has vacat-
ed the Federal Reserve’s “swipe
fees” regulation that capped the
amount banks charge merchants for
processing debit transactions, in a
ruling favoring retailers that have
long complained about paying in-
flated amounts.

OHI0 Columbus: While Ohio will
likely get at least $500 million from
President Donald Trump’s Big Beau-
tiful Bill, officials agree that’s not
enough to correct long-term funding
problems in rural health care or
Medicaid cuts in the same bill. The
28 rural and independent Ohio hos-
pitals formed a task force on Aug. 1,
the first of its kind in the state, to
advocate for the funding Ohio is
promised.

OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City: Re-
publican Attorney General Gentner
Drummond and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice are asking a judge
to declare unconstitutional a state
law that allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state tuition at
Oklahoma colleges and universities.

News from across the USA

OREGON Salem: A two-alarm fire
that destroyed an office building in
northeast Salem in July was most
likely caused by an electrical failure,
a fire investigator determined.

PENNSYLVANIA Erie: For the first
time in the history of Tall Ships Erie,
the Brig Niagara won't be leading the
way into Presque Isle Bay. Instead,
the ship leading the Parade of Sail,
scheduled Aug. 21, will be the Lettie
G. Howard - the historic schooner
now captained by Erie native Griffin
Hayes.

SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia: South
Carolina drivers who grip the steering
wheel tightly when navigating I-95
have good reason to. According to
Insurance Comparison, the highway
is the most dangerous in the state,
with an average of 30 fatalities per
year.

SOUTH DAKOTA Brookings: South
Dakota State University lost an

$86 million livestock research grant
as part of recent federal spending
cuts, making South Dakota the state
with the highest per-student loss of
research grants, the Center for Amer-
ican Progress reported, according to
South Dakota News Watch. However,
without that grant, the overall im-
pacts of the Trump administration’s
cuts to higher education in South
Dakota are relatively minimal, the
news outlet reported.

TENNESSEE Hohenwald: The Ele-
phant Sanctuary in Tennessee has
been selected as the 2025 Governor’s
Environmental Stewardship Award
winner for Sustainable Performance.
The award is one of nine in different
categories by the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Environment and Conserva-
tion, according to a news release.

TEXAS Austin: President Donald
Trump’s administration is aiming to
construct the largest federal migrant
detention facility in the United States
on a military base in Texas, the Pen-
tagon said, the latest move to use
military resources to make good on
his immigration agenda.

UTAH Sevier County: Human re-
mains connected to a man who mys-
teriously disappeared in 1997 were
recovered near Fish Lake in Utah,
local authorities revealed. According
to a news release from the Sevier
County Sheriff’s Office, a foot was
discovered inside a hiking boot along
the shore of the lake in May. They
learned that it belonged to a missing
man identified as David White of
Washington, who went missing in
September 1997.

VERMONT Johnson: A 12-acre parcel
known as the Deer Camp property in
Johnson is now permanently protect-
ed as part of the Long Trail State
Forest, securing public access to a
300-foot stretch of the Long Trail and
enhancing recreational opportunities
in the region.

VIRGINIA Fairfax County: The body
of a 4-year-old boy has been identi-
fied more than five decades after he
went missing in Northern Virginia in
1972. The missing child was revealed
as Carl Matthew Bryant, the Fairfax
County Police Department said.

WASHINGTON Olympia: Violent
crime in Washington dropped signifi-
cantly last year but remains well
above pre-pandemic levels. And
Washington remains dead last in
police staffing per capita compared to
other states. These findings come
from a report released by the Wash-
ington Association of Sheriffs and
Police Chiefs that shows some en-
couraging signs after years of rising
crime, Washington State Standard
reported.

WEST VIRGINIA Charleston: The
West Virginia Department of Tourism
said that more than 125,000 visitors
have checked in along the West Vir-
ginia Waterfall Trail, WV News re-
ported.

WISCONSIN Madison: The Wiscon-
sin Elections Commission has deacti-
vated over 192,000 voter registrations
through the legally required four-year
maintenance process, according to an
Aug. 1 news release. The 192,369 indi-
viduals deactivated had not voted in
the past four years and did not re-
spond to mailing regarding their reg-
istration status, said Meagan Wolfe,
WEC’s administrator.

WYOMING Cheyenne: Eight Wyo-
ming newspapers abruptly shuttered
after parent company News Media
Corporation suddenly closed, citing
financial challenges, Wyoming Tri-
bune Eagle reported.

From USA TODAY Network and
wire reports
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-DJ Lagway fires up Florida’s Playoff hopes .
but health of quarterback a big concern

Matt Hayes
USA TODAY NETWORK

It doesn’t matter how it happened, only that it
did. And that the long- and short-term future for
one of college football’s top young players is now in
question.

Florida quarterback DJ Lagway is quickly be-
coming Mr. Glass.

* Shoulder, hamstring and core injuries in his first
year in Gainesville, and now a calf injury in fall
camp.

“I'm not an injury-prone guy,” Lagway said last
month during SEC Media Days.

+ Then a left calf strain arrived before the start of -

fall camp, and now the inevitable is here: When and
how could the glass crack again?
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Lagway missed time or didn’t participate full-go
throughout the entire offseason, multiple injuries
not only stalling his development but also leaving
the Gators’ 2025 resurgence in question. In one
short year, Lagway’s injury timeline has moved
from unlucky to unnerving.

Whether it’s increased level of competition, in-
tensity of training or just plain bad luck, four inju-
ries (two relatively serious) before the start of Lag-
way’s second season is cause for concern. More
problematic: It’s not a long or difficult a jump from
calf strain to a much bigger problem. o

Especially since we’ve seen it of late among the
greatest athletes in sports.

Aaron Rodgers and Tyrese Halliburton dealt

See LAGWAY, Page 2C

Top: Florida quarterback DJ Lagway. Bottom: The Gators were 6-1 last season in games he started.
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Jarrett Bell
Columnist
USA TODAY

Shedeur
shines,

rewrites
Browns’

QB script

CHARLOTTE, NC - So much for the
narrative that Shedeur Sanders was
set up to fail.

No, there’s another way to look at
this after the fifth-round rookie quar-
terback essentially aced his test for the
Cleveland Browns in their preseason
opener on Aug. 8.

Sanders was hardly perfect while
handling a heavy workload in the
30-10 exhibition win against the Caro-
lina Panthers.

But boy was he good. Sanders, 23,
threw two touchdown passes to Kaden
Davis that looked as if they were guid-
ed by laser. He had a few Harry Houdi-
ni moments, escaping at least four
would-be sacks. He flowed off-script,
like on a 30-yard completion that fel-
low rookie Luke Floriea hauled in with
one hand. And he never committed a
turnover.

Yet afterward, Sanders (14 of 23,
138 yards, 106.8 passer rating) be-
moaned missing on a couple of throws
that got away.

“Did I play up to par?” he said. “No, I
don’t think I did.”

Well, he’s entitled to his opinion,
too.

So, just imagine what Sanders, list-
ed as fourth-string on the depth chart,
might have done if he had worked
practice reps with the starters or sec-
ond team. He has yet to have a rep with
the first team during training camp
and has had only a handful with the
2’s. He’s the guy seen during practices
working alone on an adjacent field.

With Kenny Pickett and rookie Dil-
lon Gabriel, listed behind Joe Flacco,
nursing hamstring injuries, Sanders
got his chance to start and shine.

Some suggested he was set up to fail
because of his limited practice reps.
Sanders, though, has a totally different
view.

“I think overall in life, I don’t want
anybody to make excuses,” said Sand-
ers, who led college football in comple-
tion percentage in his final year play-
ing for his Hall of Fame father, Deion,
at Colorado in 2024 - then dominated
the news cycle during the three-day
NFL draft as his stock tumbled from a
projected first-round pick to a third
day selection.

Set up to fail?

“You ask God for something. It’s
there,” he said. “And you’re going to
complain about it? So, it’s two ways
you canlook at it. You canlook at it and
be thankful and take full advantage of
the opportunity. Or you can look at it
like, ‘Dang. This is what I've been ask-
ing for, but I'm not prepared. I've been
able to sleep at night, knowing I was
going to be playing. And then I just
prepared as normal. Then that switch
kicked in. When you're out there on the
field, it feels different. Ball’s ball. Ball
has never been a problem for me.”

See BELL, Page 2C

b b _—
Cleveland Browns quarterback
Shedeur Sanders (12) looks downfield
during the second quarter in the
exhibition game against the Carolina
Panthers.

SCOTT KINSER/USA TODAY NETWORK
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Hunter embarks on two-way pro journey

Jarrett Bell
USA TODAY

JACKSONVILLE, FL — Time was a bit
tight, as usual, for Travis Hunter.

“I'm going to eat, take a shower, and
go back to work,” he told USA TODAY
Sports, pausing for a few minutes dur-
ing his lunch break on Aug. 5.

Talk about time management. After
taking snaps on both offense and de-
fense during the Jacksonville Jaguars
training camp practice — the first ses-
sion this summer that he went both
ways — Hunter joined the wide receivers
group for an autograph session with
dozens of fans on hand at Miller Electric
Center.

And the rest of the day?

“T'll have 45 minutes with the de-
fense,” he said of a pending meeting.
“Back to offense from 2:05 to 4:35. Then
walk-throughs.”

He caught himself and recalibrated.

“Actually, I've got defensive walk-
through today from 4:35 to 5:50. Then
we’re out. Then tomorrow, I'll be on de-
fense.”

As he recited his schedule, Hunter,
22, was full of youthful exuberance and
charisma - as advertised. Hunter, who
won the Heisman Trophy last year as
college football's best player, is so
driven to prove that he can excel while
playing receiver and cornerback on the
NFL level. And the desire seems palat-
able as he flashes a huge grin.

Then again, for all of his accomplish-
ments, there’s some down-to-earth
humility.

“I've had a lot of progress,” Hunter
said. “But now I've got to continue to
prove myself and prove that I'm sup-
posed to be here.”

No, this two-way duty hasn’t been
done in the NFL in decades. But when
Hunter joined forces with Deion Sand-
ers — first at Jackson State, then Colora-
do - the conventional wisdom was that
he couldn’t hold up going both ways on
the college level. Coach Prime was the
only coach who pledged to let him try.

And look at Hunter now. The Jaguars
sent a bundle of draft picks to the Cleve-
land Browns to select the best athlete in
the NFL draft with the second pick over-
all and made the “organizational deci-
sion,” as coach Liam Coen put it, to use
Hunter both ways.

Sure, there’s a huge challenge for
Hunter - who made his NFL preseason
debut against the Pittsburgh Steelers on

1

Travis Hunter sprints while running a
wide receiver route during camp.
How he fared in preseason opener, 4C
DOUG ENGLE/THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

Aug. 9 to hold up physically against bet-
ter athletes for a longer season in the
NFL. Yet Hunter is quick to emphasize
the mental game, which will enable him
to absorb nuances of sophisticated NFL
game plans.

“We’ve got a schedule set up and I'll
get it before the week even starts,” he
said. “By the end of the week, I'll have
another schedule for next week.”

Is this how it worked at Colorado?

“In Colorado, I met with both (units)
every day, so I was good,” he replied.

Coen, the Jaguars rookie head coach,
is adjusting to this flow in his own right.
He said there’s been trial and error —
“more reps here, less reps there,” Coen
said - to balance the workload.

“It’s what he’s been doing, whereas
for us coaches and staff, it's new and
different,” Coen told USA TODAY Sports.
“To find that sweet spot of how much is
too much and what’s not enough, it’s a
revolving door.

Coen texted Hunter the night of
Aug. 4 and told him of the plan to give
him snaps on both sides of the ball the
next day for the first time during a prac-
tice. “He’s like, ‘All right, finally, dude, ”
Coen said of the response.

During one series in practice, Hunter,
wearing a teal No. 12 jersey, zipped in-
side on a skinny post route and snagged
a tight spiral. The next series, Hunter
wore a white, No. 12 pinnie over his jer-

sey for a shift on defense where he blan-
keted his assigned receiver with tight
man-to-man coverage.

Near the end of practice, Coen kept
Hunter out of the final11-on-11drill, but it
was surely a full load. According to The
Florida Times-Union, he went 19 plays
(10 on offense, nine on defense) in the
team drills, testing the high level of con-
ditioning that is his calling card.

“The last time I got tired, tired?”
Hunter said, repeating the question.
“Probably today. It was a lot on me, but I
got through the day and did what I was
supposed to do. For the most part, I was
good.”

From this point, Coen expects the
double-duty during practices will be-
come the norm rather than the excep-
tion. Since the offseason workouts,
Coen has been particularly impressed
with Hunter’s learning curve in absorb-
ing the nuances of the offense.

“Corner is probably a lot more natural
for him to just go and play,” Coen said.
“It’s probably where he’s had the most
development in his college experiences.
Well, he’s worked his tail off this
summer, working on the receiver fun-
damentals and techniques, and it’s
showed up.”

When the Jaguars released their first
official depth chart last week, Hunter
was listed as a starting receiver along-
side Brian Thomas Jr. and Dyami Brown
and as the backup left cornerback be-
hind Jarrian Jones. Of course, that’s
subject to change. Yet Coen projects
that when the games count Hunter
could play 80% of the snaps — on both
offense and defense, which would be in
the range of the 111 snaps he averaged
last season at Colorado.

“But we've got to train him,” Coen
added. “It’s a long season.”

Coen, inheriting a team that finished
4-13 in 2024, also hasn’t been shy about
his expectations of excellence. Earlier
last week, Coen said he thinks that
Hunter could win honors as NFL Offen-
sive Rookie of the Year and NFL Defen-
sive Rookie of the Year.

“I didn’t hear that, but I'm happy he
said that because I know I can be,”
Hunter said. “T've just got to continue to
prove myself.”

The debates could go on and on. Cor-
nerback or receiver?

“Selfishly, I definitely want him on of-
fense more,” Jaguars quarterback Tre-
vor Lawrence told The NFL Network.
“And I told him, ‘Do you want to catch

touchdowns or do you want to maybe
break up a pass or two? That’s a deci-
sion you have to make.

“He’ll make plays wherever he is, but
obviously as a quarterback, I hope he
plays more on offense. Wherever he
plays ... he will make us better.”

Just don’t think Hunter is feeling any
pressure. Sure, he’s a marquee attrac-
tion infusing much hope for a franchise
that has posted double-digit losses in
five seasons since 2018. On many levels
the Jaguars need his premium talent on
offense and defense, which explains
why there’s been healthy lobbying from
coaches on both units for Hunter’s ser-
vices.

“Nah, there ain’t no pressure,” Hunter
insists. “It don’t faze me at all. I've been
doing this for a minute. I'm not worried
about what people say. I'm just out here
playing football, doing what I've got to
do to help my team win.”

Listen to Tony Boselli rave about
Hunter. Boselli, the Hall of Fame left
tackle, is the only player in Jaguars his-
tory with his jersey retired. During the
offseason, he became the franchise’s
executive vice president for football op-
erations, which put him in the mix with
Coen and new general manager James
Gladstone in assessing Hunter’s stock.

Of course, Hunter was the top-rated
player on the Jaguars’ draft board - and
one they figured they had no shot to get
when originally holding the fifth pick in
the first round.

Boselli admits that initially he had
reservations that Hunter could play
both ways.

“I had my questions, maybe some
doubts, because I had never met him,”
Boselli told USA TODAY Sports. “But
then you get an idea of the personality
and intelligence that he had, and you
watch the tape, and it’s like, ‘If anybody
can do it, this guy can.’”

Boselli said he quickly became of the
opinion that Hunter doesn’t like football
— he loves it.

“That’s what we need — guys who
love the game,” Boselli said.

Coen sees it similarly. “He’s all ball,”
Coen said. “The guy fishes and does
football.”

Especially when he comes to work.

“He’s here all day, and his day is max-
imized,” Coen said. “Every single mo-
ment he’s in the building, he has some-
thing to do. And he wouldn’t have it any
other way.”

So we’ve heard.

Bell

Continued from Page 1C

Sanders may have just played him-
self into a serious contender for the
Browns’ starting job. After all, coach
Kevin Stefanski has maintained that it’s
an “open” competition. And if that’s the
case, Sanders, who played 45 snaps on
nine series (excluding a kneel-down at
the end of the first half), has at least
earned the chance to get reps with the1's
and 2’s.

Stefanski evaded that question when
I asked during his postgame news con-
ference and also wouldn’t touch the top-
ic of the competition. The rookie
wouldn’t light a match, either.

Sanders: “I just think about when I
got out there, doing what I've got to do.
Everything else is not in my hand, so
why worry about it? I just don’t think
that deep into everything because it’s
nothing you’re going to be able to con-
trol. Why put energy into something
that you can’t control? The most you can

do is hey, man, if you get your opportu-
nity and your number’s called, perform
it. At least to the bare minimum to win
the game.”

There’s fresh videotape out there
now, however, showing Sanders making
splash plays like he did at Colorado and
demonstrating keen instincts during his
big audition. It’s a starting point. Never
mind that the Browns didn’t play start-
ers and Carolina played first-teamers for
only a couple of series.

As LeBron James so eloquently put it
in a post on X, Sanders’ performance
shouldn't be discounted because he
didn’t play with or much against start-
ers.

Ah, social media. Sanders was such a
trending topic the night of Aug. 8, just as
he was during the NFL draft.

His famous father, aka Coach Prime,
didn’t hesitate to put out a post amid the
buzz.

“What now?” Deion asked on X.

Stefanski and his staff — including
Bill Musgrave, the Browns quarterbacks
coach who was a teammate of Deion’s
on the San Francisco 49ers squad that

won Super Bowl 29 - can assess so
many layers of Sanders’ performance.

If you wanted to script a test to cover
all of the bases, the Browns couldn’t
have done much better than compiling
the “situational football” scenarios from
the game. Sanders operated in a nine-
play drive and a two-play drive. On an-
other possession, he faced back-to-
back third-and-long plays, converting
the first one after he rolled out and bolt-
ed from the pocket for a 9-yard run. An-
other time he powered under the pile to
convert a quarterback sneak. Both of his
TD passes came while positioned in the
red zone. Another series had him
backed up deep in his own end, then
throwing from the end zone. At the end
of the half, a hurry-up drill.

Said Stefanski, “The situations were
invaluable for Shedeur, for all of our of-
fense.”

Then there’s this other situation, re-
flecting uncharted territory for Sanders.
Someone asked about his patience, giv-
en the scant opportunities while buried
on the depth chart.

“It’s different things and different life

lessons you've got to go through,” he
said. “And I haven’t gone through this
situation that I'm in, ever. So, it’s really
just a test from God. I was just thankful
that I was able to see the light of day and
get out there and play.”

Still, it’s so striking that he produced
so much from so few practice reps.

“I'm comfortable with being uncom-
fortable,” he declared. “That’s what it is.
I've got pockets of finding my rhythm.
I've got to get into that quicker, regard-
less of anything. But overall, I felt like
me out there.

“I couldn’t do it without the time, I
couldn’t do it without the play-calling,”
he added. “So, I'm just thankful to have
the joy of just being on the field overall.
And carrying the responsibility to do the
right thing. So, that’s two badges under
my belt already.”

And with that, Sanders rewrote the
narrative.

“My vow is to definitely make
change,” he said. “And change was
made.”

Which adds some major intrigue to
the Browns’ quarterback situation.

Lagway
Continued from Page 1C

with calf strains in the last two years,
and both strains preceded season-end-
ing Achilles injuries. Kevin Durant’s
Achilles injury in 2019 started with a calf
strain, too.

But before we go down that rabbit
hole and scuttle the season for a rising
star quarterback and a team with Col-
lege Football Playoff hopes, before we
make too much of Lagway wearing a
compression wrap on his left calf in
practice, maybe he’s not Mr. Glass at all.

Maybe he just got dinged more times
than most.

“The whole injury thing, for the most
part, is relatively new for me,” Lagway
said last month, and he hasn’t spoke to
the media since. “I feel better than I ever
have right now.”

It was last month when Lagway ad-
mitted to USA TODAY Sports that the
throwing shoulder injury didn’t occur

during his breakout freshman season as
most believed, but that it was some-
thing he dealt with the entire season.

A season in which he won every
game he started and finished.

His 6-1 record overall as a starter in-
cluded a loss to Georgia, where he left
late in the second quarter with a ham-
string injury, with the Gators leading
10-3. Other than that, Lagway’s fresh-
man season (even with modest num-
bers) was high-level production in the
nation’s most difficult conference.

He has had soreness in the shoulder
since high school and has typically used
rehabilitation instead of surgery to
overcome pain and stiffness. The shoul-
der injury (and the core injury) forced
him to miss throwing in spring practice.

Then the calf injury showed up be-
fore fall camp, and despite the soreness,
Lagway has been throwing and looks
sharper than ever. The only question
now: Will the calf hold up?

“The guy’s been working hard all
summer,” Florida coach Billy Napier said
last week. “Certainly, hopefully, he’ll be

able to do more and more as we go day-
to-day.”

That’s not exactly a ringing endorse-
ment, but it’s also all Napier and Florida
have to hold. Because with Lagway,
Florida is alegitimate threat to reach the
College Football Playoff.

Without him - and with sixth-year
nomad Harrison Bailey or former walk-
on Aidan Warner playing quarterback —
the Gators may have problems reaching
bowl eligibility.

Last week, former Alabama coach
Nick Saban - speaking during his Nick’s
Kid’s Foundation event - said five teams
could win the SEC this season. One of
those teams was Florida.

Even with the uncertainty of Lag-
way’s health, or the nation’s toughest
schedule. Which, frankly, Napier and
the team are getting tired of talking
about.

Spot the ball, they all say now.
Doesn’'t matter that the schedule in-
cludes games away from Gainesville
against Georgia, LSU, Miami, Texas
A&M and Ole Miss and home games

against Texas and Tennessee, Florida
played the same schedule last year.

And by the end of the regular season
(and with a healthy Lagway), the Gators
were playing as well as anyone in the
SEC.

There’s a lot to like about this Florida
team, one that Napier has patiently and
organically built through high school
recruiting instead of relying on the crap-
shoot that is the transfer portal. An ex-
perienced and deep offensive line, some
of the SEC’s best young skill players and
a defense that developed last year with
Lagway.

In the six games Lagway started and
completed, the Florida defense gave up
an average of 13.1points per game. In the
other seven games, the Gators gave up
an average of 31.5.

“He makes everyone better,” Napier
said. “That’s what rare players do.”

If they can stay on the field.

Matt Hayes is the senior national col-
lege football writer for USA TODAY
Sports Network. Follow him on X at
@MattHayesCFB.
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Jaxson Dart pmsed under pressure

USA TODAY

New York Giants fans got their first
look at rookie quarterback Jaxson Dart
in a professional game on Aug. 9. The
early returns on New York’s investment
are promising.

Dart made his professional debut in
the Giants’ preseason clash with the
Buffalo Bills, about 3 % months after the
G-Men drafted him with the 25th overall
pick.

He was the second Giants quarter-
back of the game, taking over from
starter Russell Wilson after New York’s
first possession and playing until the
end of the first half.

The rookie out of Mississippi fin-
ished his day 12 of 19 on pass attempts
for 154 yards and a touchdown pass.

The Giants scored on three of their
four possessions with Dart in the game.
In order, his drives ended: punt, touch-
down, 50-yard field goal, 51-yard field
goal.

Here’s how USA TODAY Sports
grades Dart’s debut performance:

Giants rookie QB shines vs. Bills

There was plenty to like about Dart’s
performance in his first career game as a
pro, even if it was just an exhibition
clash in the preseason.

One of the biggest takeaways from
the overall performance was Dart’s
poise in the pocket, particularly when
he was under pressure. The rookie’s first
possession under center saw him evade
pass rushers and make a couple of nice
throws, even if it ended with a punt.

There were other throws later on that
showcased the same kind of pocket
awareness. There was a nice slip-screen
pass Dart made over the outstretched
arms of a defender, executed with per-
fect touch to avoid getting swatted while
still giving his running back the chance

Rookie Jaxson Dart throws in the first quarter for the Giants against the Bills.
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to make a play.

On a following possession, Dart
showcased the other side of the spec-
trum of his arm talent and ball place-
ment. After a false start and rush for no
gain backed the Giants up to a second-
and-15 play on their own 31, Dart made
one of his best throws of the day to pick
up a first down.

He took the snap, allowed himself
time to read through his progressions,
kept his eyes downfield while avoiding
pressure from edge rushers on both
sides, stepped up in the pocket and
rocketed a pass to Montrell Washington.
The throw was perfectly executed on
Washington’s drag route, placed be-
tween a couple of linebackers reading

his eyes and finding the open space in
the zone coverage.

Dart’s best play of the day was easily
his lone touchdown pass: a 28-yard
beauty of a throw to Lil'Jordan Hum-
phrey.

On a third-and-5 play on Dart’s sec-
ond possession under center, the rookie
took the shotgun snap, dropped back
and floated a touch pass down the side-
line that found Humphrey’s hands de-
spite solid coverage from the defending
cornerback. The throw was even more
impressive given the incoming pressure
Dart faced.

Running back Dante Miller didn’t
help out up front when the Giants left
guard missed his block, allowing a free

rusher up the middle to get in Dart’s face
as he wound up to make the throw. Re-
gardless, the rookie kept his composure
and delivered a perfect ball to Hum-
phrey then took a direct hit after his re-
lease.

On top of the plays Dart made as a
passer, he also gave Giants fans a
glimpse of his playmaking ability with
his legs, avoiding a couple of would-be
tacklers as his pocket collapsed and
scrambling up the middle for a 19-yard
gain.

Dart’s debut wasn’t all sunshine and
rainbows.

While his success under duress was
notable and impressive, there were a
few throws he missed in much easier
circumstances.

A third-down pass attempt on his
first possession ended up out of reach
for tight end Greg Dulcich despite the
separation Dulcich had from his de-
fender. A first-down attempt to a wide
open Humphrey on Dart’s penultimate
drive sailed high and incomplete. A cou-
ple of plays later, the rookie underthrew
a short pass that, while potentially
catchable for Washington, ended in a
failed third-down conversion attempt.

Dart’s final pass attempt of the day
also fell incomplete when he took a split
second too long to get the throw out on
third down and placed the ball a hair too
far inside on the “out” route. Bills defen-
sive back Te’Cory Couch was able to get
his hand in and break up the throw,
though the pass was still a catchable
one for Washington.

There were also a couple of balls bat-
ted down at the line of scrimmage as
well, one of which almost resulted in an
interception.

Overall, Giants fans should be excit-
ed with what they saw from their rookie
quarterback in his first game as a pro,
even ifit hasthe caveat of only beingina
preseason exhibition game.

Grade: B

Titans rookie Cam Ward earns solid grade

Jack McKessy
USA TODAY

Cam Ward, the Tennessee Titans’
No. 1 overall pick in the 2025 NFL draft,
finally made his pro debut. Results were
mixed, but mostly solid.

Ward played the first two offensive
drives in the Titans’ preseason opener
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on
Aug. 9 in Tampa and completed five of
his eight pass attempts in the game for
67 yards. He threw no touchdowns, no
interceptions and did not take a sack.

In such a limited sample size against
a Bucs team that kept most of its start-
ers on the bench, it was hard to get a
good read on how Ward’s skills will
translate to the pro level.

USA TODAY Sports made an evalua-
tion anyway, grading out Ward’s first
couple of offensive possessions as a pro.

Here’s how it went:

Top overall pick solid in debut

Ward’s pro career got off to an unim-
pressive start after he took the field for
the Titans’ first offensive possession.

Tennessee went three-and-out in a
drive that lasted less than one minute of
game clock time.

Ward’s first snap was a handoff to
running back Tony Pollard for 5 yards.
His second was an incomplete pass to
receiver Van Jefferson. And in Ward’s fi-

nal play of his first drive as a pro, he
drifted backward out of a clean pocket
then had to throw the ball away when
pressure eventually came.

The Titans went on to punt.

Ward’s second drive went far better
than the first. His first throw when he
returned to the field was also his first
NFL completion: a 27-yarder to lead
wide receiver Calvin Ridley.

The rookie took advantage of his
good protection on the play before deli-
vering the strike to Ridley, who had
found an open hole in the Buccaneers’
zone coverage. The wideout turned up-
field for about 10 more yards and into
Bucs territory before defenders
swarmed him for the tackle.

Ward completed his next three pass
attempts, though the first was nixed by
an offensive pass interference penalty.
The two that counted were both to Rid-
ley again, including one well-thrown
ball to beat double coverage as the wide-
out bolted toward the sideline.

The placement on the throw hit Rid-
ley in motion and prevented him from
getting lit up by the safety charging in on
a pursuit angle. Though Ward didn’t
technically give his wideout a chance to
turn upfield, he did avoid a dangerous,
“hospital ball” play with the throw.

The rest of the drive featured three
more attempts and two more comple-
tions by the Titans’ rookie.

The lone incompletion was Ward’s

Tennessee Titans quarterback Cam
Ward warms up before the preseason
game against the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers at Raymond James
Stadium. NATHAN RAY SEEBECK/IMAGN IMAGES

worst throw of the game. He tried to slot
aback-shoulder throw in to Elic Ayoma-
nor near the left boundary, but he un-
derthrew it. Buccaneers cornerback

Josh Hayes had his eyes on the quarter-
back and undercut the route, nearly
coming away with an interception.

Ward did not appear fazed by his
near-pick.

He went on to convert both third-
down opportunities for his team as Ten-
nessee neared and entered the red zone.

Ward’s first conversion was a strong
pass to tight end Chig Okonkwo over the
middle on a stick route to get10 yards on
third-and-9.

His second was a short dump-off to
newcomer Tyler Lockett, who picked up
some yards after the catch to get his
team to the Buccaneers’ 3-yard line. Pol-
lard took care of the rest, rushing for a
touchdown two plays later.

In such a small sample size — two
drives, eight pass attempts — it’s hard to
come away with any significant take-
aways from Ward’s pro debut. It wasn’t
horrible, but it also wasn’t mind-blow-
ing.

A three-and-out to start wasn't great,
but leading a 67-yard touchdown drive
was.

Drifting out of the pocket was a bad
habit Ward needs to break, but making
well-placed throws to Ridley was a good
“habit” to keep building on.

The near-interception wasn’'t awe-
some, but Ward’s ability to flush it and
make some successful throws for the
rest of the drive was impressive.

Grade: B-

Vikings’ J.J. McCarthy back a year after knee injury

Jack McKessy
USA TODAY

When Minnesota Vikings quarter-
back J.J. McCarthy took the field Aug. 9,
it marked the end of a 364-day hiatus
from in-game action for the second-
year gunslinger.

The Vikings’ preseason opener
against the Houston Texans was Mc-
Carthy’s first game back healthy since
Aug. 10, 2024, when he tore his menis-
cus in Minnesota’s preseason opener
against the Las Vegas Raiders. The in-
jury robbed McCarthy of his rookie sea-
son before it even began.

The Michigan product started in his
return to action and played a solid first
drive.

McCarthy’s knee looked plenty
healthy as he moved around inside and
out of the pocket. That fact was most
apparent when he took off for an 8-yard
rush on fourth-and-4 to pick up a first
down.

Vikings backup Sam Howell took

Vikings quarterback J.J. McCarthy (9)
warms up before the game Aug. 9.
BRAD REMPEL/IMAGN IMAGES

over for McCarthy after the team’s first
offensive possession, which ended in a
48-yard field goal from Will Reichard.

Preseason game stats

Here’s how McCarthy’s performance
looked in the box score after his one-

drive return to game action:

e Completion rate: 4 of 7 (57%)

e Passing yards: 30

e Touchdowns: O

e Interceptions: O

e Rush attempts: 1

e Rushing yards: 8

In his limited time back on the field in
his return, McCarthy did plenty to show
why the Vikings are placing their trust
in him after passing on signing veteran
free agents and letting Sam Darnold
walk in free agency.

On his first pass attempt, McCarthy
faked a handoff then rolled out to his left
before hitting Jordan Addison with a
strike for a short gain. He converted his
first chance on third down with a quick
pass to Addison.

A couple of plays later, he made his
best throw of the game with a deeper
pass, again to Addison, to pick up 18
yards. It was a well-placed throw be-
tween the trailing defender and the
sideline, one made more impressive by
the execution with pressure in his face

and bit of lower body contact after the
play.

In case there were still any concerns
about McCarthy’s knee health, his
aforementioned 8-yard scramble to pick
up a first down should put most doubts
to bed.

Once again facing pressure up the
middle on a fourth-down play in Texans
territory, McCarthy sprinted out to his
right to avoid the pass rush before he
cruised ahead for the first down.

The two worst plays by McCarthy
were small miscues: a batted pass on an
apparent RPO to his back side and an
overthrow to an open receiver on third
down to close out his lone drive.

Overall, a strong showing for McCar-
thy without lead receiver Justin Jeffer-
son active for the game, showing a
strong connection with Addison, his No.
2 receiver. That could come into play by
Week 4 of the regular season, when Ad-
dison returns from his three-game sus-
pension for violating the league’s sub-
stances of abuse policy.
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Shelton threat to end men’s Grand Slam drought

Dan Wolken
@ Columnist
#55 USA TODAY

The

incomprehensible  22-year
Grand Slam drought in American men’s
tennis will end soon. Maybe not this
year, maybe not even next. But it’s going
to happen, and we’re not going to have
to wait too much longer.

Ben Shelton is going to do it.

The 22-year old from Atlanta via the
University of Florida won his first Mas-
ters 1000-level title on Aug. 7 at the Ca-
nadian Open, beating Karen Khachanov
6-7, 6-4, 7-6 in a terrific final.

Sure, you can put some asterisks on
the significance of this tournament —
namely, that No. 1 Jannik Sinner and
No. 2 Carlos Alcaraz opted to take an ex-
tra week off after meeting in both the
French Open and Wimbledon finals.
Those two have dominated the Grand
Slams for the last two years, and Shel-
ton - to this point — has yet to prove he
belongs in their company.

But what Shelton has proved this
summer will serve him extremely well in
the chase to remove Andy Roddick’s
2003 US Open title from the genre of
frustrating tennis trivia. At this mo-
ment, Shelton has a very good argument
as the third-best player in the world.

If not him, then who?

It’s not Alexander Zverev, who is
technically No. 3 in the rankings but
hasn’t felt like a threat to win anything
important since Sinner embarrassed
him in the Australian Open final back in
January.

It’s hard to make an argument for
Taylor Fritz, the highest-ranked Amer-
ican at No. 4, especially after Shelton
dismantled him 6-4, 6-3 in the Toronto
semifinals and showed that he simply
has a higher gear of athleticism and
shot-making when he’s playing well.

Jack Draper? The British lad is 29-9
on the year with his own Masters 1000
title this year at Indian Wells. But his
record in the Slams doesn’t measure up
to Shelton’s and he hasn’t shown the
same level of physical durability, partic-
ularly in a best-of-five setting.

Some would argue it’s still Novak
Djokovic, and they may have a point.
Despite slipping to No. 7 in the world,
one spot behind Shelton, he’s made the
semifinals in all three Slams this year
and he’s still Novak freaking Djokovic.
But at a physically diminished 38 and
barely playing a real schedule anymore
(he’s skipping both big North American
hard court tournaments leading into the
US Open), it would take everything
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breaking his way to win his 25th Grand
Slam.

At the moment, nobody else is really
a factor.

So here’s the overall takeaway: Yes,
Sinner and Alcaraz are going to win
most of the big titles over the next few
years as long as they stay healthy, much
like Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal in
the mid-2000s. But they’re not going to
meet in every Slam final. Injuries hap-
pen, bad days happen. Especially at the
US Open, we often see players who have
had long, grueling years struggle to find
the energy it takes to deal with the heat
and all the other unique elements of
playing in New York.

And when it’s inevitably someone
besides Alcaraz or Sinner hoisting a big
trophy at some point, who’s most likely
to pick up the pieces?

It’s Shelton — and on a hard court, it’s
not particularly close.

Though Canada was just his third ti-
tle, and by far his biggest since turning
pro three years ago, we are seeing some
signs now that he’s headed for a poten-
tially special career.

This win wasn’t a fluke. Rather, it was
the culmination of a summer in which

Ben Shelton reacts after winning a game against Karen Khachanov during the singles final at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto.

Shelton’s game is breaking through in
ways we haven’t really seen before.

He’s always had the elements to be a
top player: huge lefty serve, dynamic
athleticism, weaponry with the fore-
hand and better-than-average net
skills. He’s also shown a flair for step-
ping up at the Grand Slams with two
semifinals and two quarterfinals in just
12 appearances. By any measure, a 30-12
record at the Slams is exceptional for a
young player.

But Shelton’s father and coach, Bryan
Shelton, has stressed repeatedly that
Ben isn’'t a finished product. And their
approach to addressing his weaknesses
has been targeted and methodical.

The eye test, particularly since Shel-
ton made his run to the Wimbledon
quarterfinals (where Sinner stopped
him in three close sets), says that it’s
starting to pay off in areas like decision-
making, consistency from the baseline
and deployment of his backhand slice to
change the rhythm of points.

Even on return, where the advanced
stats show that Shelton is one of the
three worst players in the Top 50, there
were some interesting numbers in To-
ronto. Across his five matches, Shelton

won 36.2% of return points. While that’s
basically average for a top-50 player, it’s
significantly better than the 32% he’s
posted this year. It’s also worth noting
that he broke Fritz and Brandon Na-
kashima - two of the seven hardest
guys on tour to break — three times each.

It was much the same story the week
before in Washington. Despite throwing
in a semifinal stinker against Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina, Shelton won 38.3%
of return points across four matches.

If that’s real improvement and not
just statistical noise, Shelton is a threat
to win the US Open this year. And if he
can merely become an above-average
returner on a regular basis, a Grand
Slam title is probably going to happen at
some point.

Shelton’s first Masters title was a ma-
jor breakthrough in his career and at 22
made him the youngest American to do
so since Roddick at the very same tour-
nament in 2003.

Guess what happened next? A few
weeks later, he lit up New York and be-
came a US Open champion.

The way Shelton played this past
week, don’t be surprised if he follows
the same path to a Grand Slam title.

Travis Hunter plays both ways in Jaguars’ loss

Demetrius Harvey
The Florida Times-Union | USA TODAY NETWORK

The long-awaited debut of Jackson-
ville Jaguars rookie two-way player
Travis Hunter went off without a hitch.

Meanwhile, the team lost its presea-
son opener at home 31-25 to the Pitts-
burgh Steelers on Aug. 9 at EverBank
Stadium.

Still, no one will remember the loss
after witnessing Hunter’s ability and an
unlikely field goal by the team’s second-
year Kicker.

Hunter began his career with Jack-
sonville on offense, playing with the
starters alongside quarterback Trevor
Lawrence and receivers Dyami Brown
and Brian Thomas Jr.

Hunter and the first-team offense
played just one series. Lawrence fin-
ished the game completing 6 of 7 pass
attempts for 43 yards, leading the team
to a 4l-yard field goal made by kicker
Cam Little.

Jacksonville’s backups played the re-
mainder of the game with Hunter taking
a seat, at least on offense.

Jacksonville finished with 339 total
yards, including 273 passing yards and
66 rushing yards.

Jacksonville played all four quarter-
backs, with rookie Seth Henigan getting
the final few minutes of game action.

Jaguars backup quarterback Nick
Mullens completed 11 of 18 passes for
89 yards and a TD. Third-stringer John
Wolford finished 3 of 5 for 63 yards,
while Henigan completed 11 of 14 passes
for 78 yards.

Hunter gets time on both sides

Hunter’s night ended with about 4:21
remaining in the first half as the team
got set for the fourth possession on de-
fense. Hunter played two possessions
on defense while starting the game on
offense, playing 10 snaps (including a
play called back due to a penalty).
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Jaguars wide receiver Travis Hunter runs a route befo

re the preseason game

Aug. 9 at EverBank Stadium in Jacksonville. COREY PERRINE/THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

Hunter finished the game with two
catches for 9 yards. He would have had
three catches for 16 yards had his catch
not been called back due to a penalty.

On Hunter's first defensive drive, he
appeared to make his presence known
right away. Hunter was covering the
left side of the field when Steelers quar-
terback Mason Rudolph looked his
way twice but had to move on. He was
ultimately sacked by defensive end
Dawuane Smoot.

The Jaguars will hope Hunter can
continue to provide lock-down defense.

Little makes longest field goal
in NFL history

As the game clock was winding down
to head into halftime, Mullens threw a
3-yard pass to Bhayshul Tuten to con-
serve just one second left in the first half
for coach Liam Coen to call a timeout.
With the ball spotted at Jacksonville’s

Cam Little celebrates his 70-year field
goal just before halftime Aug. 9
against the Steelers.

COREY PERRINE/THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

48-yard line, it felt unlikely but some-
how possible that Coen would trot out
the field goal unit.

Immediately following, kicker Cam
Little could be seen motioning to go for
the field goal. Long snapper Ross Matis-
cik and punter Logan Cooke trotted out
with what would be an NFL-record
70-yard field goal attempt.

Little lined up and hit a line drive
through the uprights that could have
been good from maybe 75 yards with a
bit of wind.

Little’s kick is the NFL record that,
unfortunately, for the second-year kick-
er won't ultimately count. Still, it will re-
main the longest field goal ever made in
an NFL preseason game.

Little made all four of his field goals
and converted his lone extra point. Little
was drafted in the sixth round of last
year’s draft and missed just two field
goals as one of the team’s most consis-
tent players.
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This announcement is neither an offer to purchase nor a solicitation of an offer to sell Shares (as defined below). The Offer
(as defined below) is made solely by the Offer to Purchase, dated August 6, 2025, and the related Letter of Transmittal,
and any amendments thereto, and is being made to all holders of Shares. Purchaser (as defined below) is not aware of any
state where the making of the Offer is prohibited by administrative or judicial action pursuant to any valid state statute.
If Purchaser becomes aware of any valid state statute prohibiting the making of the Offer, Purchaser will make a good
faith effort to comply with such statute. If, after such good faith effort, Purchaser cannot comply with such state statute,
the Offer will not be made to nor will tenders be accepted from or on behalf of the holders of Shares in such state. In any
jurisdiction where securities, blue sky or other laws require that the Offer be made by a licensed broker or dealer, the Offer
shall be deemed to be made on behalf of Purchaser by one or more registered brokers or dealers licensed under the laws
of such jurisdiction.

Notice of Offer to Purchase for Cash Up to 4,000,000 Shares of Common Stock of CENTENE CORPORATION

at $24.75 Net Per Share by TRC CAPITAL INVESTMENT CORPORATION

| NOTICES

| NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

as follows:

NOTIFICATION OF DISPOSITION OF COLLATERAL

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT Priority Tech Ventures, LLC (“Lender”) will
conduct a sale and disposition of certain assets owned by Torpago, Inc.
(“Borrower”) in accordance with the provisions of 6 Del. C. §§ 9-601, et seq.,

a) Agreements Pursuant to Which the Sale is Held:

TRC Capital Investment Corporation, a corporation under the laws of the Province of Ontario, Canada (“Purchaser”), is
offering to purchase up to 4,000,000 shares of common stock, $0.001 par value per share(the “Shares”), of Centene
Corporation, a Delaware corporation (the “Company”), at $24.75 per share, net to the seller in cash, upon the terms and
subject to the conditions set forth in the Offer to Purchase, dated August 6, 2025, and in the related Letter of Transmittal
(the “Offer”). The offer is not conditioned upon the tender of any minimum number of Shares.
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Advertisement In |

THE OFFER, PRORATION PERIOD AND WITHDRAWAL RIGHTS WILL EXPIRE AT ONE MINUTE AFTER 11:59 P.M., NEW YORK
CITY TIME, ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2025, UNLESS THE OFFER IS EXTENDED OR EARLIER TERMINATED.
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Shares tendered pursuant to the Offer may be withdrawn at any time prior to one minute after 11:59 p.m., New York City
time, on September 4, 2025, (the “Expiration Date”) unless the Offer is extended, and, if not yet accepted for payment by
the Purchaser, may also be withdrawn after September 15, 2025. If more than 4,000,000 Shares are validly tendered prior
to the Expiration Date and not properly withdrawn, the Purchaser will, upon the terms and subject to the conditions of the
Offer, accept for payment and pay for only 4,000,000 Shares on a pro rata basis, with adjustments to avoid purchases of
fractional Shares. The information required to be disclosed pursuant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended,
is contained in the Offer to Purchase and is incorporated herein by reference. The Offer to Purchase and the related
Letter of Transmittal and other relevant materials will be mailed upon request to record holders of Shares and furnished
to brokers, dealers, banks, trust companies and similar persons whose names, or the names of whose nominees, appear
on the Company’s shareholder list or, if applicable, who are listed as participants in a clearing agency’s security position
listing, for subsequent transmittal to beneficial owners of Shares. The Offer to Purchase and Letter of Transmittal contain
important information which should be read before any decision is made with respect to the Offer. Requests for copies
of the Offer to Purchase, the Letter of Transmittal and all other tender offer materials may be directed to the Information
Agent, as set forth below, and copies will be furnished promptly. Questions or requests for assistance may be directed to
the Information Agent. The Information Agent for the Offer is: CNRA FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. 101 St. Clair Avenue West,
Suite 1908, Toronto, Canada M4V 0A2. Call: (416) 861-9446.

August 6, 2025
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Request for Proposals (RFPs)
Multiple Opportunities Available

Proposal Deadline: Monday, September 8, 2025, 5:00 p.m. CT

The Alliance for Innovation, acting as the Lead Contracting Agency

and Cooperative on behalf of Edge Public and participating entities—
including all, local and state government agencies, higher education
institutions, K-12 schools and nonprofit organizations—is seeking
proposals from qualified vendors for a range of RFPs:

¢ RFP-2025-110 - Body-Worn Cameras, Equipment, and Services

¢ RFP-2025-111 - Municipal Spend Management, Expense
Automation, and Related Financial Services

* RFP-2025-112 - Police Equipment and Supplies

¢ RFP-2025-113 - Drone Systems, Replacement Parts and Training

* RFP-2025-114 - Police Body Armor

* RFP-2025-115 - Playground Equipment, Surfaces, Installation,
and Related Services

* RFP-2025-116 - Synthetic Turf Fields, Court Surfaces, Indoor
Sports Flooring, and Related Services

Contracts resulting from this solicitation may be awarded to multiple
vendors. All RFPs are subject to the Lead Contracting Agency’s
General Conditions & Requirements to Offerors.

Full specifications and proposal documents are available via the
AFlI's Procurement Portal at https://indigo.bonfirehub.com. Only
proposals submitted through this portal will be accepted.

Deadline for submission: Monday, September 8, 2025, 5:00 p.m. CT

1. Secured Promissory Term Note dated July 29, 2022 in the original
principal amount of $2,500,000.00 (the “Secured Note”, together
with all other documents evidencing and/or securing the Loan (as
hereinafter defined), the “ ”) given by Torpago, Inc.,
a Delaware corporation, to Priority Tech Ventures, LLC, as successor
by assignment to First Fed Bank, evidencing that certain term loan in
the original principal amount of $2,500,000.00 extended by Lender to
Borrower on or about July 29, 2022 (the “Loan”).

Borrower has defaulted in its obligations to Lender under the Loan
Documents, and, accordingly, the aforementioned Loan Documents
and applicable law provide for the sale set forth herein.

b) Sale Time and Location: Public sale on August 18,2025 at 10:00 AM, at the
offices of Maynard Nexsen P.C., 1901 6th Ave. N., Ste. 1700, Birmingham,
Alabama 35203.

c) Description of Property tobe Sold: The property to be soldis the collateral
pledged by Borrower to secure repayment of its indebtedness to Lender
under the Loan Documents (the “Collateral”), and may include, but is
not limited to, any or all of Borrower’s investment property, equipment,
inventory, intellectual property, chattel paper, accounts, and general
intangibles.

d) Terms of Sale: The Collateral shall be offered for sale in exchange for
payment by certified check, money order, or wire transfer. Payment
must be made in full at the time and place of sale or by 5:00 PM that day.
Pursuant to applicable law, Lender retains the right to credit bid on and
purchase the Collateral at the sale.

e) No Warranties: The Collateral will be sold “AS IS,” “WHERE IS,” “WITH ALL
FAULTS,” and “WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, EXPRESSED
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, A WARRANTY OF
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR OR OTHER
PURPOSE,” and subject to taxes and special assessments, if any have
been levied or assessed, and/or unpaid or unsatisfied.

f) Right to Accounting: Borrower is entitled to an accounting of the unpaid
indebtedness secured by the Collateral that Lender intends to sell.
An accounting may be requested by contacting Ryan D. Thompson, at
Maynard Nexsen P.C. by email at rthompson@maynardnexsen.com.

g) Right to Redeem: Until sale of the above-described Collateral has been
effected, Borrower has the right to redeem the Collateral by payment
or fulfillment of all obligations of the Borrower to Lender under the loan
documents, together with payment of all additional expenses incurred
by Lender incident to sale as authorized by applicable law.

h) : The sale may be postponed pursuant to applicable
law. In such event, an announcement of postponement of the scheduled
sale will be made by mail to all parties who are being served with this
Notice, and to any other parties who submit, prior to the original sale
date, a written request for notice to the undersigned.

i) Notice of Intent to Pursue Deficiency and Costs: Take notice that Lender
reserves its rights to pursue Borrower for all amounts due, including
principal, interest, costs and attorney’s fees remaining due or otherwise
recoverable, less net proceeds of the sale noticed herein, pursuant to
applicable law.

Any questions concerning the foregoing Notice should be directed to Ryan

D. Thompson, Maynard Nexsen P.C., rthompson@maynardnexsen.com,

(205) 254-1000.
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Crypto bros too immature to see harm

Nancy Armour
Columnist
USA TODAY

The crypto bros behind the rash of
sex toys being thrown at WNBA games
are not funny, creative, rebellious or any
of the other glowing narratives they’ve
imagined for themselves.

They’re misogynists, showcasing
their immaturity and insecurity in the
oldest way possible. The WNBA and its
players have reached a level of popular-
ity usually reserved for male athletes
and leagues, a level of popularity these
man-babies can only dream of.

Whatever message they’re claiming
to be wanting to send about the toxicity
of the crypto industry is negated by the
callout to the long history of slapping
down women who dare invade the male
sanctuary of sports. And doing so with
the kind of “humor” that has the de-
meaning of women at its very core.

These aren’t pranks. This is a coordi-
nated campaign of harassment de-
signed to remind WNBA players and
their fans that, for all of the progress
women’s sports have made in the last
few years, the playing field will never be
level if they have anything to say about
it.

“It's a sobering reminder of the power
of misogyny and the pervasiveness of
misogyny and homophobia in our cul-
ture,” said Cheryl Cooky, a professor at
Purdue University who studies the in-
tersection of gender, sport and culture.

“It’s a really important reminder for
those of us advocating for equality, ad-
vocating for women’s sports and trying
to increase their visibility, that the work
isn’t done,” Cooky added. “Just because
women are filling stadiums, the work is
still not done. The struggle is still not
over.”

Since July 29, sex toys have been
thrown at seven WNBA games in five
cities. That’s more than a third of the
league, for those who’d try to downplay
it.

Had a player slipped on one of the ob-
jects, it could have resulted in a torn ACL
or a broken wrist or a concussion. But it
shouldn’t take a career-altering injury to
see how malicious this is.

Creators of a cryptocurrency meme
coin, Green Dildo Coin, have claimed
credit for this inanity, with a spokesman
telling USA TODAY that it wasn’t meant
to be a takedown of the WNBA. Rather,
he said, these crypto bros are trying to
perpetuate a culture cultivated around
jokes, pranks and stunts.

Which, aside from not making sense,
is contradicted by the acknowledgment
that the group’s next foolishness will be
“alotlighter. They’re alot more tasteful.”
Sure. Save the “tasteful” and funny
stunts for the general public while sub-
jecting the WNBA, its players and its
fans to this NSFW nonsense. Not de-
meaning or hateful at all!

I'm just surprised the crypto bros
didn’t tell WNBA players to smile more
while they were at it.

The crypto group’s spokesman also
pointed out that objects, including sex
toys, are thrown at other sporting
events. But a sex toy being thrown - re-
peatedly! — at women’s games when
most of that league’s players are queer
and women of color hits differently than
the one-off tossing of an octopus or a
hat or even a sex toy at a men’s game,
and it begs credulity that these “bros”
don’t get that.

Especially when you listen to one
of their social media livestreams and
hear their wvulgar comments about
W players. Or see their “Paid You What
We Owed You” merchandise, mocking

The Aug. 5
game in
Phoenix was
one of seven
WNBA games
in which a sex
toy object
was thrown.
Mercury
guard
Kahleah
Copper lays
the ball in
past Sun
guard Leila
Lacan (47)
during the
first quarter.
MICHAEL CHOW/
THE REPUBLIC

the T-shirts W players wore at the All-
Star Game to call attention to their de-
mand for higher salaries and more equi-
table revenue sharing.

“The showing of sex objects is trying
to show male dominance. (Because)
women’s sports is the ethos of women’s
power in our country,” said Ajhanai Kea-
ton, an assistant professor of sports
management at UMass who specializes
in the intersection of organizational be-
havior, race, gender, media and politics.

It should not be lost on anyone that
the crypto bros launched their cam-
paign of misogyny two weeks after the
All-Star Game. The WNBA had been
front and center in casual conversation,
and the StudBudz, two Black, mascu-
line-presenting players, went viral.

Of course there was going to be reper-
cussions.

The history of women'’s sports — hell,
women in general - is littered with sto-
ries of backlash any time there’s pro-
gress. Women’s soccer was banned in
England for a half-century because its
popularity was considered a threat to
the men’s game. An increase in the
number of women athletes resulted in
gender tests and insane claims that
physical activity would damage their re-
productive systems.

And this country might never recover
from the audacity of two women run-
ning for president.

“As much as there’s a cultural narra-

WNBA issues
statement
about safety,
incidents

James H. Williams usa TopAY

The WNBA issued a statement
Aug. 8 about the sex toys that have
been thrown in arenas and onto the
court at games over the past two
weeks.

“The safety of everyone in our
arenas remains a top priority,” a
WNBA spokesperson said in a
statement. “We are working closely
with local and federal law enforce-
ment to pursue all appropriate ac-
tions — including arrest and prose-
cution with felony charges where
applicable - against anyone en-
gaged in this conduct or otherwise
involved in sponsoring this reck-
less and unacceptable behavior.”

Most of the toys thrown on the
court have been green and a cryp-
tocurrency meme coin creator took
responsibility for the trend.

Seven known incidents of sex
toys being thrown at WNBA games,
with four reaching the court during
live game action, have taken place
since July 29. The latest incident
came Aug. 7 when the Chicago Sky
played host to the Atlanta Dream.

The Crypto group spokesperson
stated that two individuals who
have been arrested in regard to sep-
arate incidents were not part of the

group.

tive of the rise of women’s sports,
there’s also a really powerful backlash
that corresponds to that celebration and
explosion in interest and explosion in
popularity,” said Cooky, the Purdue pro-
fessor. “Those two things are happening
hand in hand, and that’s not by acci-
dent.”

Unfortunately, the crypto bros have
gotten the attention they wanted. But
they’ll soon discover what other trolls
have: Only weak men demean women,
and anyone insecure enough to pull
stunts like this is desperately trying to
compensate for something.

WEATHER ONLINE

The weather changes.
Stay up-to-date, 24/7.

Download
our free app

USA
TODAY

TODAY’S FORECAST

Thunderstorms from Mexico
to northern Texas, Oklahoma,
Missouri, eastern lowa, south-
ern Wisconsin and northwestern
Illinois today can produce flash
flooding, hail and locally damag-
ing winds. The heat wave in the
Northeast will continue.

Some record-high tempera-
tures may be challenged since
temperatures should be 10-20
degrees Fahrenheit above histor-
ical averages. Rounds of heavy
thunderstorms are forecast for the
Southeast that may cause pond-
ing on roads. Some gusty showers
are also forecast for North Dakota
and northern Minnesota.

In the afternoon, there can be
some thunderstorms in the higher
elevations of the Southwest. Haze
from Canadian wildfires lingers in
the Plains while advancing into
the Midwest and Great Lakes.
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Chiles’ medal saga still hangs in balance

Nancy Armour and Tom Schad
USA TODAY

One year later, the fate of Jordan
Chiles’ bronze medal at the Paris Olym-
pics remains in limbo.

Aug.10 marked the one-year anniver-
sary of the controversial ruling handed
down by the Court of Arbitration for
Sport, which effectively lowered Chiles’
score in the floor exercise final and
bumped her off the medal podium. The
ruling drew swift backlash from Team
USA, prompted the international gym-
nastics federation to revise its rules and
has sparked an ongoing legal battle at
one of the highest levels of the interna-
tional justice system.

Chiles’ multipronged appeal to the
Swiss Federal Tribunal remains pend-
ing, and it is unclear when the court,
which is the top judicial authority in
Switzerland, will render a decision.

But as Chiles waits, here’s an update
on the state of the case, the key players
involved and what could happen next.

All this started at Paris Olympics

Jordan Chiles was forced into this
protracted fight for her medal through
no fault of her own.

Chiles initially finished fifth in the
floor exercise final, her score of 13.666
putting her behind Romanians Ana Bar-
bosu and Sabrina Maneca-Voineau.
(Barbosu and Maneca-Voineau had
identical scores of 13.7, but Barbosu’s
higher execution score gave her the tie-
break.) Chiles’ coach Cecile Landi ap-
pealed, arguing Chiles had not been giv-
en full credit for a tour jete, a leap.

A review panel agreed, and the 0.100
that was added to her score put the
American on the podium ahead of the
Romanians.

The Romanians appealed to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), fi-
nally settling on the timing of Chiles’ in-
quiry as their reason. CAS ruled in their
favor, finding Chiles’ inquiry had been
filed four seconds after the 60-second
deadline.

But there appear to be multiple flaws
with CAS’ decision.

First, Chiles didn’t even learn she
was a party to the case until less than
24 hours before the hearing because
CAS was sending emails to the wrong
addresses. That left her almost no time
to mount a defense or find evidence to
back her claim, a significant detail.

Chiles also did not know that the
head of the CAS panel had a potential
conflict of interest because he’d done
work for the Romanian government.

“CAS argued that Ms. Chiles should
have submitted additional evidence re-
garding the timeliness of the inquiry
and objected to (the head of the CAS
panel) before the hearing,” Chiles’ attor-
neys said in a March statement after fil-
ing additional information to rebut CAS’
arguments.

“But these arguments do not take in
to account the fact that CAS itself failed
to provide sufficient notice to Ms. Chiles
... And further, once Ms. Chiles was fi-
nally notified, she had only a matter of
hours to find representation to put for-
ward her case. Even then, Ms. Chiles
was only provided an incomplete record
of the proceedings to that point.”

Perhaps most important, CAS’ deci-
sion was based on the incorrect as-
sumption that making an inquiry and
logging it occurred simultaneously. Sure
enough, video discovered after the CAS
ruling clearly showed Landi making the
inquiry within the allotted time. Three
times, in fact.

Chiles asked CAS to reconsider its
decision after that video was found, but
it refused. She then appealed to the
Swiss Federal Tribunal, arguing CAS’
decision was “procedurally deficient.”

“Jordan will not give up her effort to
make clear to the world that the proce-
dures governing her case were one-
sided and to fight so that truth will pre-
vail,” Maurice M. Suh, one of Chiles’ at-
torneys, said in March.

Where does appeal stand?

Very little has changed since Chiles
filed her appeal with the Swiss Federal
Tribunal last September. Publicly, at
least.

“It’s still playing out overseas,” USA
Gymnastics President Li Li Leung said
last week. “It has taken longer than we
expected for the Swiss Tribunal to come
out with a decision, but we’re still wait-
ing for that decision. Just like everyone
elseis.”

The last public update came in
March, when Chiles’ attorneys released
a copy of their filing rebutting claims by
CAS and the Romanians.

“The way in which (they) safeguard
their interests in the comments of Feb-
ruary 19, 2025, unfortunately require
(Chiles) to comment on this very briefly
within the framework of its constitu-

Jordan Chiles celebrates her bronze medal on the floor exercise during the Paris Olympic Games. JACK GRUBER/IMAGN IMAGES

tionally guaranteed right of reply,”
Chiles’ attorneys wrote in their brief.

In the brief, Chiles’ attorneys said
both CAS and the Romanians tried to in-
troduce defenses that were either out-
dated or irrelevant. This included CAS’
claim that everyone at the hearing
agreed to use a report by Omega to re-
solve the question of when the inquiry
was filed.

Landi and Chiles’ attorney at the
hearing had disputed the report, Chiles’
attorneys wrote. Also, the FIG said Ome-
ga did not record when a verbal inquiry
was made, only when it was logged.

“Even the CAS Panel came to the con-
clusion that the Omega Report as evi-
dence was ‘not fully responsive to the
information the Panel had sought,”
Chiles’ attorneys wrote in the brief. “The
CAS Panel obviously felt compelled to
rely on the Omega Report (wrongly and
without any reason) solely because of
the lack of evidence, even though the
Omega Report did not address the ques-
tion posed to the arbitral tribunal.”

Chiles’ attorneys also criticized CAS
and the Romanians’ assertion that
Chiles should somehow have known
about the head of the CAS panel’s po-
tential conflict of interest.

“This ... argument is not only belated
and should therefore be dismissed out
ofhand, but is simply untenable,” her at-
torneys wrote. “According to (CAS and
the Romanians), Olympic athletes al-
ways before the start of the Olympic
Games would have to carry out compre-
hensive investigations into the vested
interests of all arbitrators on the CAS list
— prophylactically, abstractly and with-
out the existence of a concrete dispute.”

What has she been up to since?

Jordan Chiles has been busy since
the Paris Olympics. She was part of Si-
mone Biles’ G.0.A.T. tour. She published
her memoir, “I'm That Girl.” She got her
own Barbie. She walked the red carpet
and was in Sports [llustrated’s swimsuit
edition. She appeared in Nike’s power-
ful Super Bowl ad. She traveled. She
competed for UCLA.

But the saga surrounding her medal
weighed heavily, Chiles acknowledged.
In an Instagram post last week, she
said, “This year had its highs, but the
lows hit different.

“Every setback and every disap-
pointment made me dig deeper and
showed me what I'm truly made of. It
also showed me who’s really in my cor-
ner,” Chiles wrote. “Even when some-
thing’s taken from you- your truth and
your worth is...Untouchable.

“To everyone who held me down this
past year, who sent prayers, messages,
and love when I needed it most- you re-
minded me I'm never on this journey
alone. I love y’all for real. You kept me
standing when I didn’t even know how
to take the next step,” she added.

“Still here. Still fighting. Still that
girl.”

Jordan Chiles still competing

Yes. Jordan Chiles took the season off
from elite competition and has not de-
cided whether to continue through the
Los Angeles Olympics in 2028. She has,
however, already said she plans to re-
turn to UCLA for her senior year.

26-year-old gold medalist Nathan Chen has won three world championships

and six U.S. figure skating titles. ROBERT DEUTSCH/IMAGN IMAGES

Chen won’t defend men’s
figure skating gold in ’26

Scooby Axson
USA TODAY

Olympic gold medalist figure skat-
er Nathan Chen says he won’t defend
his title at the 2026 Winter Olympics
in Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.

Chen won two golds at the 2022
Beijing Games, one in the men’s sin-
gles and the other in the team event
for the USA.

Chen told the Los Angeles Times
that he has not officially retired from
skating but it’s time to move on to
other things.

“Ijust want to open doors to kind of
see what’s the best sort of approach
for me,” Chen told the Times. “And

“I'm ready. I'm definitely ready to go
into next season,” Chiles told the Big Ten
Network in April. “Yes, I'm coming back.
I'm not leaving the Bruins. I definitely
can’t wait to see how my senior year
turns out and, you know, bring back that
natty for real for real this time.”

After doing Biles’ G.0.A.T. tour last
fall, Chiles competed for UCLA in the
spring. She helped lead the Bruins to the
Final Four, where they finished second
to Oklahoma at the NCAA champion-
ships. She also won the uneven bars ti-
tle, her third individual NCAA title over-
all, and was fifth in the all-around.

Romanian duo still competing

Yes, both Ana Barbosu and Sabrina
Maneca-Voinea are still competing.
Both were part of the Romanian team
that just missed a medal at the Euro-
pean championships in May, finishing
0.497 behind bronze medalist France.

Barbosu also won four individual
medals at Europeans: a gold on floor ex-
ercise; silver on balance beam; and
bronzes in the all-around and on uneven
bars.

Barbosu announced in January that
she will compete for Stanford, begin-
ning this season.

frankly, at this point in time in my life,
I've already accomplished enough in
skating that I'm quite satisfied with
my career.”

The 26-year-old has won three
world championships and six U.S. ti-
tles.

Chen, nicknamed the “Quad King”
for his quadruple jumps, said he plans
to attend medical school, pursue a ca-
reer in cardiology or oncology and ex-
plore their relationship to genetics.

“The basis of being a doctor, I
think, is to help people,” Chen said. “I
think that’s something that I didn’t
necessarily feel as an athlete, that I
felt was a little bit lacking, and I get a
little bit of that sense doing YTS.”

How has governing body reacted?

The only good thing to come out of
this debacle is that it forced the Interna-
tional Gymnastics Federation to change
its rules to ensure it never happens
again.

According to rules issued in June, de-
cisions on inquiries are final and cannot
be challenged “including appeals to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS),
which has no jurisdiction over any chal-
lenge.”

The new rules also state that inqui-
ries are to be made electronically or, if
no electronic device is available,
through an official inquiry form. The in-
quiry officer is required to note the time
the inquiry was submitted, verifying
that it was made within the deadline.

What could happen next?

If the Swiss Federal Tribunal rules in
Chiles’ favor, the case will be sent back
to the Court of Arbitration for Sport.

If it rejects her appeal, Chiles will
technically be required to return her
medal.

But good luck with that.

Follow columnist Nancy Armour on
social media @nrarmour.



8C I MONDAY AUGUST 11, 2025 § USA TODAY SPORTS

YOU KNOW YOUR BUSINESS BEST

We’re here to
help you grow it.

Whether it’s driving leads, improving
your online presence, or building existing
relationships, we're here to help you take
control of your business.

¥ LocaliQ | @remisky

Learn more at localig.com




LIFE

@ USA TODAY | MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2025 | SECTION D

LIFELINE

GETTY IMAGES FOR EMIRATES

THEY SAID WHAT?
CHRIS APPLETON

‘ Moving fast doesn’t always
mean you're reckless. | think
sometimes it means you’re hopeful. |
think any relationship I've ever been
in, I've gone into with an open heart,
and | have no regrets about that.” —

Celebrity hairstylist Chris Appleton
opening up about his high-profile
marriage to “White Lotus” star Lukas
Gage on the “Jay Shetty Podcast.”
Appleton, 42, and Gage, 30, married
in April 2023 in a star-studded cere-
mony, but Appleton filed for divorce
six-and-a-half months later. Gage
previously described the marriage as
a six-month “manic episode” on
“Watch What Happens Live” in 2024,
adding, “What happened to me? |
don’t know literally what went
through my head, but we live and we
learn.”

sl

IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY

Alyson Stoner is 32. Chris
Hemsworth is 42. Viola Davis is 60.

HOROSCOPE | SANCTUARY
More: www.sanctuaryworld.co

Aries (March 21-April 19). Mercury is
direct! You finally have your voice
back! But is that thing you’ve been
struggling to say still relevant?

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’ve had
to put out so many domestic fires
lately! Fortunately, you’re in the clear!

Gemini (May 21-June 21). It’s safe to
come out of hiding now! People will
finally stop picking fights with you!

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Hesitant to
check your bank balance? Assess the
damage of the past few weeks.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Back on track?
About time! Get down to the business
of enjoying your birthday season!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Reaching a
breakthrough? You’ve been running in
mental circles the past few weeks.
Today, Mercury direct offers closure!

Libra (Sept.23-Oct. 23). Trial and error
gave you clarity after all! Figured out
your next steps? Mercury goes direct
today, endorsing your decision.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The past
few weeks were full of false career

starts. Today, Mercury goes direct,
offering a course correction.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Holding
on to your convictions? Renewing
confidence in your beliefs while mak-
ing you more tolerant of others.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The worst
is over! Mercury retrograde puts you
through a dark night of the soul.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Clearing
the air? Over the past few weeks,
most of the drama you’ve dealt with
hasn’t even been your own!

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Making
improvements? Mercury retrograde
botched all your routines. Now that
Mercury is direct, it’s time to create
new ones.

Latin rock legend Fito Paez
isn’t done yet by a long shot

“Novela,” from the “Troubadour of Argentine
Rock,” was decades in the making. Page 2D
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James Van Der Beek arrives at the 71st Emmy Awards in 2019. The actor is
opening up about his colorectal cancer diagnosis. DAN MACMEDAN/USA TODAY

Van Der Beek’s
cancer motivates
him to speak, act

Charles Trepany UsA TODAY

James Van Der Beek has just woken
up from a nap as he hops on a Micro-
soft Teams call.

About nine months after sharing his
colorectal cancer diagnosis with the
world, the 48-year-old actor’s face
looks thinner. He isn't shy talking
about the toll his illness has taken on
him. He acknowledges he doesn’t have
as much energy as he used to. He has
good days and bad days.

But, while he wouldn’t wish his ill-
ness on anyone, the actor adds it also
has given him something else, some-
thing he didn’t expect: a deeper sense
of self-love.

“Cancer’s a wild thing,” he says. “It
really does force you to look at your
own mortality and decide what’s im-
portant and decide really what you
want to live the rest of your life with-
out. And so, one of the big things for me
was recognizing how negative my self-
talk was.”

He continues: “When I was getting
treatment and away from the beautiful
cacophony of six kids and 36 acres and
five dogs and a bearded dragon and the
beautiful chaos that is my life, in the
quiet, I realized how negatively I was
talking to myself. And so, that started a
whole journey of just recognizing how
important self-love is and how neces-
sary and how simple it is.”

Van Der Beek and how
cancer has changed him

Van Der Beek first revealed he had
colorectal cancer in a November inter-
view with People, sharing he was diag-
nosed in August 2023. He says his can-
cer was detected via colonoscopy. Now,
he’s partnering with Guardant Health
to encourage people to get screened for
cancer regardless of whether they have
symptoms or not. Together, Van Der
Beek and Guardant Health also are
raising awareness about the Shield
blood test, approved by the Food and
Drug Administration last year, which
can also detect colon cancer, though a
colonoscopy remains the gold stan-
dard for diagnosis.

Getting diagnosed early, Van Der

Beek says, often is life-saving. It was
for him.

“To me, the biggest misunderstand-
ing is that you need to have symptoms
to get screened,” he says. “I was very
healthy, in amazing cardiovascular
shape, and had full-blown stage three
cancer, and I didn’t know it.”

The actor says cancer has forced
him to take a good, hard look at his life.
It’'s made him rethink what matters
and let go of what doesn’t. It also has
made him reexamine who he really is,
versus what he’s come to identify him-
self as.

“I was forced to look at myself and
say, ‘Well, what am I, if I'm just a too
skinny guy alone in a room with can-
cer?’ And the conclusion that I came to,
after some meditation, was I'm still
worthy of love. I'm still worthy of God’s
love, but I'm still worthy of self-love,
just for existing,” he says. “My conclu-
sionisthat Idobelieve we're here to ex-
perience love - to connect to and to
give and to receive love. But, in order to
receive love, I think you have to have it
for yourself first.”

Why he wants to work
now more than ever

Van Der Beek has refused to let can-
cer stop him from acting. He says, it
has fueled him to act - and do other
things he loves - even more. Van Der
Beek recently appeared in Amazon’s
“Overcompensating” and is set to also
appear in the upcoming “Legally
Blonde” spin-off series “Elle.”

Before cancer, Van Der Beek says, he
was on the verge of taking a step back
from acting. Since his diagnosis, how-
ever, he’s recommitted himself to it.

“For a minute, I thought, ‘You know
what? I don’t need acting. I don’t need
it in the way that I did before, ” he says.
“I'm very, very happy just doing this
here with my family. And then, when I
got cancer, I realized I love to tell sto-
ries. Acting is actually a real passion.
Writing is a real passion, and I need to
feed that. So, I joke that I'm the only
guy I know who got cancer and realized
I need to work more.”

See VAN DER BEEK, Page 2D

We swap details on Disney’s
‘Freakier Friday’ sequel

Check out our guide to the film starring Lindsay
Lohan and Jamie Lee Curtis. Page 4D

BOOKS

After the Big
One, Mott feels
free to take

big leaps

in ‘People’

Clare Mulroy
USA TODAY

Jason Mott may have found the cure
for male loneliness: a cage match.

No, we’re not talking about MMA or
pro wrestling. Twice a year, Mott, the
National Book Award-winning author,
has about a dozen friends over to his
house in North Carolina to watch back-
to-back Nicolas Cage movies.

That’s his kind of “Cage match.”In a
culture lacking male friendship amid
the ballooning manosphere, these reg-
ular marathons are a
healthy way for the
group of college friends
to make time for each
other (and nerd out over
“Lord of War”).

If you've read Mott’s
“Hell of a Book,” which
won the National Book
Award in 2021, you
know where this is going, because
Cage has a presence in that book
(though Mott has never met him, he’s
just a massive fan). The actor also is
mentioned in Mott’s new book, a qua-
si-sequel called “People Like Us.”

Cage is an apt metaphor for “People
Like Us” (out now from Dutton), which
often blends the real Jason Mott with a
fictionalized version of himself. He’s
open about some of the real bits in the
novel, such as speaking at a university
where a shooting has just occurred
and signing autographs after being
mistaken for Ta-Nehisi Coates and
Colson Whitehead, two award-win-
ning authors who also are Black. He’s
coy about others, as when characters
mingle with an unnamed French bene-
factor and an author named “Not Toni
Morrison.”

And this book should be Mott’s
most meta. “People Like Us” started
out as a memoir; a tongue-in-cheek
note to readers is signed by “The Au-
thor (with legal breathing down his

neck)”.
b o
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Award for “Hell of a Book.”
PROVIDED BY MALLORY CASH

What happens after you win
a National Book Award?

In 2021, Mott was sitting alone in an
office when he found out over Zoom
that he had won the National Book
Award.

His “Hell of a Book” is a commen-
tary on racism and gun violence in
America, telling the story of a Black
author on a cross-country book tour
and a Black boy living in a rural town in
the past. He was up against bestsellers
including “Cloud Cuckoo Land” by An-
thony Doerr and “Matrix” by Lauren
Groff. When his girlfriend asked if he
wanted company during the ceremo-
ny, he said no.

“No, when I lose, I want to cry by
myself,” he recalls saying. He laughs as
he recounts the aftermath. “I wound
up sitting alone in an office by myself
as I won the National Book Award,
which sounds very sad when I say it
out loud like that.”

See MOTT, Page 2D
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Recording remotely seems to work out well for Def Leppard’s new album

Melissa Ruggieri UsA TODAY

Even nearly 50 years into their career,
Def Leppard still has something to say.

The band recently announced Def
Leppard: Live at Caesars Palace The Las
Vegas Residency, and will play a dozen
shows in February at The Colosseum.

Butin the midst of planning that hits-
filled spectacle, the quintet of singer Joe
Elliott, drummer Rick Allen, bassist Rick
Savage and guitarists Vivian Campbell
and Phil Collen also are tinkering with a
new album for release next year.

It will be the band’s first new material
since 2022’s “Diamond Star Halos,”
which paid tribute to the glam rock that
inspired Def Leppard’s sound and re-
turned them to the charts with the soar-
ing rocker, “Kick.” That alboum marked
first time the fivesome recorded remote-
ly from around the world, primarily be-
cause of the pandemic-era timing. But
the arrangement worked so well that
they returned to an individual recording
format.

“We’re blessed that technology has
allowed us to do this,” Elliott tells USA
TODAY. “We get together metaphorical-
ly rather than physically and do Zoom
meetings all the time. This way five peo-
ple can work on the same song at the
same time and it adds excitement to the
flavors of what you’re doing. Laptops
have become Abbey Road.”

Elliott said Def Leppard already has
“plenty of stuff” ready to go, with the
next steps finalizing which tracks make
the final cut and determining the title
and running order of songs.

The new album is the 13th of the
band’s career, which began with 1980’s
“On Through the Night.”

S
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Def Leppard - (from left) Vivian Campbell, Phil Collen, Joe Elliott, Rick Savage and Rick Allen - will launch their third

.

Las Vegas residency at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace in February 2026. PROVIDED BY ROSS HALFIN FOR DEF LEPPARD

Elliott is proud that this current in-
carnation of Def Leppard has been solid
for 33 years (he and Savage are the long-
est tenured at 48 years, while Campbell
joined a year after the 1991 death of
Steve Clark).

“That’s a remarkable feat in itself,”
Elliott says. “Back in 1977, if someone
said, you’re going to be together 50
years, we’'d look at them like they had
two heads.”

Def Leppard is now on tour with

dates through August and a couple of
shows in September and October before
they break to prepare for their residen-
cy. Now, Elliott says, the goal is simple:
“Health allowing, we’ll keep going until
we feel we can’t anymore.”

Van Der Beek

Continued from Page 1D

One of the best parts about acting,
he says, is that, when the camera’s roll-
ing, nothing else matters. You're in the
moment, not thinking about anything
else - including cancer.

As for family life, Van Der Beek says
his kids have all processed his illness
differently. The actor and his wife,
Kimberly Brook, share six children,
whose ages span from 3 to 14.

When it comes to parenting with an
illness, Van Der Beek has made hones-
ty his policy. Being transparent, he
says, has “really allowed for some love-
ly moments of connection” with his
kids.

“We made the choice to just be as
honest as we can with them,” he says.
“They all handle it differently. They all
hide it differently. Their concern mani-
fests differently in each of them. But
again, telling them what I'm going
through, it actually allows them to
show up for me in a way that’s just
been so beautiful. ‘Dad, can I get you
tea? ‘No, Dad, I'll get that for you. ‘How
are you feeling today? They know
when I'm having a bad day. I mean,
kids, they pick up on everything.”

Though he’s grateful for the new
perspective cancer’s given him, he ob-
viously wishes we lived in a world
where no one had to go through it.
That’s why he’s “shouting from the
rooftops: Get screened. Talk to your
doctor.”

“I'm feeling good,” he says. “T've
learned a lot. But if I could save people
from having to go through this journey,
I definitely will. I would still give col-
orectal cancer zero stars.”

MUSIC

Latin rocker Fito Paez’s latest
album took decades to make

Edward Segarra usA TODAY

Don’t give Fito Paez his flowers yet.
He’s still planting new seeds.

The Argentina-born singer-song-
writer and film director, whose land-
mark 1992 album “El Amor Después del
Amor” celebrated its 33rd anniversary
earlier this summer, continues his tra-
dition of avant-Latin rock on his latest
album “Novela.” Paez, 62, became “The
Troubadour of Argentine Rock” by wax-
ing poetic with his heady, romantic lyr-
ics and free-spirit flamboyance.

On “Novela,” an ambitious 25-track
record Paez had been working on since
1988, the Grammy-winning rocker ex-
plores the inner workings of true love
through the tale of Maldivina and Tur-
bialuz, a pair of young witches tasked
with creating the “perfect romance.”

“I don’t compose music for albums.
My connection to music, to writing, or
to film is permanent. I'm not thinking,
‘Now I'm going to do this or that, ” Paez
tells USA TODAY in Spanish. “It’s al-
most like breathing.”

Something that comes just as natu-
rally to Paez is writing about the primal
magic of human connection. “There’s
nothing more important than love,” he
says.

Paez preaches the importance
of artistic independence

For Paez, there’s nothing more vital
than marching to the beat of your own
drum.

The acclaimed rocker, who’s re-
leased nearly 30 albums since his 1984
debut “Del 63,” shares his concern
about today’s music landscape, which
he views as valuing conformity over
originality. “The world has changed so
much,” he reflects. “In the last century,
to be different (as an artist) was a vir-
tue. Today, virtue is being like every-
body else.”

Despite his lower middle-class up-
bringing in Rosario, Argentina, Pdez was
fed a rich musical diet, consisting of the
sounds of Frank Sinatra, Burt Bacha-
rach and The Beatles. He says these
trailblazers informed the experimental
rock style he’s now known for.

So, Paez’s advice for younger artists?
Embrace the uncertainty of carving out
their own path.

“Music is like the sea. It’s deep and
warm and at the same time, full of
storms,” Paez says.

“This is much more fun than repeat-
ing a beat and four lyrics for five min-
utes.”

Paez’s proudest achievement
may surprise you

Over the years, Paez has been lauded
for his artistic contributions, including
11 Latin Grammy Awards. In 2021, the
Latin Recording Academy recognized
Paez with the prestigious Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Paez’s music has been equally cham-
pioned by la gente. His beloved eighth
album, “El Amor Después del Amor,” re-

Fito Paez performs at the Zocalo
square in Mexico City on Jan. 18.
ALFREDO ESTRELLA/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

portedly is the bestselling album in the
history of Argentine rock.

“I don’t want a legacy yet. I still have
many things left to do,” Paez says with a
laugh. “In the end, that’s the beauty of
the spread of music, that it’s not the
process of one era, of one song, of your
vanity or of your brand, but it’s a journey
through time. And when it happens for
real, it’s very beautiful.”

The greatest accolade for Paez lies in
his continued ability to create.

“Ireally love that12-year-old boy who
listened to music with his parents, and
something was awoken there that is still
alive, and that boy never said never,”
Paez says. “So, I'm really proud of that
little boy.”

Mott

Continued from Page 1D

Suddenly, Mott’s quiet year turned
into a global tour, “overpopulated with
events.” He became part of a small num-
ber of people who can say they’ve won
the esteemed prize.

In “People Like Us,” Mott’s character
“the Author” embarks on a similar tour
abroad (called only “The Continent”) af-
ter winning what’s referred to as “The
Big One.” On the cover, a tiny character
is crushed by a faux gold award emblem.

In the book and in real life, the book
tour tone shifts after the award. Mott
had been used to talking about grief, in-
spiration and writing process on the
road for his resurrection novel “The Re-
turned.”

“Hell of a Book” came out just a year
after George Floyd was killed. Readers
wanted to ask him about race and iden-
tity. European readers, he recalled, were
curious about what it was like tolive as a
Black man in America.

“The thing I found that was most in-
triguing was, more than anything, they
wanted me to answer for America’s
sins,” Mott says. “They would ask ques-
tions about why this certain legislature
came through, and how I feel about this
legislature, and why do I choose to stay
in America with all the gun violence?
And what does it feel like being a Black
person in America, knowing the history
of America?”

Mott started writing a memoir.
It became his new novel.

After the tour, he needed to reflect
and process. He wanted to write about
how it felt to come back to a country rid-
dled with gun violence. He wanted to
write about how minority authors
sometimes feel “interchangeable” to the
book world. He wanted to write about
the surreal aftermath of winning the
National Book Award.

He started journaling. He had enough
to write a memoir — so he did. But when
he was a few rounds into revisions, he
realized the characters from “Hell of a

Book” were weaseling their way into his
story.

“I struggle with a lot of privacy; I
struggle with being in the spotlight too
much,” Mott says. “The more I made a
memoir, the more difficult it actually be-
came for me as a writer to actually ex-
plore the story and explore the ideas.”

He has never been a “sequel guy,” but
knew he had more to say with these
characters. What would happen if he
brought them back and put them into
situations he had experienced? He
wasn’t sure if it would land with a pub-
lisher. Would anyone want to read that?

Luckily, he had the “Big One” under
his belt.

In ‘People Like Us,’ Jason Mott
leans into a meta story

“People Like Us” is a dizzying fever
dream of a novel - captivating with wit,
satire and heartbreak. It’s often hard to
tell what’s real and not real, but that
makes it all the more thrilling to read.
Mott, even as a reader, loves “those
books that are just on the edge of real-

ism.”

Writing this book was “liberating” to
Mott, and he took more risks with time
jumps, speculative themes and new
characters. He could also poke fun at the
literary world, which he does heavily.

And he’s prepared for questions on
tour about what’s real and what’s made
up. After all, there are a lot of shocking,
often violent moments in this novel. But
he’s playing it cool. He says it’s more fun
to let people guess and decide for them-
selves what he means.

“People oftentimes wonder if there’s
any pressure that I feel having won the
National Book Award, and for me, I
think it was exactly the opposite, where
any sense of pressure that I might have
had about myself as a writer just kind of
dissolved into nothing,” Mott says. “For
me, I did the biggest thing that I ever had
dreamed of doing in writing in winning
the National Book Award. And so after I
climb Everest, I don’t look for Everest
Part 2 ... that is enough. From here on
out, I just get to have fun with my writ-
ing, do what Iwant to do, experiment, be
weird.”
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1 $$$ dispenser

4 “Abbott
Elementary”
network

7 Inspiring goddesses
12 Morning brew

often enjoyed with
pathongko

14 “Hear me out”

15 Tackle together

34 |35

16 Music-streaming
service whose

name is inspired by
a Greek myth

17 “Scrappy Little
Nobody”
memoirist Kendrick

18 Parsons School
of ___

59 |60

20 ___pass (credential

with special perks)
21 Kind
23 World Cup cheer

24 Slushy frozen drinks

26 “The Big ___
and Annie Rose © Andrews McMeel
Storybook” 63 Oat-based

breakfast mixture
65 Threw out
66 Colorful meringue-
based treat
67 “Aww, boohoo!”
68 Homer'sdad
69 “Contra” console,

(collection of
children’s stories by
Shirley Hughes)

28 Snake

30 Epicjourney

32 Friendly intro?

33 Pet part that might

get booped for short

36 ___-Wan Kenobi

37 Becomejuicy,say = DOWN

39 School org. 1 Roti flour

40 Traveled 2 larger ___life

42 You___me 3 Tool on some

43 Seat cover? “Where’s Waldo?”

46 Makes a movein book covers
Mastermind 4 Had asnack

49 Performer with a 5 Drop of sweat
red nose 6 Stars’ brief film

50 Bet appearances

52 Payment card 7 Mouse witha
letters polka-dot bow
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54 Knee part (Abbr.) 1A

55 Word before 9 Kernels cookedina
“circle” or “fox” pan

58 Exam for a future 10 Spine-tingling
doc 11 Some onesie

61 “You're getting the fasteners
idea!” 3 Roma’s country
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box contains the numbers1through 9 (no repeats).
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Enter the missing
numbers from

1 to 16 without
repetitions so
that the sum of
the four numbers
in each row and
column is the
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corresponding
circled number.
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©WIGGLES 3D GAMES

DON’'T QUOTE ME®

Actor Chuck Norris talks
about emotions.

___ARE_STEEL. _THEY _THEIR

Rearrange the words to complete the quote.
LIKE LOSE MEN TEMPER WHEN WORTH

THEY LOSETHEIR _.

Friday’s Answer: “Boxing is a great exercise - as long as you can
yell ‘cut’ whenever you want to.” - Sylvester Stallone

99

7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words ta match the 7 clues, The numbers in parentheses
reprasant the number of lettars in each solution. Each latter
combination can be used only once, but all lefier combinations

will be necessary o complete the puzzla.

CLUES

1 circle and square (6)

2 physicist Einstein (6)

3 game played at Wrigley (8)
4 doing impressions (9)

SOLUTIONS

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

CIHKT
OO
YMRMU
HEON

B L THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
., By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

L]

__ can overcome
 can
eather.
N

& 2025 Biue Ox Family Games, Inc., Disl. by Andrews Meheel

Friday's Answers: 1. PUSHING 2. FATHOMLESS 3. AERIAL
4, INMGENUITY 5. REMDEZVOUS 6. SIMAK 7. GATHERER g9

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

5 set the parameters (5) GMTNAE
6 largest cat that can purr (8) [ ] [ ] |
7 moving like an Artful Dodger (7) )
TOSOHM | | mogsmpueins
g PARED TO
PES SHA ERT LL SE | K ] | ” ] MOTHER NATURE, THEY WERE --- )
N Now arrange the circled letters
BA M cO AR ING ©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  to form the surprise answer, as
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon.
DI EVA ALB IT FRA 3 ryyY ryYyvYyvyyYy
Print answer here: ‘Q QQQQQ
NG M E UG AT BA (Answers tomorrow)

FRIDAY’S Jumbles: PENNY GUESS NESTLE FIXATE
Answer: After seeing how difficult the Jumble would be to
solve, they had an — UNEASY FEELING

BONUS CROSSWORD

ACROSS 54 Duration FRIDAY’S SOLUTION
1 Blob 55 Command for
5 Beer ingredient Fido | HEE
9 Foot part 57 Support T |
13 Cain’s victim 59 Near the back g
14 Dated, butcool ~ 63 Lane of T
15 Remove, in “Superman” y
printing 65 — — Janeiro
16 Viral image 67 Venus de — N
17 Self-evident 68 On _ C
truth 69 Made a mistake E
18 Elliptical 70 Cookie brand
19 Worn down 71 Lots and lots of
21 — libre 72 Abound A
(cocktail) 73 Bird habitation L
23 Sprite A
24 Sandy stuff DOWN S
26 Ledger entry 1 Not cool
28 Goes up, then 2 Ride share K
down, then up 5 porfcf:wder ; A E .
31 Remember ice note
34 Possesses 4 grorl;?ise 8-11-25 @ 2025 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS
35 Make into law 5 Spe —
37 Lamb's pen 6 Ear-related 28 :glsrll-’dagiﬁgon in g;’ gg{‘ed‘? talk
fama ¢ é?lnglorlous 29 Judgment 55 Shut with force
38 Qty. g gloomy 30 Money 56 Jot
39 Sleepy s substitute 58 Study
41 Hotell 10 Restore energy 32 Wrinkled (with “over”)
42 Fencing sword o 33 Conclude a 60 Beget
44 Dressed to the 11 Mollusk flight 61 Boer types
5 e 12 Lend a hand 34 Tool handle 62 Plunder
48 Last British 14 Shining brightly 35 poctrine 64 Ohserve in
letter 20 Gaelic 40 Mocked Sectiol
47 “I;he — ofthe Sg #onegt — 43 Sass 66 Certain party
Shrew O nawyers 45 Japanese sport mem.
50 Read creator 48 and hipk
52 Bee-related 27 Frost 49 Atic room
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15
16 17 18

7 72

73
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Brian Truitt

Disney sequel is a fun and ‘Freakier’ family affair

USA TODAY

Lindsay Lohan and Jamie Lee Curtis’
body-swapping shenanigans were a
seminal movie moment for young film
fans in the early 2000s, and the ac-
tresses are back to entertain another
generation with more freaky high jinks.

Rocker girl Anna (Lohan) and her
psychiatrist mom Tess (Curtis) first
switched places in 2003’s “Freaky Fri-
day.” It happens again - this time along-
side a couple of teen girls, Anna’s
daughter Harper (Julia Butters) and
soon-to-be stepkid Lily (Sophia Ham-
mons) — in director Nisha Ganatra’s fan-
tasy comedy sequel “Freaker Friday” (in
theaters now). It is a Disney movie, so
wholesomeness abounds, but is it actu-
ally for kids of all ages?

Here’s what parents need to know
about “Freakier Friday” going in:

What is ‘Freakier Friday’ about?

The new “Friday” runs back a bit of
the plot from the original, where Anna
and Tess swap bodies on the eve of the
mom’s wedding and better understand
each other’s lives. The sequel finds sin-
gle mother Anna engaged to likable Brit-
ish chef Eric (Manny Jacinto) after just
six months of dating, and surfer girl
Harper and Eric’s somewhat snooty
daughter Lily don’t get along at all.

After a visit with an oddball fortune
teller (Vanessa Bayer) during the bache-
lorette party, Anna switches with Har-
per while Tess ends up in Lily’s body
(and vice versa). While mother and
daughter venture off on scooters to find
the psychic - plus enjoy the metabolism
and flexibility of having young bodies -
the girls do their darnedest to try and

ﬁ by =0 0 l\*" ‘
.\5.;‘(': -~

r: * ‘\‘1 P!

Harper (Julia Butters, left), Anna (Lindsay Lohan), Tess (Jamie Lee Curtis)
and Lily (Sophia Hammons) are embroiled in body-swapping shenanigans
in the Disney sequel “Freakier Friday.” PROVIDED BY GLEN WILSON/DISNEY

ruin the wedding so they don’t have to
be stepsisters.

What is the age rating
of ‘Freakier Friday’?

“Freakier Friday” is rated PG by the
Motion Picture Association “for themat-
ic elements, rude humor, language and
some suggestive references.” But noth-
ing’s too extreme or scandalous, really.

There’s some singing of the Chumba-
wamba song “Tubthumping” that’s gota
slightly saucy word in the lyrics, though
your kids might already know that from
TikTok. Anna’s old flame Jake (Chad
Michael Murray) shows up, and Harper-
as-Anna tries to come on to him in the
most awkward way possible, though
akin to The Outfield, Jake likes his girls a

little bit older and hits on Lily-as-Tess.

Is ‘Freakier Friday’
appropriate for kids?

The first “Friday” was very much
geared toward teens and tweens, and
the same goes for the sequel. The main
kid characters are teens navigating their
parents getting remarried, so older chil-
dren will be able to wrap their heads
around that and are more apt to find
that Anna’s old band, Pink Slip, still
slaps.

“Freakier” is mostly fine for younger
audiences; they just might find a lot of
the serious convos and deeper family/
parenting themes (plus one trip to the
DMV) boring.

That said, little kids often look up to

their teen and tween siblings, so it
might be a chance for some bonding
time. The music is pretty cool and there
are plenty of goofy moments that will
appeal to little ones, such as an epic
schoolyard food fight, Tess testing out a
lip plumper, and she and Anna doing
highway jumps in Jake’s sweet Camaro.

Is there a ‘Freakier Friday’
popcorn bucket and cup?

Yes! Popcorn buckets are all the rage
these days with big theatrical releases,
and the one for “Freakier Friday” really
leans into the movie’s body-swap
theme.

Marcus Theatres, a chain of cinemas
with locations in 17 states, is selling col-
lectible popcorn buckets and drink cups
with swappable covers. So the popcorn
bucket can be used for soda and the so-
da cup can be used for popcorn. Most
Marcus locations have the items for sale
now.

They’re not as cool as that gigantic
light-up Galactus popcorn bucket, but
certainly your kids might have some fun
with them.

Where can | watch
‘Freakier Friday’?

The “freakquel” is in theaters, and
because of the high anticipation going
in, it might be there for a while with no
other major kid-friendly releases com-
ing to cinemas soon. That means those
hoping to stream it at home will have to
wait a tick. If the movie follows a similar
path as the recent Disney release “Lilo &
Stitch,” “Freakier Friday” likely will be
available on demand in early to mid-Oc-
tober and on Disney+ in November.

Contributing: Melina Khan

MUSIC NEWS & VIEWS

Gracie Abrams
and her

bestie Audrey
surprise fans
with new song

KiMi Robinson
USA TODAY

INGLEWOOD, CA - Gracie Abrams
might be wrapping up The Secret of Us
Deluxe Tour, but she’s far from done
with treating her fans.

After spending the first few songs
getting acclimated to the “fever dream”
that was performing a hometown show
at the Kia Forum, the 25-year-old ush-
ered out Audrey Hobert, her “best
friend, also soul mate and also my favor-
ite artist in the world” as a surprise
guest during the first of Abrams’two Los
Angeles shows Aug. 6.

Once 26-year-old Hobert overcame
any timidness and awe at the exuberant
crowd — “I just need to stare at you” to
focus, she told Abrams - the former
roommates bantered and built up ten-
sion for what they’d perform together.
(Spoiler: It was a “totally brand-new”
song they’d recorded around the time
they wrote the fan-favorite “That’s So
True” on Abrams’ sophomore album,
“The Secret of Us (Deluxe).”)

Before they were musical collabora-
tors, with Hobert co-writing seven of
the 17 tracks on the aforementioned rec-
ord and set to release her debut album
Aug.15, they were schoolkids who bond-
ed over footwear.

They’d met through a mutual friend,
Clementine, while in the bathroom at
Abrams’ fifth grade graduation. Hobert,
then a sixth grader, had clocked Abrams’
white high-top Converse, which Hobert
pointed out was exactly what she’d
worn to her fifth grade graduation.

“And in that moment, we knew that
10, 15 years later we’d be at the Forum,”
Abrams joked.

Gracie Abrams and Audrey Hobert
debut new song ‘Minibar’

And with that, they were ready to let
the world in on their unreleased song,
“Minibar.”

“This is our song together and it’s
kinda fun playing it like this because
there isn’t really a version of it yet that
exists,” Abrams explained as she
strummed her acoustic guitar.

Hobert took the first verse, then the
duo harmonized on the chorus and
bridge, singing about feeling out of
place at a party.

It wasn’t the only track of the night
that Abrams hasn’t recorded in a studio.
During her time on the childhood bed-

Audrey Hobert, left, and Abrams perform during “You’re Invited, I’'m Sorry:

e o L .

Gracie Abrams takes the stage in Boston’s TD Garden on her The Secret of Us Deluxe tour on July 24.

An Evening With Gracie Abrams” on Nov. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles.

JOHN SCIULLI/GETTY IMAGES

room-themed B-stage, she seemingly
spontaneously — and to the tune of
thousands of delighted shrieks -
launched into a deep cut, her Sound-
cloud release from about a decade ago
called “In Between.”

After debuting “Minibar,” the friends
performed their song that took on a life
of its own on social media last year,
“That’s So True.” And as she did in her
first The Secret of Us tour lap in LA last
year, she closed her set in jubilant fash-
ion with “Close to You.”

Abrams’ team brands this as a “vic-
tory lap” tour for the singer, who

wrapped The Secret of Us tour in July
and launched into this Deluxe tour more
than a week later in Boston.

As the tour winds down, Abrams has
treated her fans to appearances from
special guests in recent weeks. “Every-
where, Everything” collaborator Noah
Kahan popped on stage for her two Bos-
ton shows, and Robyn joined for a duet
of “Dancing on My Own” during Abrams’
Lollapalooza set.

She invited up another contempo-
rary, Lizzy McAlpine, for a performance
of McAlpine’s song “Ceilings” at New
York City’s Madison Square Garden.

The Secret of Us
Deluxe Tour: Gracie
Abrams’ 2025 setlist
Los Angeles Night 1
® “Risk”

e “Blowing Smoke”

° “21”

e “l Love You, I’'m Sorry”

e “Where Do We Go Now?”

o “Death Wish”

e “Normal Thing”

e “Friend”

e “Mess It Up”

e “Packing It Up”

e “Full machine”

e “I Told You Things”

e “Out Of Nowhere”

e “Let It Happen”

e “Tough Love”

e Surprise songs: “405”
and “In Between”

e “Cool”

e “| Miss You, I’'m Sorry”

e “Right Now”

e “Free Now”

e “us.”

e “Minibar” featuring Audrey Hobert
e “That’s So True”

e “Close to You”
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new offensive in Gaza

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Netanyahu announces

Palestinians carry aid supplies they collected from trucks that entered Gaza through Israel, in Beit Lahia, in the northern Gaza Strip on Aug. 10. International aid

groups continue to call for more supplies to be sent to the population at risk of mass starvation. DAWOUD ABU ALKAS/REUTERS

Enclave struggling with starvation
as PM vows to take out Hamas hubs

Nidal al-Mughrabi and Maayan Lubell REUTERS

JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on
Aug.10 he expected to complete a new Gaza offensive “fairly quick-

ly” as the U.N. Security Council heard new demands for an end to

suffering in the Palestinian enclave. @ Netanyahu, speaking after
his security cabinet on Aug. 8 approved a much-criticized plan to
take control of Gaza City said he had no choice but to “complete the

job” and defeat Hamas to free hostages seized from Israel.

Gaza City, the enclave’s most
populous center, came under Israeli
air strikes late on Aug.10 and at least
five people were killed at a sandwich
shop in the Sabra neighborhood,
health officials at Shifa Hospital
said.

Palestinian media said a missile
hit a tent used by journalists near
the hospital, and the head of Shifa
Hospital, Muhammad Abu Salami-

yah, said on Al Jazeera television
that seven people were killed there.
Tank fire was also reported in the
area.

The Hamas-run Gaza media of-
fice said five Al Jazeera staff died in
the attack including journalists
Anas Al Sharif and Mohammed
Qreigeh and three photojournalists.

See GAZA, Page 4NN

Netanyahu

REUTERS

Grieving Gaza
father scrambles
to save children

Mahmoud Issa Hatem Khaled

GAZA - Ibrahim al-Najjar said he lost his five-

“We want a
security belt
right next to our
border, but we
don’t want to
stay in Gaza.
That’s not our
purpose.”

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu

year-old son Naim to malnutrition that is ravag-
ing Gaza. Over a year later, he is still grieving
while scrambling to make sure his other children
don’t suffer the same fate.

“This child will follow him,” the Palestinian
former taxi driver said, pointing to his 10-year-
old son Farah. “For about a month he’s been fall-
ing unconscious. This child was once double the
size he is now.”

Najjar, 43, held up a medical certificate that
shows Naim died on March 28, 2024. The whole
family has been displaced by nearly two years of
Israeli air strikes.

The Najjars had been used to eating three
meals a day before the war broke out in October
2023 - after Hamas-led Palestinian militants

See FATHER, Page 4NN

Trump wants to evict homeless people from D.C.

He says they’ll be sent
‘far from the capital’

Bo Erickson and Nandita Bose
REUTERS

WASHINGTON - President Donald
Trump pledged on Aug. 10 to evict home-
less people from the nation’s capital and
jail criminals, despite Washington’s may-
or arguing there is no current spike in
crime.

“The Homeless have to move out, IM-
MEDIATELY. We will give you places to

stay, but FAR from the Capital. The Crimi-
nals, you don’t have to move out. We're
going to put you in jail where you belong,”
Trump posted on the Truth Social plat-
form.

The White House declined to explain
what legal authority Trump would use to
evict people from Washington. The Re-
publican president controls only federal
land and buildings in the city. Trump is
planning to hold a press conference on
Aug.10 to “stop violent crime in Washing-
ton, D.C” It was not clear whether he
would announce more details about his
eviction plan then.

Trump’s Truth Social post included
pictures of tents and streets with some
garbage on them. “I'm going to make our
Capital safer and more beautiful than it
ever was before,” he said.

According to the Community Partner-
ship, an organization working to reduce
homelessness in D.C., on any given night
there are 3,782 single persons experienc-
ing homelessness in the city of about
700,000 people.

Most of the homeless individuals are
in emergency shelters or transitional

See TRUMP, Page 4NN

President Donald Trump has offered
few details of his plan to relocated the
homeless population in Washington,
DC. MARKO DJURICA/REUTERS FILE
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NATIONAI. CITIES MON DAY @ Denotes possible travel delays
Air Air Air Air
High/low/W Quality High/low/W Quality High/low/W Quality High/low/W  Quality
@ Aberdeen, SD 87/59/s [155] Evansville, IN 92/74/s [48 | Levittown, PA 91/64/s [ 55 ] Rochester, NY 92/68/s [ 68 ]
Abilene, TX 98/73/t [32] Fall River, MA 90/64/s [54 ] @ Lincoln, IL 86/70/t [ 46 ] @ Rockford, IL 83/69/t (4]
Accomac, VA 79/67/pc [30 ] Farmington, NM 94/60/s [ 85 ] Louisville, KY 92/75/s [ 47 | @ Ruidoso, NM 79/55/t [ 67 ]
Adrian, Ml 90/69/s [ 63 ] @ Fayetteville, NC 81/72/t [23] @ Lubbock, TX 93/67/t [ 4] Salem, OR 101/65/s [32 ]
Akron, OH 89/69/s [55]  @Fonddulac, WI 83/66/t [51] @ Manitowoc, W 82/67/t [ 45 ] Salina, KS 80/66/t [ 38 ]
Alamogordo, NM 98/70/s [42] Fort Myers, FL 91/75/t [20 ] Mansfield, OH 88/69/s [ 62 ] Salinas, CA 75/56/s [31]
Alexandria, VA 86/71/s [ 43 ] @ Fort Smith, AR 97/75/t [39 ] Marshall, NC 79/68/t [18 ] Salisbury, MD 84/66/s [40 |
Alliance, OH 88/66/s [ 54 | Framingham, MA 95/63/s [ 52 ] Marshfield, WI 81/61/pc [118 ] San Angelo, TX 97/72/pc [30 |
@ Amarillo, TX 86/63/t [49]  @Freeport,IL 82/68/t [44] Massillon, OH 89/67/s [ 57 ] Sarasota, FL 90/76/t [18 ]
Ames, 1A 83/64/t [72] Fremont, OH 90/71/s [ 67] McLean, VA 87/70/s [42] Savannah, GA 85/76/t (19 ]
@ Anderson, SC 80/71/t [24 ] Fort Collins, CO 86/57/s [ 62 ] Melbourne, FL 91/78/t [21] @ Sheboygan, WI 84/68/t [ 47 ]
@ Appleton, W 83/68/c [60] @ Gadsden, AL 86/73/t [24] Memphis, TN 92/77/pc [45] @ Shelby,NC 79/68/t [23]
Asheville, NC 76/69/t (7] Gainesville, FL 92/74/t [23] Middletown, NY 89/58/s [ 54 ] Sherman, TX 95/73/t [40 ]
Ashland, OH 88/67/s [ 64 ] @ Galesburg, IL 82/67/t [39 ] Milford, MA 93/63/s [ 50 | Shreveport, LA 96/77/t [33]
Athens, GA 80/70/t [20] @ Gastonia, NC 79/69/t [24] @ Milwaukee, WI 84/69/t [ 48] Silver City, NM 94/62/s [ 95 ]
Augusta, GA 82/72/t [15 ] Glen Rose, TX 96/73/t [34] Monroe, MI 88/71/s [ 53] Sioux Falls, SD 83/64/pc [127]
Austin, TX 97/75/s [29] Gonzales, LA 92/75/t [30] @ Monroe, LA 94/75/t [24] Somerset, PA 85/64/s [42]
@ Bartlesville, OK 89/69/t [30 ] Great Falls, MT 79/53/pc [44] @ Montgomery, AL 87/75/t (7] Somerville, NJ 91/61/s [ 57 |
@ Battle Creek, Ml 87/71/t [ 54 | @ Green Bay, WI 83/65/c [ 57 ] Muncie, IN 89/70/s (56 | @ SouthBend,IN 88/71/t [45 |
Bedford, IN 89/70/s [49 ] @ Greenville, SC 80/70/t [(22] Murfreesboro, TN 89/72/t [ 26 ] @ Spartanburg, SC 77/69/t [ 26 ]
Binghamton, NY 85/64/s [ 56|  Hackensack, NJ 92/68/pc [501]  Naples, FL 92/77/t [17] @ Springfield, IL 85/70/t [ 48 |
Bluffton, SC 82/76/t [19 ] Hagerstown, MD 88/69/s [ 43 ] Nashville, TN 93/75/t [271] @ Springfield, MO 90/72/t [40 |
Bremerton, WA 88/60/pc [ 28 ] Hattiesburg, MS 91/75/t [15 ] Neptune, NJ 83/66/s [ 53 | St. Augustine, FL 89/78/t (27 ]
Brockton, MA 95/63/s [ 54 ] Henderson, KY 92/71/s (50 | New Bedford, MA 88/64/s (53] @5t Cloud, MN 83/65/pc [156 ]
@ Brownwood, TX 97/72/s [33] Hendersonville, NC 74/68/t [19]  @NewBern,NC 80/72/t [15 ] St. George, UT 107/75/pc [ 80 ]
@ Burlington, IA 82/69/t [ 38 ] Herkimer, NY 92/62/s [ 58 ] New Philadelphia, OH 90/66/s [ 52 | Staunton, VA 84/64/pc [ 26 |
Burlington, NC 81/70/t [25] Hillsdale, Ml 88/68/t [ 53] Newark, OH 89/66/s [ 54 ] Stevens Point, WI 83/63/pc [104]
Burlington, VT 96/67/s [ 54 ] @ Holland, MI 84/72/t [ 51] Newton, NJ 88/60/s [ 55 ] Stockton, CA 102/64/s [ 45 ]
Cambridge, OH 89/67/s [ 55 | Hornell, NY 93/65/s [ 53 ] New York, NY 91/70/pc [ 501 | Stroudsburg, PA 88/61/s [ 62 |
@ Camdenton, MO 86/70/t [34] Houma, LA 89/75/t [23 ] Norwich, CT 92/62/s [ 58 | Stuart, FL 91/77/t [22 ]
Canandaigua, NY 93/68/s [ 60 ] Howell, MI 91/70/t (58]  @Ocala, FL 92/75/t [ 26 ] Sturgis, Ml 88/69/t [ 51 ]
Canton, OH 88/67/s [56] @ Hutchinson, KS 83/65/t [41] @ Oklahoma City, OK 93/71/t [40] @ Tallahassee, FL 82/75/t [20 ]
@ Carlsbad, NM 95/69/t [34 ] Hyannis, MA 86/65/s (& ] Opelousas, LA 92/74/t (4] @ Thibodaux, LA 90/74/t [ 26 |
Chambersburg, PA 88/67/s 42 ] Indianapolis, IN 90/72/s [48] @ Oshkosh, Wl 83/67/c [55]  @Topeka,KS 82/69/t [ 42 ]
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Auckland 57/40/s 58/40/s Guatemala City 80/62/t 78/62/t Milan 98/76/pc 96/75/pc @ Sydney 60/46/sh 63/46/pc
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Bogota 64/48/r 66/47/pc  Jerusalem 97/76/s 99/76/s Panama City 88/74/r 89/75/r  Vancouver 79/64/pc 78/61/s
Brussels 85/58/s 92/66/s Johannesburg 67/41/s 66/42/s Paris 92/66/s 98/68/s Vienna 82/55/s 86/60/pc
Bucharest 94/68/s 91/64/s Kabul 95/70/pc 96/70/pc Port-au-Prince 97/74/c 98/73/pc Warsaw 75/54/pc 80/57/s
Budapest 87/59/s 89/61/s Khartoum 101/83/pc 98/78/pc Rio de Janeiro 70/63/pc 71/62/s Yerevan 87/69/s 87/63/s
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@ Denotes possible travel delays Monday Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Meatpackers want larger
herds to reduce prices

Tom Polansek
REUTERS

Nebraska cattle rancher Craig Uden
bought 200 extra mother cows and
their babies over a few weeks in May to
expand his herd as dry weather gave
way to rain that rejuvenated land used
for grazing.

In South Dakota, Troy Hadrick kept
16 more young female cows, known as
heifers, on his farm than he did last
year to be used for breeding, rather
than sending them to be slaughtered
for beef. More than 1,400 miles south
in Texas, the biggest cattle-producing
state, Fausto Salinas was also preserv-
ing heifers to increase his herd. In ma-
jor livestock regions, some ranchers
have slowly begun taking the first
steps to boost cattle production after
the nation’s inventory shrank due to a
yearslong drought that dried up pas-
ture land used for grazing and hiked
feeding costs.

When grass failed to grow on pas-
ture land that turned from green to
brown and as feed grains became too
expensive, ranchers began to ship off
more cattle to be slaughtered. Some
producers searched miles away for hay
to nourish their remaining animals.
The drop in supply drove food compa-
nies to increasingly import beef from
other countries, including Australia
and Brazil.

Though in its early stages, the herd
expansion is now a sign of hope for
consumers shelling out for expensive
steaks and for meatpackers losing
money buying high-priced cattle to
slaughter. “Cattle availability should
improve in coming years,” Tyson Foods
CEO Donnie King said during an earn-
ings call this month .

Farmers’ cautious plans to rebuild
mark a turning point after a continu-
ous downsizing of the herd for six
years in a row pushed beef prices to
record highs in 2025. Cattle prices
reached records too, slashing the prof-
its of processors and providing income
for farmers who also grow grains and
have struggled to turn a profit from
selling crops.

Cattle production is the nation’s
most important agricultural industry,
according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which said the sector con-
sistently accounts for the largest share
of total cash receipts for farm com-
modities.

After delays due to persistent dry-
ness, improved rains are motivating
the expansion, along with expecta-
tions that cattle prices will remain
lofty during the long rebuilding proc-
ess, ranchers said.

In Nebraska, the second biggest
cattle-producing state, the portion of
the herd in areas suffering from
drought dropped to 19% in late July
from 79% two years earlier, according
to the U.S. Drought Monitor.
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Cattle ranchers slowly start
to rebuild decimated herd

Fausto Salinas, Jr.’s cattle is being fed at his property as cattle ranchers are

slowly starting to rebuild their herds after slashing the nation’s inventory to its
lowest level in more than 70 years, in Rio Grande City, Texas.

GABRIEL V. CARDENAS/REUTERS

“Everything has kind of
fallen into place. The cattle
will have plenty to eat this

year.”
Craig Uden

Nebraska cattle rancher

Near Cozad, a city of 4,000 people
where Uden works with his son-in-law,
rains have not quit since starting
around Mother’s Day in May, Uden said.
Grass conditions look the best since
2011, he added. The dramatic improve-
ment comes as a record corn harvest is
expected to boost available feed sup-
plies.

“Everything has kind of fallen into
place,” said Uden, 64. “The cattle will
have plenty to eat this year.”

Ranches in South Texas also benefit-
ed from one of the greenest summers in
years, a welcome reprieve after the pun-
ishing drought turned forage brown and
dry and killed some cattle.

“Right now, we're in the process of re-
building,” said Salinas, a rancher in Rio
Grande City, Texas, who sold cattle dur-
ing the drought.

Tighter supplies

When ranchers retain heifers, beef
production temporarily slows because
the animals are not being sent to be
slaughtered; it will also likely push meat
prices even higher before they come
down, agricultural economists said.

Consumers have shown resilience to
the climbing cost of beef, but increased
prices will test demand, they said.

It takes about two years before beef
output rises after ranchers make initial
moves to expand because that is how
long it takes to raise full-grown cattle,
ranchers said. Cattle and beef supplies
are set to decline even further after

President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion halted imports of Mexican livestock
in July to keep out New World screw-
worm, a devastating pest.

U.S. beef imports from Brazil, a key
supplier of meat used to make ham-
burgers, are also expected to fall after
Trump imposed a 50% trade tariff on
Aug. 6.

Beef producers have waited years for
ranchers to begin rebuilding herds be-
cause companies must increasingly
compete with one another to buy limit-
ed supplies. Processors were losing
about $300 on each head of cattle they
slaughtered on Aug. 5, according to live-
stock marketing advisory service Hed-
gersEdge.com.

Farmers have worried a processor
may shutter a beef plant due to hefty
losses, though Cargill told Reuters it had
no plans to do so.

“It’s not overwhelmingly glaring that,
‘Hey we're starting to rebuild the cow
herd, but I think there are quite a few
signals,” said Jarrod Gillig, senior vice
president of Cargill's North American
beef business.

For one, strong prices for heifers at a
major video livestock sale in July sig-
naled the animals will be retained on
farms, Gillig said.

In rural feedlots, about 4.2 million
heifers were being fattened for slaugh-
ter as of July 1, down 5% from 2024, ac-
cording to USDA data.

The decline likely reflects that ranch-
ers are keeping at least a few more heif-
ers on farms to reproduce, analysts said.

Tyson said a 16% drop in beef cow
slaughtering from January to June was
another early indicator of ranchers re-
taining heifers on their farms. The
meatpacker reported cattle costs
climbed by about $560 million in the
quarter that ended on June 28, com-
pared to a year earlier.

Herd rebuilding will begin in earnest
next year, and the beef business will see
benefits in 2028, King said.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Mexico sets minimum export
prices for fresh tomatoes

MEXICO CITY - Mexico has set
minimum export prices for fresh to-
matoes to protect its domestic produc-
tion and ensure internal supply after a
bilateral agreement with the U.S. ex-
pired, Mexico’s economy and agricul-
ture ministries said in a joint state-
ment on Aug. 10.

The decision follows Washington’s
withdrawal in July from a 2019 deal be-
tween the two countries which regu-
lated Mexican tomato exports to the
United States.

The Trump administration on July
14 announced a duty of about 17% on
imports of fresh tomatoes from Mex-
ico.
While the new pricing rules apply
exclusively to definitive exports, they
don’t restrict export volumes or im-
pose maximum prices. Prices will be
reviewed annually or sooner if market
conditions demand, the Mexican min-
istries said.

Minimum export prices per Kilo-
gram are set at $1.70 for cherry and
grape tomatoes, $0.88 for Roma toma-
toes, $0.95 for round tomatoes, and
$1.65 for round tomatoes with stems.
Other varieties, such as cocktail and
heirloom tomatoes, will also have a
minimum price of $1.70.

According to official figures, Mexico
exported $3.3 billion of tomatoes last
year.

“This action reinforces the govern-
ment’s commitment to agricultural
competitiveness, dignified rural em-
ployment, and food sovereignty,” the
ministries said.

The ministries added that Mexican
associations of tomato producers have
expressed support for the agreement,
which entered into force immediately
after its publication on Aug. 8 in the gov-
ernment’s official gazette.

Iran says IAEA official to visit

A senior official from the U.N. nuclear
watchdog will fly to Iran for talks on
Aug. 11, but no visit to nuclear sites is
planned, Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said on Aug. 10.

Since Israel launched its first military
strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites during a
12-day war in June, inspectors from the
International Atomic Energy Agency
have been unable to access Iran’s facil-
ities, despite IAEA chief Rafael Grossi
saying inspections remain his top prior-
ity.

Iran has accused the agency of effec-
tively paving the way for the bombings
by issuing a damning report on May 31,
which led the IAEA’s 35-nation Board of
Governors to declare Iran in breach of its
non-proliferation obligations.

Iran, which denies seeking nuclear
weapons, said it remained committed to
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

“Negotiations with the IAEA will be
held tomorrow to determine a frame-

work for cooperation,” Araghchi said on
Telegram . “ There are no plans to visit
any nuclear sites until we reach a frame-
work.”

Iran enacted a law passed by parlia-
ment suspending cooperation with the
IAEA in July. The law stipulates that any
future inspection of Iran’s nuclear sites
by the IAEA needs approval by Tehran’s
Supreme National Security Council.

1 killed in 6.1 magnitude
earthquake in Turkey

One person was killed on Aug 10
when an earthquake of magnitude 6.1
struck northwestern Turkey’s Balikesir
province, Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya
said, adding 29 people were wounded
and 16 buildings collapsed.

The quake, which Turkey’s AFAD di-
saster management authority said oc-
curred at around 7:53 p.m., was felt in
multiple provinces, including the coun-
try’s biggest city, Istanbul.

Yerlikaya said an 81-year-old person
died after being rescued from rubble by
emergency teams.

He said search and rescue operations
were now concluded and that there
were no other signs of serious damage
or casualties.

AFAD said the quake struck at a
depth of 6.8 miles, while the German
Research Centre for Geosciences regis-
tered the earthquake’s magnitude at
6.19 and a depth of 6.2 miles.

Reuters
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Inflation
data to test
stocks amid
recent rally

Lewis Krauskopf
REUTERS

NEW YORK - A fresh look at in-
flation trends will test the U.S. stock
market’s rally in the coming week,
with some investors saying equities
are primed for a potential pullback af-
ter rocketing to records. The bench-
mark S&P 500 ended on Aug. 8 up
more than 8% on the year and on the
cusp of all-time high levels, while the
tech-heavy Nasdaq Composite was at
a record, as stocks rebounded from
declines following a weak employ-
ment report earlier this month.

Strategists at firms including Deut-
sche Bank and Morgan Stanley have
recently said the market could be
poised for some level of pullback after
a largely unabated climb over the past
four months, which has pushed valu-
ations to historically expensive levels
as a seasonally treacherous period for
stocks begins.

The monthly U.S. consumer price
index report, due on Aug. 12, could
cause volatility. Data showing higher-
than-expected inflation could under-
mine the growing expectation for im-
pending interest rate cuts.

“I do think the market is set up for a
bit of a pullback,” said Dominic Pap-
palardo, chief multi-asset strategist at
Morningstar Wealth. “There’s a lot of
concern bubbling underneath.”

The S&P 500 has surged 28% since
its low for the year in April, as investor
fears about a tariff-induced recession
calmed after President Donald
Trump’s announcement earlier that
month had set off extreme asset vola-
tility. The index is trading at over 22
times its earnings estimates for the
next year, well above its long-term av-
erage P/E ratio of 15.8 after recently
reaching its highest valuation in over
four years, according to LSEG Datas-
tream.

Investors are also wary of risks
posed by the calendar. Over the past
35 years, August and September have
ranked as the worst-performing
months for the S&P 500, according to
the Stock Trader’s Almanac. The in-
dex has declined an average of 0.6%
in August and 0.8% in September —
the only months of negative average
performance for the index during that
time period.

“The combination of a softer pay-
roll number with concerns of tariff-re-
lated inflation could be the recipe for
... a correction, especially in the sea-
sonally weak third quarter,” Morgan
Stanley equity strategist Michael Wil-
son said in a note last week. Still, Wil-
son said his 12-month outlook was
bullish, adding “we’re buyers of pull-
backs.” The CPI for July is expected to
have climbed 2.8% on an annual ba-
sis, according to a Reuters poll of
economists. Investors will be watch-
ing to see if Trump’s tariffs on imports
are translating into higher prices after
the June CPI report suggested levies
were impacting the prices of some
goods.

Market bets on Fed rate cuts rose
following the recent weak jobs data as
investors expect the central bank will
ease monetary policy to help shore up
the labor market. Fed funds futures
indicate an over 90% chance the Fed
will cut at its next meeting in Septem-
ber, with at least two cuts priced in for
this year, LSEG data showed.

That narrative could be at risk if
CPI rises more than expected, making
the Fed more hesitant to cut rates, in-
vestors said.

“If the CPI suggests that the market
got a little ahead of itself, that can cre-
ate volatility,” said Angelo Kourkafas,
senior investment strategist at Ed-
ward Jones. “But if it’s not worse than
feared ... that can further reinforce
that we are now in an inflection point
for the Fed.”

The prospect of higher tariffs and
the economic fallout from those levies
already instituted by the Trump ad-
ministration has been a persistent
theme clouding markets, but stocks
have managed to rise to records de-
spite the uncertainty.

Higher tariffs on imports from doz-
ens of countries took effect on Aug. 7,
raising the average U.S. import duty to
its highest in a century, while the
president also this week announced
plans for levies on semiconductor
chips and pharmaceutical imports.

China could face a potential tariff
increase on Aug. 12 unless Trump ap-
proves an extension of a prior truce.
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attacked Israel — but now they can only
dream of even simple foods such as
bread, rice, fruit and vegetables.

Naim’s brother Adnan, 20, focuses on
taking care of his other brothers, rising
every morning at 5:30 a.m. to wend his
way gingerly through Gaza’s mountains
of rubble to find a soup kitchen.

“I swear I don’t have salt at home, I
swear I beg for a grain of salt,” said
Naim’s mother Najwa, 40.

“People talk about Gaza, Gaza, Gaza.
Come see the children of Gaza. Those
who do not believe, come see how Ga-
za’s children are dying. We are not liv-
ing, we are dying slowly,” she said.

A global hunger monitor has said a
famine scenario is unfolding in the Gaza
Strip, with starvation spreading, chil-
dren under five dying of hunger-related
causes and humanitarian access to the
embattled enclave severely restricted.

And the warnings about starvation
and malnutrition from aid agencies
keep coming.

The United Nations Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs said
food consumption across Gaza has de-
clined to its lowest level since the onset
of the war.

Eighty-one percent of households in
the tiny, crowded coastal territory of 2.2
million people reported poor food con-
sumption, up from 33% in April.

“Nearly nine out of ten households
resorted to extremely severe coping
mechanisms to feed themselves, such
as taking significant safety risks to ob-
tain food, and scavenging from the gar-
bage,” OCHA said in a statement.

Even when Palestinians are not too
weak to access aid collection points,
they are vulnerable to injury or death in
the crush to secure food.

Between June and July the number
of admissions for malnutrition almost

E F .
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Palestinians rush to a charity kitchen in the Mawasi area

of Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on July 22. Children in

Gaza are at increased risked of malnutrition and starvation and over 20 have died recently. AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

doubled - from 6,344 to 11,877 — accord-
ing to the latest UNICEF figures avail-
able.

Meanwhile there is no sign of a cea-
sefire on the horizon, although Israel’s
military chief has pushed back against
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
plans to seize areas of Gaza it doesn’t
already control, three Israeli officials
said.

Netanyahu has vowed no end to the
war until the annihilation of Hamas,
which killed 1,200 people and took 251
hostage in its Oct. 7 attack, according to

Israeli tallies.

Israel’s military response has killed
over 60,000 people, according to Gaza
health authorities, and turned Gaza, one
of the world’s most densely populated
areas, into a sea of ruins, with many
feared buried underneath.

‘The shadow of death’

Holding her emaciated baby Ammar
who, she said, is wasting away from
malnutrition, Amira Muteir, 32, pleaded
with the world to come to the rescue.

“The shadow of death is threatening
him, because of hunger,” she said, add-
ing that he endures 15 or 20 days a
month with no milk so she waits hours
at a hospital for fortified solution.

Sometimes he has to drink polluted
liquids because of a shortage of clean
water, she said.

Muteir and her children and husband
rely on a charity soup kitchen that helps
them with one small plate of food per
day to try and survive. “We eat it
throughout the day and until the follow-
ing day we eat nothing else,” she said.

Gaza

Continued from Page 1NN

It said the fifth man was a driver and as-
sistant.

Palestinian journalists’ groups con-
demned the killings. A press freedom
group and a UN expert previously
warned that Al Sharif’s life was in dan-
ger due to his reporting from Gaza. U.N.
Special Rapporteur Irene Khan said in
July Israel’s claims that he led a group in
Hamas were unsubstantiated.

Earlier in the day, Netanyahu said the
new Gaza offensive aimed to tackle two
remaining Hamas strongholds in what
he called his only option because of the
Palestinian group’s refusal to lay down
its arms.

Hamas says it will not disarm unless
an independent Palestinian state is es-
tablished.

Netanyahu’s office said late Aug. 10
the prime minister had spoken with
President Donald Trump about “Israel’s
plans to take control of the remaining
Hamas strongholds in Gaza.”

It was not clear when the offensive,
which would be the latest in successive
attempts by the Israeli military to clear
the militants from Gaza City, would be-
gin.

“The timeline that we set for the ac-
tion is fairly quickly. We want, first of all,
to enable safe zones to be established so
the civilian population of Gaza City can
move out,” he added.

The city, home to a million people be-
fore the two-year-old war, would be
moved into “safe zones,” he said. Pales-
tinians say these have not protected
them from Israeli fire in the past.

Israel’s military chief has voiced op-
position to occupying the entire Gaza
Strip and has warned that expanding
the offensive could endanger the lives of
hostages Hamas is still holding and
draw its troops into protracted and
deadly warfare.

Netanyahu said his goal was not to
occupy Gaza. “We want a security belt
right next to our border, but we don’t
want to stay in Gaza. That’s not our pur-
pose,” he said.

European representatives at the

Israeli offensive appear in the background, in the northern Gaza Strip on Aug.10.

DAWOUD ABU ALKAS/REUTERS

Israel is preparing for another offensive, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
announced on Aug. 10. RONEN ZVULUN/REUTERS

United Nations said starvation was un-
folding in Gaza and Israel’s plan would
only make things worse.

“Expanding military operations will
only endanger the lives of all civilians in
Gaza, including the remaining hostages,

and result in further unnecessary suf-
fering,” Denmark, France, Greece, Slo-
venia and the United Kingdom said in a
joint statement.

“This is a manmade crisis, and there-
fore urgent action is needed to halt star-

vation and to surge aid into Gaza,” they
said.

Malnutrition is widespread in the en-
clave due to what international aid
agencies say is a deliberate plan by Isra-
el to restrict aid. Israel rejects that alle-
gation, blaming Hamas for the hunger
among Palestinians and saying a lot of
aid has been distributed.

The U.S. representative at the Securi-
ty Council defended Netanhayu and
said Washington was committed to ad-
dressing humanitarian needs, freeing
the hostages and achieving peace.

Netanyahu said Israel was working
with Washington on creating a surge of
aid into Gaza, including by land. After
his conversation with Trump, the prime
minister’s office said he thanked the
president “for his steadfast support of
Israel”

Five more people, including two chil-
dren, died of malnutrition and starva-
tion in Gaza in the past 24 hours, Gaza’s
health ministry said, taking the number
of deaths from such causes to 217, in-
cluding 100 children.

The Hamas-run Gaza government
media office said a further 23 people had
been killed so far in the war by airdrops
of aid which countries have resorted to
due to the difficulties of getting aid in by
road.

In the latest case, a parachuted aid
box killed a 14-year-old boy awaiting
food with other desperate Palestinians
at a tent encampment in central Gaza,
according to medics and video verified
by Reuters.

“We have repeatedly warned of the
dangers of these inhumane methods
and have consistently called for the safe
and sufficient delivery of aid through
land crossings, especially food, infant
formula, medicines, and medical sup-
plies,” it said.

The war began on Oct. 7, 2023, when
Hamas-led militants stormed into
southern Israel and killed 1,200 people
and took 251 hostages, according to Is-
raeli figures. Israeli authorities say 20 of
the remaining 50 hostages in Gaza are
alive.

Israel's offensive since then has
killed more than 61,000 Palestinians,
according to health officials, and left
much of the territory in ruins.

Trump

Continued from Page 1NN

housing. About 800 are considered un-
sheltered or “on the street,” the organiza-
tion says.

A White House official said on Aug. 8
that more federal law enforcement offi-
cers were being deployed in the city fol-
lowing a violent attack on a young Trump
administration staffer that angered the
president.

Alleged crimes investigated by federal
agents on Aug. 8 included “multiple per-
sons carrying a pistol without license,”
motorists driving on suspended licenses,
and dirt bike riding, according to a White
House official on Sunday. The official said
450 federal law enforcement officers
were deployed across the city on Aug. 9.

The Democratic mayor of Washing-
ton, D.C., Muriel Bowser, said on Aug. 10
the capital was “not experiencing a crime
spike.”

“Itis true that we had a terrible spike in
crimein 2023, butthisisnot2023,” Bows-

er said on MSNBC’s The Weekend. “We
have spent over the last two years driving
down violent crime in this city, driving it
down to a 30-year low.”

The city’s police department reports
that violent crime in the first seven
months of 2025 was down by 26% in D.C.
compared with last year while overall
crime was down about 7%.

Bowser said Trump is “very aware” of
the city’s work with federal law enforce-
ment after meeting with Trump several
weeks ago in the Oval Office.

Congress has control of D.C’s budget

after the district was established in 1790
with land from neighboring Virginia and
Maryland, but resident voters elect a
mayor and city council.

For Trump to take over the city, Con-
gress likely would have to pass a law re-
voking the law that established local
elected leadership, which Trump would
have to sign. Bowser on Sunday noted the
president’s ability to call up the National
Guard if he wanted, a tactic the admini-
stration used recently in Los Angeles af-
ter immigration protests over the objec-
tions oflocal officials.
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MLB

GOLF

Rose wins
in playofl
at St. Jude

Phil Stukenborg
FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

MEMPHIS - England’s Justin Rose
birdied four of the last five holes of the
FedEx St. Jude Championship at TPC
Southwind to force a playoff and bird-
ied the third playoff hole to capture the
first leg of the PGA Tour’s season-end-
ing, three-tournament playoffs.

Rose’s magical finish in regulation -
birdies at 14, 15,16 and 17 — allowed the
45-year-old veteran to pass 54-hole
leader Tommy Fleetwood and world
No. 1 Scottie Scheffler and join J.J.
Spaun, the reigning U.S. Open cham-
pion, in the playoff.

Spaun birdied two of his final three
holes in regulation to join Rose in the
playoff. Rose and Spaun both had bird-
ie putts on the first playoff hole lip out,
forcing a return trip to No. 18. On their
second tries, they converted birdie
putts with Spaun’s coming from 30
feet. The hole location on 18 was
changed for the third playoff hole and
Rose dropped his birdie putt from 12
feet. Spaun’s 7-foot attempt for birdie
slid left of the cup.

“That was an amazing last 90 min-
utes,” Rose said. “I never stopped be-
lieving. I played unbelievable golf
coming down the stretch.”

Rose shot 3-under 67 to finish at 16-
under 264 and Spaun had a 65 to join
him in the playoff. Scheffler was one
stroke back at15-under 265 after his fi-
nal round 67. Fleetwood closed with a
69 to also finish at 15 under.

See GOLF, Page 6NS

Brewers left fielder Isaac Collins celebrates after hitting a walk-off home run in the ninth inning against the Mets at
American Family Field. BENNY SIEU/IMAGN IMAGES

ROLL OUT THE
BARREL AGAIN

Isaac Collins led off the ninth inning with a walk-off homer for the red-hot Milwaukee Brewers, who

stormed back from a five-run deficit to stun the reeling New York Mets, 7-6, and sweep their three-game

series. The Brewers have won nine straight and 12 of 13 to improve their MLB-leading record to 73-44. Justin Rose poses with the winner’s

ROUNDUP, PAGE 4NS

trophy after the final round of the
FedEx St. Jude Championship.
STEVE ROBERTS/IMAGN IMAGES

NASCAR

Van Gisbergen earns
4th road-course win

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Shane van Gisbergen delivered some
Down Under redemption at Watkins
Glen International on Sunday to cap the
New Zealander’s cracking good week.

The Trackhouse Racing driver con-
tinued his dominance of NASCAR’s road
courses, speeding to his fourth straight
road win in 2025 as he rolled over the
Cup Series field in the Go Bowling at the
Glen in Watkins Glen, N.Y.

After leader Brad Keselowski pitted
with 16 laps left, van Gisbergen cycled
back around to the point and breezed to
his fourth victory this season by 11116
seconds over Christopher Bell. Defend-
ing champion Chris Buescher, William
Byron and Chase Briscoe joined them in
the top five.

The four victories, all on road races,
tied the 36-year-old van Gisbergen with

Denny Hamlin for this year’s series lead
as he snared his fifth career win in just
38 starts. In last season’s race at the
Glen, SVG led at the white flag but
slipped up in the “Bus Stop” portion of
the legendary road course, allowing
Buescher to pass for the win.

On Saturday in the Xfinity Series
race, he was booted out of the way while
leading by teammate Connor Zilisch
and was wrecked out.

Neither scenario would play out that
way Sunday for SVG, who received a
contract extension earlier in the week.

“Oh, man, good to get that one back,”
said van Gisbergen, who led 38 laps in
the three-caution race. “What an awe-
some win. ... The car was just amazing
again. I gave that Bus Stop (turn) anoth-
er meter on that last lap. Awesome.”

See NASCAR, Page 3NS

Shane van Gisbergen celebrates with his team in victory lane after winning at
Watkins Glen International. MATTHEW O’HAREN/IMAGN IMAGES
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NFL

PRESEASON ROUNDUP

Bears, Dolphins open with tie

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Tua Tagovailoa made a rare appear-
ance in a preseason opener as the Mi-
ami Dolphins and host Chicago Bears
forged a 24-24 tie on Sunday afternoon.

Tagovailoa, who hadn’t seen action in
an opener since 2021, completed 5 of 6
passes on the game’s opening drive that
ended at the Bears’ goal line.

He then gave way to Zach Wilson (5-
of-9, 96 yards) — who directed two
touchdown drives — and rookie Quinn
Ewers (5-0f-18, 91 yards), who led the
Dolphins to 10 fourth-quarter points
that erased a pair of three-point deficits.

Starting quarterback Caleb Williams
did not play for the Bears in Ben John-
son’s head-coaching debut. Tyson Ba-
gent hit13 of 19 passes for 103 yards, one
touchdown and one interception in the
first half. Case Keenum went 8-of-10 for
80 yards and two scores in the second
half. His 14-yard strike to Jahdae Walker
gave the Bears a 24-211ead with 8:38 to
play. Ewers directed a 23-yard drive that
set up Jason Sanders’ 56-yard field goal
with 6:22 left that made it 24-24.

Chargers 27, Saints 13

Quarterback Trey Lance led Los An-
geles in passing and rushing, including
a 5-yard touchdown run, as the host
Chargers improved to 2-0 in the presea-
son while New Orleans dropped its
opener in Inglewood, Calif.

Lance was 7 of 14 for 55 yards through
the air and had seven carries for 48
yards as the Chargers rested starter Jus-

Dolphins running back Alexander Mattison (8) is tackled by Bears defensive back Alex Cook (30) during the second half on

Aug. 10 at Soldier Field in Chicago. DAVID BANKS/IMAGN IMAGES

tin Herbert.

The Saints started Spencer Rattler,
who was 7 of 11 for 53 yards, before sec-
ond-round pick Tyler Shough made his
debut. Shough was 15 of 22 for165 yards,
including a 54-yard scoring strike to

Mason Tipton in the third quarter.
Shough gave up a 43-yard interception
return for a score to rookie Eric Rogers
earlier in the quarter.

Rogers made a second interception
on the Saints’ Jake Haener before

getting hurt in the final minutes. Saints
offensive lineman Will Clapp, wide re-
ceiver Bub Means and tight end Mason
Pline sustained injuries, as did Chargers
defensive back Deane Leonard and
guard Karsen Barnhart.

L.A. Chargers 27, New Orleans 13 Total Net Yards 300 248 1-1-0-49. . (Jonathan Kim kick), 0:19. Time of Possession 26:50 33:10
New Orleans 0 3 7 3- 13 Rushes-yards 20-61  34-148 RECEIVI.NG—New Orleans, Austin Jr. 4-42, Jones .{r. Fourth Quarter INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
L.A. Chargers 0 9 8 10- 27 Ppassing 239 100  4-16, Wilson Jr. 3-37, Yarns 3-15, Welch 3-14, Pettis  Mja—0llie Gordon 11 1yd run (Jason Sanders kick), ~ RUSHING-Miami, Gordon Il 8-33, Achane 3-22,
Second Quarter Punt Returns 425 37 225 Tipton 1-54, Means 1-12, Cooks 110, 1748, Wright 9-16, Wilson 2-16, Mattison 3-8, Washington
LAC—Cameron Dicker 44 yd FG, 13:30 Kickoff R - ) Edwards-Helaire 1-9, Jacobson 1-9, Miller 1-9,  Chi-Jahdae Walker 14 yd pass from Case Keenum 16 Chicago Bears, Monangai 6-30, Hankins 7-23,
yaro, 1:50. ickoff Returns 4-134 4-89  Matavao 1-6, Stoll 1-1. LA. Chargers, Campbell im ki 9 ’ 9 y ’
g - . ; 3 - L.A. Chargers, Campbe (Jonathan Kim kick), 8:38. Wheeler 7-20, Bagent 1-9, Homer 2-6, Keenum 1-2.
LAC-Trey Lance 5 yd run (failed 2pt Rush), 1:38. Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-43  3.62. Gadsden Il 2-15, Haskins 2-12. Rice 1-12 h . 0, Bag , 3 N
NO-Blake Grupe 31yd FG, 0:05. CompAtt-Int -2 9-20-0 i adsaen » Raskins 2-12, Rice 1-12, Mia-Jason Sanders 56 yd FG, 6:22. PASSING-Miami, Ewers 5-18-0-91, Wilson
Third Omp-Att-in -4l- -20- Sanders 1-11. A-43537 5-9-0-96, Tagovailoa 5-6-0-27. Chicago Bears,
ird Quarter Sacked-Yards Lost 520 3-12 MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. Mi Chi  Bagent 13-19-1-103, Keenum 8-10-0-80, Reed
LAC-Eric Rogers 43 yd interception return . . ) 1 I 9 g g
(Dalevon Campbell 2pt Pass from Trey Lance) Punts 6-400  6-48.3 Miami 24, Chicago Bears 24 First downs 22 5-10-0-41.
9:48. p P 4 ’ Fumbles-Lost 2-1 3-1 Mic?\mi 14 0 10- 24 Total Net Yards 272 295 RECEIVING—Miami, Washington 4-18, Washington
(Charlie Smyth kick), 7:14. Time of Possession 31:08 28:52 Second Quarter Passing m 205 ) ) b 9
ia—Alexander Mattison 1yd run (Jason Sanders 2 B 1-18, Myarick 1-8, Wease Jr. 1-5. Chicago Bears,
Fourth Quarter INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS N_“a Al y Punt Returns 2-35 2-18 Alexander 4-19, Walker 3-41, Duvernay 3-27, Wilson
LAC—Cameron Dicker 40 yd FG, 4:50. _ RUSHING-New Orleans, Rattler 3-22, Miller 6-15,  kick), 14:11. Kickoff Returns 3116 3-65  3-15 Burden lll 2-29, Homer 2-15, Richardson 2-7,
LAC—Raheim Sanders 11 yd run (Cameron Dicker ~ Akers 4-9, Haener 1-7, Edwards-Helaire 4-6, ~ Chi-Maurice Alexander 4 yd pass from Tyson Interceptions Ret. 1-20 0-0  Toure 1-26, Wheeler 1-14, Loveland 1-8, Scott 1-8,
kick), 1:52. Shough 1-3, Jones Jr. 1-(minus 1). LA. Chargers, ~ Bagent (Cairo Santos kick), 4:38. . Comp-Att-Int 15-33-0  26-39-1  Jackson Il 1-7, Carlson 1-4, Hankins 1-4.
NO-Charlie Smyth 50 yd FG, 0:10. Lance 7-48, Sanders 10-42, Haskins 6-33, Vidal ~ Mia-Jaylen Wright 7 yd run (Jason Sanders kick), kpd 4 MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.
A-65,049 6-16, Miller-Hines 4-10, Uiagalelei 1-(minus 1). 1:45. Sacked-Yards Lost 643 319
NO LAC  PASSING-New Orleans, Shough 15-22-1-165, Chi—Cairo Santos 57 yd FG, 0:00. Punts 2-545  3-523
First downs 17 15  Rattler 7-11-0-53, Haener 5-8-1-41. L.A. Chargers, Third Quarter Fumbles-Lost 4-2 0-0
Lance 7-14-0-55, Heinicke 1-5-0-8, Uiagalelei  Chi—Deion Hankins 4 yd pass from Case Keenum Penalties-Yards 10-68 7-41

Titans RB sidelined by ankle injury

WIRE REPORTS

Tennessee Titans coach Brian Call-
ahan announced that running back Ty-
jae Spears will miss “some time” with
the ankle injury he sustained in the
team’s Aug. 9 preseason opener against
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, setting him
back for the start of the season.

“Spears is expected to miss some
time here, a couple of weeks at least,”
Callahan said the morning after the
game. “We’re waiting on some final
word on a few things, but he will defi-
nitely miss some time.”

Spears limped off the field and had to
be carted into the locker room midway
through the second quarter of the game
in Tampa Bay, coming up hurt after
catching a third-down screen pass. The
Tennessean spotted Spears leaving the
stadium on crutches and wearing a
walking boot on his right foot. The Ti-
tans were critical of the field conditions
in Tampa before and after the game, cit-
ing how clear it was that the grass had
just been laid down and that the seams
in the sod were visible.

Injuries limited Spears throughout
2024 as well, when he missed five
games. Without Spears, veteran Tony
Pollard figures to earn the majority of
the Titans’ top running back reps, with
veteran Julius Chestnut and rookie Ka-
lel Mullings as the likeliest candidates to
fill in behind Pollard.

Chiefs’ Bush tears Achilles, out for
season

Kansas City Chiefs safety Deon Bush
is expected to miss the upcoming sea-
son after sustaining a torn left Achilles
during the team’s preseason game
against the Arizona Cardinals.

Bush suffered a non-contact injury
while attempting to shift directions on

Titans running back Tyjae Spears suffered an ankle injury in the team’s Aug. 9

preseason opener against the Buccaneers. STEVE ROBERTS/IMAGN IMAGES

the field during the second quarter of
Kansas City’s 20-17 loss to Arizona.

“Bush is an Achilles, yes,” Chiefs
head coach Andy Reid told reporters.
“So he’s got to have surgery on it; he’ll
get double checked here. But, I mean, I
think we’re looking at surgery there. It's
too bad because he’s really been playing
well. He’s a great kid, too.”

Bush, 31, played in 95 games during
his first seven seasons with the Chicago
Bears and Kansas City. He has been lim-
ited to eight games over his past two
seasons with the Chiefs. A two-time Su-
per Bowl champion, Bush has totaled 110
tackles and three interceptions since
being selected by the Bears in the fourth
round of the 2016 NFL Draft.

49ers signing Wilson to bolster
backfield

The San Francisco 49ers are report-
edly bringing back a familiar face to an
injury-depleted backfield. Jeff Wilson
Jr., who spent the first four-plus years of
his NFL career in San Francisco before
spending the past three seasons in Mi-
ami, will re-sign with the 49ers after
working out for the team on July 30.

The 2018 undrafted free agent out of
North Texas rushed for 1,733 yards and
15 touchdowns with San Francisco,
which traded the running back to Miami
midway through the 2022 season.

Wilson ran for just 637 yards and
three scores in Miami, appearing in only

19 games over the past two years.

The 29-year-old adds some depth for
the 49ers, who have seen several run-
ning backs succumb to injuries recently.

Raiders sign veteran S Edmunds

The Las Vegas Raiders bolstered their
secondary with the signing of veteran
safety Terrell Edmunds. Edmunds takes
the 90-man roster spot of wide receiver
Seth Williams, who was waived with an
injury designation.

The 28-year-old Edmunds entered
the league as a first-round pick by the
Pittsburgh Steelers in 2018. After five
years there, Edmunds bounced around
to Philadelphia, Tennessee, Jackson-
ville and then back to Pittsburgh.

The Virginia Tech product has logged
465 combined tackles and 7.5 sacks in
his career to go along with six intercep-
tions in 101 games.

In 2024, he posted seven combined
tackles in limited action with both the
Jaguars and Steelers.

Report: Texans to add S Mills

The Houston Texans are signing free-
agent safety Jalen Mills, ESPN reported.

Mills’ reported addition to the Texans
comes on the heels of C.J..Gardner-
Johnson sustaining a right leg injury in
practice on Thursday and fellow safety
Jimmie Ward being arrested later that
evening for violating conditions of his
release in a separate legal matter.

Mills, 31, recorded 44 tackles, one in-
terception and one forced fumble in
nine games (eight starts) last season
with the New York Jets. A seventh-
round pick by Philadelphia in 2016, Mills
has eight interceptions, 59 passes bro-
ken up and 450 tackles in 115 games (91
starts) with the Eagles (2016-20) and
Patriots (2021-23) and Jets (2024).
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Lynx beat Liberty in Finals rematch

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Kayla McBride scored a game-high 18
points as the Minnesota Lynx won their
fifth straight game, defeating the host
New York Liberty 83-71on Sunday after-
noon.

The Lynx, who own the WNBA’s best
record at 27-5, used a 14-0 third-quarter
run to take control.

Alanna Smith approached a triple-
double for Minnesota with eight points,
a game-high nine rebounds and seven
assists.

Courtney Williams added 14 points
and seven assists for the Lynx. But the
Lynx took off in the third quarter when
Williams had foul trouble and was re-
placed by fellow point guard DiJonai
Carrington, who finished with 15 points.

New York, which beat Minnesota in
last year's WNBA Finals, had its three-
game win streak snapped.

New York got 14 points from Natasha
Cloud, 11 each from Jonquel Jones and
Emma Meesseman and 10 points from
Sabrina Ionescu. The Liberty also got
help from reserves Marine Johannes (10
points) and Isabelle Harrison (nine).

Mystics 91, Wings 78

Kiki Iriafen scored 23 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds to lead a dominant
Washington Mystics paint performance
in a Washington win over the Dallas
Wings at Arlington, Texas.

The Mystics (14-17) snapped their
four-game losing streak, while the
Wings (8-24) have now dropped five
games in a row.

Star rookie guard Paige Bueckers,
who leads Dallas in points (18.6) and as-
sists (5.4) per game, missed the team’s
88-77 home loss to the New York Liberty
on Friday with a back injury. She re-
turned with 17 points on 5-for-9 shoot-
ing and three assists

Mystics rookie All-Star guard Sonia
Citron tallied 18 points, six assists and
five rebounds.

Lynx guard Kayla McBride (21) drives past Liberty forward Leonie Fiebich during
the second half at Barclays Center. JOHN JONES/IMAGN IMAGES

Dream 74, Mercury 66

Brionna Jones scored 15 points and

added 11 rebounds and Allisha Gray re-
corded 10 of her 17 points in the fourth
quarter as the Atlanta Dream finished a
sweep of the season series with a vic-
tory over the host Phoenix Mercury.

Naz Hillmon had 13 points and 14 re-
bounds and Jordin Canada had 13 points
for the Dream, who have won five in a
row and seven of eight.

Alyssa Thomas totaled 21 points and
eight rebounds and DeWanna Bonner
tallied 16 points off the bench for the
Mercury, who had won three straight.

Sparks 94, Storm 91

Dearica Hamby turned a tie-breaking
layup into a three-point play with 5.6
seconds remaining, lifting the Los An-
geles Sparks to a tense victory over the
visiting Seattle Storm.

After a pair of layups by Brittney
Sykes had produced the fifth and sixth
ties of the fourth quarter, the latter at 91-
all on a layup with 12.7 seconds remain-
ing, the Sparks got the ball to Hamby
and she was fouled at the rim by Domin-
ique Malonga while dropping in her go-
ahead shot.

The win allowed the Sparks (15-16) to
move within a half-game of the Storm
(16-16) and Golden State Valkyries
(15-15) in the WNBA standings. Those
three teams are dueling the Washington
Mystics (14-17) for the final two playoff
positions.

Aces 94, Sun 86

Aja Wilson’s 30 points and career
high-matching 20 rebounds helped the
Las Vegas Aces to their fourth straight
win with a defeat of the visiting Con-
necticut Sun.

A three-time league Most Valuable
Player including last season, Wilson
posted her third double-double in the
last four games and third consecutive
outing with at least 27 points. With 36
seconds remaining in the game, she
grabbed her 20th board to match the
personal record she established on July
10,2024, at Seattle. Her Las Vegas team-
mates led the home crowd in applause
for the milestone.

Wilson’s heroics bolstered the Aces
on a day when three of the five starters
failed to score more than seven points.
Jackie Young was the exception with 21
points on 9-of-14 shooting from the
floor.

Young also dished six assists to
match Chelsea Gray’s game-high total.

Marina Mabrey led Connecticut with
22 points.

Washington 91, Dallas 78
WASHINGTON (91)
Citron 7-10 3-4 18, Iriafen 9-14 5-6 23, Dolson 4-5
4-414, Melbourne 3-5 2-2 8, Sutton 0-4 0-0 0, Clark
3-5 2-3 9, Engstler 4-9 1-2 11, Sheldon 2-6 4-5 8,
Olsen 0-10-0 0. Totals 32-59 21-26 91.

DALLAS (78)

Jones 3-9 5-7 11, Ogunbowale 4-10 4-4 12,
Geiselsoder 2-7 4-4 10, Berger 0-5 0-2 0, Bueckers
5-9 5-5 17, Hines-Allen 2-7 3-4 8, Siegrist 3-8 2-2 9,
Yueru 0-2 0-0 0, James 1-3 0-0 2, Quinerly 3-31-19,
Miller 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 23-63 24-29 78.

WAS 18 122 33 28 - 91
DAL 23 18 17 20 - 78
3-Point Goals: Washington 6-15 (Dolson 2-2,
Engstler 2-2, Clark 1-1, Citron 1-2, Iriafen 0-1, Olsen
0-1, Melbourne 0-1, Sutton 0-2, Sheldon 0-3),
Dallas 8-23 (Quinerly 2-2, Bueckers 2-4,
Geiselsoder 2-5, Hines-Allen 1-2, Siegrist 1-2,
Berger 0-1, Jones 0-1, James 0-1, Yueru 0-2,
Ogunbowale 0-3). Fouled Out: Washington
(Sutton). Rebounds: Washington 34 (Iriafen 10),
Dallas 26 (Hines-Allen 11). Assists: Washington 21

Minnesota 83, New York 71

MINNESOTA (83)
Carleton 1-4 0-0 3, Smith 3-6 0-0 8, Shepard 3-4
0-2 6, McBride 6-12 2-2 18, Williams 7-18 0-0 14,
Carrington 6-10 1-2 15, Kliundikova 2-5 2-2 6,
Hiedeman 6-11 0-0 13. Totals 34-70 5-8 83.

NEW YORK (71)
Fiebich 2-5 0-0 6, Meesseman 5-11 0-0 11, Jones
4-7 3-4 11, Cloud 6-11 0-0 14, lonescu 4-15 2-2 10,
Johannes 3-8 1-2 10, Harrison 4-6 1-19, Talbot 0-3
0-0 0, Gardner 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 28-66 7-9 71.
MIN 25 11 30 17 - 83
NYL 24 14 19 14 - 7N
3-Point Goals: Minnesota 10-21 (McBride 4-7, Smith
2-3, Carrington 2-3, Hiedeman 1-2, Carleton 1-3,
Kliundikova 0-1, Williams 0-2), New York 8-24
(Johannes 3-7, Fiebich 2-3, Cloud 2-6, Meesseman
1-1, Jones 0-1, lonescu 0-6). Fouled Out: None.
Rebounds: Minnesota 32 (Smith 9), New York 33
(Cloud, Jones 6). Assists: Minnesota 24 (Smith,
Williams 7), New York 21 (Cloud, lonescu, Jones 5).
Total Fouls: Minnesota 11, New York 8. A: 17,343
(17,732)

Atlanta 74, Phoenix 66

ATLANTA (74)
Gray 6-12 4-7 17, Hillmon 3-8 4-4 13, Jones 6-12 2-2
15, Canada 5-111-2 13, Paopao 2-4 0-0 5, Caldwell
2-8 0-0 5, Howard 0-7 4-4 4, Griner 1-3 0-0 2,
Coffey 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 25-65 15-19 74.

PHOENIX (66)
Sabally 3-12 0-0 7, Thomas 9-14 3-4 21, Mack 1-5
0-0 2, Akoa Makani 1-7 0-0 3, Copper 3-14 3-3 9,
Bonner 4-8 6-6 16, Whitcomb 1-3 0-1 3, Westbeld
2-6 0-0 5. Totals 24-69 12-14 66.
ATL 24 15 14 21 - T4
PHO 19 15 16 16 - 66
3-Point Goals: Atlanta 9-32 (Hillmon 3-7, Canada
2-3, Jones 1-1, Paopao 1-3, Gray 1-6, Caldwell 1-7,
Howard 0-5), Phoenix 6-23 (Bonner 2-4, Whitcomb
1-2, Akoa Makani 1-3, Westbeld 1-4, Sabally 1-6,
Copper 0-4). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Atlanta
38 (Hillmon 13), Phoenix 34 (Thomas 8). Assists:
Atlanta 20 (Gray 5), Phoenix 16 (Thomas 5). Total
Fouls: Atlanta 15, Phoenix 19. A: 13,953 (9,510)

L.A. Sparks 94, Seattle 91

SEATTLE (91)

Ogwumike 5-12 4-4 15, Williams 2-5 0-0 5,
Magbegor 1-5 0-0 2, Diggins 7-18 0-0 17, Sykes
11-212-2 27, Malonga 9-12 1-2 20, Wheeler 2-4 1-15,
Mitchell 0-10-0 0. Totals 37-78 8-9 91.

L.A. SPARKS (94)
Hamby 8-13 3-3 19, Jackson 3-12 1-19, Stevens 6-8
0-0 15, Allemand 2-4 0-0 5, Plum 6-12 5-5 20,
Burrell 3-7 0-0 8, Vanloo 1-2 1-2 4, Brink 5-6 2-2 14.
Totals 34-64 12-13 94.
SEA 26 19 24 22 - 9
LAS 14 32 22 26 - 94
3-Point Goals: Seattle 9-24 (Diggins 3-6, Sykes 3-7,
Malonga 1-1, Williams 1-3, Ogwumike 1-4, Wheeler
0-1, Mitchell 0-1, Magbegor 0-1), L.A. Sparks 14-27
(Stevens 3-3, Plum 3-7, Brink 2-2, Burrell 2-3,
Jackson 2-5, Vanloo 1-2, Allemand 1-3, Hamby 0-2).
Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Seattle 32 (Malonga
11), L.A. Sparks 30 (Stevens 8). Assists: Seattle 23
(Diggins 6), L.A. Sparks 25 (Allemand 8). Total
Fouls: Seattle 17, L.A. Sparks 11. A: 11,796 (12,947)

Las Vegas 94, Connecticut 86

CONNECTICUT (86)
Mabrey 8-16 1-1 22, Morrow 3-7 0-0 7, Charles 4-8
0-0 8, Hartley 3-6 0-0 9, Lacan 6-12 0-0 13, Rivers
7-10 1-1 17, Edwards 2-5 0-0 4, Nelson-Ododa 3-5
0-0 6, Peters 0-10-0 0, Allen 0-0 0-0 0, Toure 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 36-70 2-2 86.

LAS VEGAS (94)

Bell 1-3 0-0 3, Wilson 13-25 6-6 32, Smith 2-5 2-5 6,
Gray 2-5 2-4 7, Young 9-14 1-1 21, Loyd 3-10 5-5 12,
Evans 4-5 0-0 10, Gustafson 1-2 0-0 3, Nye 0-2 0-0
0. Totals 35-7116-21 94.
CON 31 14 17 24 - 86
LVA 27 18 25 24 - 94
3-Point Goals: Connecticut 12-31 (Mabrey 5-13,
Hartley 3-3, Rivers 2-4, Morrow 1-3, Lacan 1-6,
Charles 0-1, Peters 0-1), Las Vegas 8-25 (Evans 2-2,
Young 2-6, Gustafson 1-2, Gray 1-3, Bell 1-3, Loyd
1-5, Wilson 0-1, Smith 0-1, Nye 0-2). Fouled Out:
None. Rebounds: Connecticut 23 (Charles 5), Las
Vegas 40 (Wilson 20). Assists: Connecticut 22
(Lacan 5), Las Vegas 24 (Gray, Young 6). Total Fouls:
Connecticut 20, Las Vegas 12. A: 10,407 (12,000)

(Citron 6), Dallas 18 (Hines-Allen 5). Total Fouls:
Washington 28, Dallas 26. A: 6,152 (0)

NASCAR

Continued from Page 1NS

Added the No. 88 driver, who owns
22 playoff points, “We’ll have a proper
crack (in the playoffs).”

Chevrolet scored its fifth win in the
past seven races while Ford remained
winless through its past 10 starts.

Trackhouse withdrew its third entry,
the No. 87 Chevrolet of Zilisch, after the
19-year-old road racing standout broke
his collarbone in a fall from his car after
winning Saturday’s Xfinity event.

After earning his second career pole
on a road course, Ryan Blaney paced
the field during Stage 1with van Gisber-
gen and Briscoe right behind in the
same order they qualified for the Cup
Series’ fifth of six stops on road racing
layouts.

However, early pitting before the
first segment ended allowed leader
Buescher, Alex Bowman and Ryan
Preece —16th, 15th and 17th, respective-
ly, around the 16-car cut line for the
playoffs — to secure the top three spots
on Lap 20.

In Stage 2, van Gisbergen, who
notched road victories at Mexico City,
Chicago and Sonoma after failing to
win in Austin, Tex., in early March, be-
gan to flex his muscle and started the
pitting with three laps left in the stage.

Turning over the lead that late al-
lowed Blaney to stay out and earn the
maximum stage points as John Hunter
Nemechek wrecked into the outer bar-
rier as the segment concluded. Byron
and Bell finished second and third.

van Gisbergen was the class of the
field through the middle third of the 90-
lap race, restarting 12th at halfway,
moving to third within five laps and
passing leader Blaney on Lap 54.

AUTO RACING

INDYCAR SERIES

Palou clinches 4th series title

Nathan Brown
Indianapolis Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

PORTLAND, OR - Alex Palou put to
bed what can only be deemed one of
the most dominant championship per-
formances the IndyCar Series has ever
seen, capturing his fourth career sea-
son championship with two races still
left to contest before the 2025 season is
complete.

Will Power, the 44-year-old veteran
whose future with Team Penske is un-
certain, won the Bitnile.com Grand
Prix of Portland by 1.6 seconds over
Christian Lundgaard. Power earned his
45th career win and first since last
year’s Portland race.

By virtue of his third-place finish at
Portland International Raceway on
Sunday, Aug. 10, Palou increased his
cushion over Pato O’'Ward to 151 points.

O’Ward entered the weekend as Pa-
lou’s only mathematical challenger
started on the pole but had a power
failure after the restart on Lap 21 caus-
ing him to go eight laps down. With
only a maximum of 108 points to be
earned over the final two race week-
ends at the Milwaukee Mile (Aug. 23-
24) and Nashville Superspeedway
(Aug. 30-31), O'Ward no longer holds
any chance to pull off what for weeks
would’ve been maybe the most mirac-
ulous championship comeback the
sport had seen.

A title fight the 26-year-old Mexican
driver has frequently deemed “over’re-
cently, always accompanied with a
chuckle, is now formally so, with Palou
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Alex Palou clinched his fourth career
IndyCar Series championship with two
races to go. MARK J. REBILAS/IMAGN IMAGES

going wire to wire for his fourth Indy-
Car title in five seasons, all since join-
ing Chip Ganassi Racing for the start of
the 2021IndyCar campaign off the back
of a 2020 rookie season that even days
ahead of signing with CGR had left him
uncertain if his career in IndyCar
would last beyond a single season.
The 28-year-old Spaniard won that
2021 season opener and was off to the

races, like he was this season.

Unlike that debut campaign with
Ganassi, or any major American open-
wheel season of any kind since A.J.
Foyt’s in1979, Palou would go on to win
five of the first six races of the season, a
feat matched only three times in the
sport’s history (Foyt in 1964 and ’79,
and Al Unser Sr. in 1971). And in only
one of those spectacular seasons,
Foyt’s 1964 campaign, did one of those
drivers ride their early hot streak to not
only an Indianapolis 500 victory as
well as a championship, as Palou has
now done. It’s the first time in 15 years
(Dario Franchitti, 2010) that a driver
has paired a championship with a
chance to Kkiss the bricks in the same
calendar year.

Still with two races left, it’s unclear
whether Palou may match Foyt’s all-
time series mark of 10 wins in a single
season (a record matched, but not
beaten, by Unser Sr. in 1970). But al-
ready with eight victories, it makes Pa-
lou’s 2025 season, and his six-year re-
sume, already one of the best the sport
has ever seen.

Palou is now just the third driver to
win three consecutive championships
in series history, joining Ted Horn (1946
to 1948), Sebastien Bourdais (four
straight in 2004 to 2007) and Dario
Franchitti (2009-11). Along with Fran-
chitti (2007 to 2011), who won four con-
secutive IndyCar championships in
which he competed after taking 2008
off to race in NASCAR, Bourdais and
Foyt (1960 to 1964), the Ganassi driver
is also one of only four to win four titles
in five consecutive seasons.
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MLB

SUNDAY’S ROUNDUP

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Walk-off blast caps Brewers’ sweep of Mets

Isaac Collins led off the ninth inning
with a walk-off homer for the red-hot
Milwaukee Brewers, who stormed back
from a five-run deficit to stun the reeling
New York Mets, 7-6, and sweep their
three-game series.

The Brewers have won nine straight
and 12 of 13 to improve their MLB-lead-
ing record to 73-44. The Mets, who
squandered leads in all three games this
weekend, lost their seventh straight and
fell for the 11th time in 12 games as their
lead over the Cincinnati Reds for the fi-
nal National League wild-card spot
dropped to 1+ games.

The Brewers, who trailed 5-0, began
their comeback when William Contre-
ras homered to lead off the fourth before
Joey Ortiz laced a two-run single. Pete
Alonso had an RBI double in the fifth for
the Mets before Contreras added a hom-
er in the fifth, a two-run shot, to cut the
lead to 6-5.

Astros 7, Yankees 1

Jason Alexander took a no-hit bid
into the sixth inning and pitched six
scoreless innings as the visiting Hous-
ton Astros took an early lead on Max
Fried en route to a victory over the
struggling New York Yankees.

Making his 15th career start and
fourth for Houston, Alexander (3-1) did
not allow a hit until Ben Rice lined a
one-out single. Five pitches after Rice’s
hit, Alexander used his sweeper to in-
duce a double play by Aaron Judge.

Alexander had a lead before taking
the mound as Jose Altuve homered on
the first pitch he saw from Fried (12-5).
Altuve hammered a fastball into the
left-field seats for his 250th career
homer.

Diamondbacks 13, Rockies 6

Adrian Del Castillo had three hits, in-
cluding his first homer of the season,
and the Arizona Diamondbacks set a
franchise record with nine consecutive
two-out hits in an eight-run fifth for a
victory over the Colorado Rockies in
Phoenix.

Ketel Marte had two hits and three
RBIs and Geraldo Perdomo had two hits
to extend his hitting streak to seven
games for the Diamondbacks, who led
12-3 after five and finished off a three-
game sweep. Arizona has won six of its
last eight.

Brenton Doyle had two hits and his
second homer in as many games and
Ezequiel Tovar and Braxton Fulford had
three hits for the Rockies, who lost their
seventh straight.

Mariners 6, Rays 3

Cal Raleigh hit his major league-lead-
ing 45th home run of the season and
Josh Naylor also went deep as the Seat-
tle Mariners held on to defeat the visit-
ing Tampa Bay Rays for their seventh
consecutive victory.

Ha-Seong Kim doubled and homered
for the Rays, who dropped their third
game in a row.

Seattle starter Bryan Woo (10-6)
pitched at least six innings for the 23rd
straight time to open the season. The
right-hander allowed three runs on sev-
en hits, walked one and matched his ca-
reer-high with nine strikeouts.

Nationals 8, Giants 0

James Wood had a pair of two-run
doubles out of the leadoff spot, Mac-
Kenzie Gore combined with three reliev-
ers for a three-hitter and the Washing-
ton Nationals spoiled Justin Verlander’s
strikeout milestone with a thumping of
the host San Francisco Giants.

Making his 546th career start, Ver-
lander (1-9) began the day three strike-
outs shy of becoming the 10th in major
league history to reach 3,500 in his ca-
reer. He did not take long to reach that
mark, as he struck out three in the first
inning and earned a standing ovation
from the big crowd.

The rest of the afternoon’s highlights
belonged to the Nationals, who scored
four times in the second inning and nev-
er looked back en route to a second win
in the three-game series. Wood’s first
double opened the scoring with two
outs, after which CJ Abrams bombed his
15th home run of the season for the 4-0
lead.

Phillies 4, Rangers 2

Edmundo Sosa hit a solo home run
and Bryce Harper had an RBI double as
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Brewers left fielder Isaac Collins gets a postgame dunk after hitting a walk-off home run against the Mets at American

Family Field. BENNY SIEU/IMAGN IMAGES

the Philadelphia Phillies beat the
slumping Texas Rangers to sweep a
three-game interleague series in Arling-
ton, Texas.

Sosa’s solo homer in the fifth tied the
game 2-2. Philadelphia took the lead in
the frame when Bryson Stott singled,
stole second, and scored on Weston
Wilson’s hit off Rangers starter Patrick
Corbin (6-8).

Joc Pederson staked the Rangers to
the lead with a two-run home run in the
first inning that allowed Corey Seager,
who had walked, to score ahead of him.

Reds 14, Pirates 8

Spencer Steer, Miguel Andujar and
Noelvi Marte all hit homers and com-
bined to drive in 11 runs to help the Cin-
cinnati Reds outlast the host Pittsburgh
Pirates in a shootout win.

Marte followed up his three-double
performance on Saturday with three
more hits, including a three-run home
run off Pirates rookie reliever Cam
Sanders with the Reds leading 9-8 in the
top of the ninth inning.

Isiah Kiner-Falefa finished with three
hits, and four other Pirates hitters had
two apiece.

Athletics 3, Orioles 2

Willie Maclver delivered a two-run
double in the ninth inning to lift the Ath-
letics past the host Baltimore Orioles.

Two of the Athletics’ six hits came in
the final inning. Elvis Alvarado (1-0)
notched his first major-league victory
by logging the last 1% innings without al-
lowing a hit or run.

Orioles starter Cade Povich turned in
six strong innings, Jordan Westburg ho-
mered and Coby Mayo doubled in a tie-
breaking run, but those contributions
weren’'t enough. Baltimore was limited
to five hits.

White Sox 6, Guardians 4

Lenyn Sosa and Colson Montgomery
each hit first-inning homers to help the
Chicago White Sox avert a three-game
sweep by beating the visiting Cleveland
Guardians.

Davis Martin (4-9) allowed three
runs over five innings for Chicago,
which led 5-0 after three innings and
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held on to snap its six-game losing
streak. Grant Taylor retired the Guard-
ians in order in the ninth for his fourth
save of the year. Cleveland had its five-
game winning streak come to an end de-
spite the efforts of Kyle Manzardo, who
hit a pair of solo homers.

Twins 5, Royals 3, 11 innings

Luke Keaschall hit a walk-off two-run
homer in the bottom of the 1ith inning to
lift the Minnesota Twins to a win over
the Kansas City Royals in Minneapolis.

Teammates lined up to exchange
hugs and high fives with Keaschall,
whose opposite-field blast to right gave
Minnesota the series win. Keaschall fin-
ished 3-for-5 with a double, a homer
and two RBIs.

Vinnie Pasquantino hit a two-run
homer for Kansas City, which could not
hold on to a one-run lead heading into
the bottom of the eighth. Adam Frazier
went 4-for-5 with an RBI while Maikel
Garcia reached base five times with two
singles, a double and a pair of walks.

Braves 7, Marlins 1

Matt Olson, Marcell Ozuna and Mi-
chael Harris IT all homered for the Atlan-
ta Braves, who defeated the visiting
Miami Marlins.

Jurickson Profar went 2-for-5 with
an RBI and scored twice for the Braves,
who claimed four of the five games
against the Marlins in the four-day se-
ries. The Marlins jumped ahead in the
top of the second inning thanks to Liam
Hicks’ RBI single, which scored Derek
Hill after he clubbed a two-out double to
extend the inning.

Tigers 9, Angels 5

Kerry Carpenter drove in four runs,
including a three-run homer, and the
host Detroit Tigers rolled to a win over
the Los Angeles Angels.

Riley Greene knocked in three runs,
including a two-run homer, as Detroit
took two of three games during the
weekend series. Gleyber Torres reached
base three times while scoring twice
and driving in another run.

Nolan Schanuel and Luis Rengifo
each hit two-run homers for Los
Angeles.

Padres 6, Red Sox 2

Dylan Cease took a shutout into the
seventh inning, while Luis Arraez deliv-
ered a two-run double to lead the San
Diego Padres to a win over the visiting
Boston Red Sox.

In winning consecutive starts for the
first time this year, Cease (5-10) permit-
ted just four hits and two runs, walking
two and striking out seven. It marked
the first time since July 18 that Cease
had pitched past the fifth inning.

Brayan Bello (8-6) absorbed the loss
as he allowed five runs off six hits and
three walks in 5% innings, whiffing sev-
en. All the runs came with two outs, in-
cluding the pair Arraez knocked in to
initiate scoring in the bottom of the
third.

Blue Jays 5, Dodgers 4

Ernie Clement hit the first pitch of the
ninth inning over the fence in left and
the visiting Toronto Blue Jays avoided a
three-game sweep by the Los Angeles
Dodgers with a victory.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Addison
Barger hit back-to-back solo home runs
in the eighth inning to erase a one-run
deficit for the Blue Jays.

Shohei Ohtani and Freddie Freeman
homered for the Dodgers, who were try-
ing to sweep a team with a winning rec-
ord for the first time this season.

Cardinals 3, Cubs 2

Nolan Gorman atoned for a costly
throwing error by producing the game-
winning RBI as the St. Louis Cardinals
edged the visiting Chicago Cubs.

Pedro Pages hit a two-run homer for
the Cardinals, who have won three of
their last four games.

Cardinals pitcher Sonny Gray (11-5)
allowed two runs, one earned, on five
hits in seven innings. He struck out sev-
en and walked one.

Riley O’Brien retired two batters in
the eighth inning, then JoJo Romero got
the last four outs for his third save.

Matt Shaw hit a two-run homer for
the Cubs, who lost for the fourth time in
their last six games. Cubs pitcher Shota
Imanaga (8-5) allowed three runs on
four hits in 6% innings. He struck out
nine and walked none.
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SUNDAY’S BOX SCORES

St. Louis 3, Chicago Cubs 2

000- 2 8 0
10x- 3 4 1
Chicago Cubs AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Busch 1b 4 0 0 0| 0 2 .263
Suzuki dh 30 1 0 1 1 25
Tucker rf 40 1 00 1 21
Kelly ¢ 3 0 0 0| 1 0 2712
Crow-Armstrong cf 30 1 0| 0 1 .25
b-Turner ph 10 0 0| 0 0 .222
Happ If 300 0 11 21
a-Berti pr 00 0 Of 0 0 .210
Hoerner 2b 40 2 0|00 .29
Swanson ss 4 1 2 0| 0 0 .252
Shaw 3b 4 1 1 210 2 .228
Totals 3 2 8 2( 3 8
St. Louis AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Winn ss 4 0 0 0 0 1 .267
Herrera dh 30 0 0|0 1 .29
Contreras 1b 30 0 00 2 .258
Burleson If 3 0 0 00 2 .280
Hampson If 00 0 O0f 0 0 15
Walker rf 3 1 1 0[0 1 24
Gorman 3b 30 1 110 1 228
Saggese 2b 31 1 0/ 0 1 24
Pages ¢ 31 1 2,0 1 21
Scott Il cf 3 0 0 00 1 221
Totals 28 3 4 3] 0Mm

a-ran for Happ in 9th. b-flied out for
Crow-Armstrong in 9th.

E: Gorman. HR: Shaw (9), Pages (8). RBI:
Shaw 2 (30), Gorman (34), Pages 2 (35).
CS: Berti (3). SB: Crow-Armstrong (30),
Walker (6). Runners left in scoring
position: Chicago Cubs 3 (Kelly,
Crow-Armstrong, Shaw), St. Louis 1
(Saggese). RISP: St. Louis 1 for 2. GIDP:
Swanson. DP: St. Louis 1.

Chicago Cubs IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Imanaga L, 8-5 62 4 3 3 0 992 319
Keller 11 0 0 0 0 215 263
St. Louis IP H RER BB SONP ERA
Gray W, 11-5 70 5 2 1 1 792 406
O'Brien H, 4 02 000 1 113 174
Romero S, 3 11 3 0 0 1 026 198

Inherited runners: Keller 1-1, Romero 1-1.
Umpires: HP-Jimenez, 1B-May, 2B-Ortiz,
3B-Miller. T: 2:29. A: 30,540 (44,383).

Toronto 5, L.A. Dodgers 4

021- 5 9 0
010- 4 10 0
Toronto AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Lukes rf 3 0 0 0 0 0 .260
d-Kirk ph-c 2 0 0 0| 0 1 296
Bichette ss 4 2 1 0 1 1 298
Guerrero Jr. 1b 4 1 2 210 1 29
Barger 3b 4 1 1 11 0 2 .267
France dh 40 1 1) 0 2 .259
Varsho cf 2 0 0 0| 2 1 .233
Clement 2b 4 1 1 1] 0 2 .28
Loperfido If 2 0 1 0] 0 1 382
a-Straw ph-rf 2 0 0 0| 0 2 .25
Heineman ¢ 2 0 1 0] 1 1 .33
Schneider If 10 1 0|0 0 .242

Totals 34 5 9 5| 414
L.A. Dodgers AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Ohtani dh 4 1 2 1| 2 2 284
Betts ss 50 2 0| 1 1 .240
Smith ¢ 3 0 0 0| 2 1 310
Freeman 1b 3 1 1 3120 305
Hernandez rf 4 0 2 0| 0 2 .254
c-Dean pr-cf 00 0 O0f 0 O .000
e-Conforto ph-If 10 0 0f 0 0 .19
Pages cf-rf-cf 30 1 0| 2 1 .2718
Muncy 3b 30 1 0| 2 0 .61
Rojas 2b 3 1 1 0] 0 1 240
b-Freeland ph-2b 0 1 0 Of 10 .222
Call If-rf 3 0 0 0| 1 2 .269

Totals 32 4 10 4|13 10
a-struck out for Loperfido in 7th.

b-walked for Rojas in 8th. c-ran for
Hernandez in 7th. d-grounded out for
Lukes in 7th. e-fouled out for Dean in 8th.
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Mariners designated hitter Cal Raleigh hits a two-run home run agai

nst the Rays during the first inning at T-Mobile Park.
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Banda H, 8 01 000 0 0 4 348  Sanpiego AB R H BI|BBSO Awg.  Allen). RISP: Miami 1 for 7, Atlanta 1 for 5. Umpires: HP-Randazzo, 1B-Cuzzi, Baltimore AB R H BI|BBSO AVg.  ;iaggerty phech 20 1 0|0 1 263
Wrobleski H, 1 02 100 0 21 388  Tasp (f 32 2 1| 11 28 — 2B-Bellino, 3B-Vondrak. T: 3:15. A: 26,746~ Holliday 2 2.0 0 0f 30 25  Gagiarf 40 1 0{0 1 2%
Casparius H, 11 01 000 0 0 2 480 Arraez dh 40 2 2/ 0 0 295 Miami P H RER BB SONP ERA (38,544) \’:Vesctlburg% i 3 ‘1| (; g % ggg Langford cf 40 1 0[ 0 0 .23
Treinen BS, 2 20 222 0 21 463  Machado 3b 41 1 0| 0 1 297  Quantrl 40 3 1.1 0 147 509 SN enderson ss ; Tellez b 20 1 00 1 22
Vesia L, 2-2 0 211 027 261 geamt 300 1|0 2 158 Phiglipsu-l 12 2 2 2 3 35 339 Chi. White Sox 6, Cleveland 4 mﬁi‘gga::‘b § g g g % fz’ gii c-Burger ph-Tb 20 0 0] 0 0 229

s - PET » Bogaert 41 1 1] 0o 2 an  zuber 02 4 4 4 0 127 1473 : Jung 3b 40 1 0|0 2 247
Inherited runners: Fisher 1-1, Little 2-2, M‘g?ﬁ;“ 30 0 ol 1 ¢ e Bachar 02 000 0 110 318 Cleveland....000 102 100- 4 7 0 Jackson rf 30 1 0[ 0 2 .25 Higashioka ¢ 40 1 0| o 2 258
Hoffman 2-1, Fluharty 3-3, Banda 1-1,  [jyreanoif 300 0 1 2 210  Faucher 10 000 0 117 340 CWS.uee.w302 001 00x- 6 11 1 d-Nodapherf 00 0 0f 10 098 foals 34 2 7 2310
Casparius 1-1. IBB: Lauer (1), Rodriguez  cronenorth 20 2.1 1 121 244 Atlanta IP H RER BBSONP ERA  (ieyeland R HBI[BESO Mg At 200 0|02 4o astruckoutfor Pederson in 6th. b-struck
gzg'L.blk’m';"Be;: bHP-Be_lrrbgris ;B-::%)g Totals < 0 ¢ 5 8| 5w O Wenzwss s1o4 113 2es 346 wenf 400 0f 1.0 278  Adamscf 2.0 0 0f 02 000 qutforWilsonin 7th. c-lined out for Tellez

-Libka, -Reyburn. 1: 3:16. Al Hernandez H, 9 02 000 0 011 238 chneemann 3| 50 1 0|0 3 .23 b-Mayo ph 10 1 110 0 217 h
(56000), ’ a-struck out for Wong in 7th. Lee H, 12 10 100 0 116 292 Ramirez dh 50 0 0| 0 0 .289  e-Carlson pr-If 10 0 0f0 0 18 in 6th.

) w .h' ton 8. San Francisco 0 E: Bogaerts. 2B: Arraez (23), Cronenworth Johnson 10 000 0 015 225 Manzardo 1b 4 2 2 2[00 244 Totals 30 2 5 2| 812 2B: Harper (26), Realmuto (21). HR: Sosa

lashington 8, San Francisco : . £ I Kinley 10 100 0 11 533 Adasss 41 1 0[0 2 23 - (6), Pederson (4). RBI: Harper (49), Sosa

. (16). RBI: Gonzalez (39), Tatis Jr. (46), — Martinez cf 41 1 0| 0o 23 awalked for Schuemann in Tth. ) TS 4
Washington 040 101 200- 8 17 0  Arre; 9 (44), O'Hearn (3), Bogaerts (43),  Inherited runners: Zuber 2-2, Hernandez  ayfus f 30 0 0 10 29 b-doubled for Adams in 7th. c-ran for  (27), Wilson (7), Marsh (28), Pederson 2
SF .000 000 000- 0 3 1  Cronenworth (39). SB: Machado (11).  1-. HBP: Alvarez Jr. WP: Phillips 2. Rocchio2d 30 1 0l 11 29  Urshelain9th. d-wasintentionally walked (9 SB: Stott 2 (19). SF: Marsh. S: Sosa.
Washington A R W BI|BBS0 Ave.  Bogaerts (19). SF: OHearn. Runnersleftin ~ Umpires:  HP-Pawol,  1B-Whitson, ~ Hedgesc 100 0 10 18 g ) Jacksonin 8th. e-ranfor Mayoin7th. ~ Runmers  left in  scoring position:

; i 2B-G 3B-M T 246, A DT 10 1 2000 184 Philadelphia 4  (Turner,  Harper,
Wood If 5 1.2 410 3 257 georing position: Boston 2 (Anthony 2), -Guccione, 3B-Moscoso. 11 2:46. AT 5 Nayior pr-c 10 0 o| oo as E: Bleday. 2B: Rooker (28), Maclver (5), - ,
Hassell Il f 9 0 0 0100 2 5anDiego 4 (Tatis Jr., Machado, Fermin2). 31,203 (40,684). Totals 35 4 7 4/ 46 Jackson (7), Mayo (8). 3B: Jackson (1). HR:  Castellanos, Sosa), Texas 1 (Garcia). RISP:
Abrams ss 52 2 2|10 1 268 il 4 - ’ e N y i i . .
Bell dh 40 3 0] 1 0 235  RISP: Boston 1 for 5, San Diego 3 for 8. Houston 7, N.Y. Yankees 1 ?-i. \:hitersfox AR W G0 A Westburg (14). RBI: Thomas (5), Maclver 2 $2;!:g?|phla 2 for 10. GIDP: Harper. DP:
DeJong 2b 50 3 2[00 243 auchman . X i .
ngzn% O I A GIDP: Bregman, Rafaela, Arraez. DP: .101 020 003- 7 12 0  soeapp 31 2 3l oo o (6),Westburg(2‘9),Mayo(18).CS.Herna|z - _ R BT TRT
Adams ¢ 52 2 0|l 0 1 87 Boston 1, San Diego 2. ..000 000 100- 1 3 0 Benintendi dh 40 10| 0 2 2% I(zf),A”en (1).§B.Hend.e3[son (l\sz{lnqnner; -
ile rf- Robert Jr. cf 4 1 1 0| 0 0 .222 t in scorin osition: thletics Wheeler W, 10-5 50 3 2 2 3 783 268
vl r1f 420100 25 Boston P H RER BESONP ERA  jouston AB R H BI[BBSO AVG.  Montgomery ss 32 1 1] 10 23 " 9 b Banks H, 5 0 100 0 215 316
House 3b SO0 1002 M BeloLss 52 6 5 5 3 7106 325  Penass 50 0 0[ 0 2 315  poactd s o 1 1| o2 % (Langeliers 2), Baltimore 4 (Westburg, 0 5”0 10 100 00 9 32
T otalg wesw sl1s Murphy 01 000 1 117 305 Correa3b 52 2 1 0 1 281 Teelc 40 1 1] 0o 1 250  Jackson 2, Jackson). RISP: Athletics 2 for  kerkering H, 18 0 100 00 8 268
SonFrancioce A R W B5B50 A ?Eissgff" 13 ﬁ 3 ; (: :gg igg c\}ﬂlll:'ejg i g % 1 ﬁ ; gg Baldwin If 300 000 228 6, Baltimore 1 for 9. DP: Athletics 1, Duran S, 4 10 100 0 112 000
. - ampbel : = alker E Taylor If 10 0 0f 0 0 222 i
Ramos If 4.0 1010 1 28 G biego P H RER BBSONP ERA  Caratinic 40 0 0| 0 1 26 popes 209 8|00 d% Baltimored. Toxas P H RER BESONP ERA
McCray If 00 0 0| 00 143 z TS 60 422 2 78 am Sanchez If 30 0 0] 0 2 .25 Totals 4 61 6| 2 5 Athletics IP H RER BB SONP ERA Corbin L, 6-8 41 4 3 3 3 178 400
RZ:::;; ] IS~ v 02 100 022 173 Ttﬁmme”hlfzb 1999088 % a-ran for Fry in 6th. b-doubled for Hedges ~ Morales 22 .0 0 0 5 457 193 V’\\dllllr?:r 55 000 o 11 o
Flores dh 40 0 0|0 1 26 Woreion H,18 02 000 111 200 vl 50 1 202 29 inéth : Ferguson 12100 038 s g, 20 000 0 176 0%
jorgan .. .. - | . . - -
g?ﬁmta;sb S0 0 oo o o N i the Tth ,‘Dﬂlé%f)':"fﬁklfd 202 %% 2% E:Baldwin. 2B: Martinez (20), Fry (3). HR:  Stemer W2 11 0 324 426 Maton 0111 00m 2%
Lee of 30 0 o] 0o 2 256 Ceasepitc ed to 2 batters in the 7th. Tota 9 712 7 410 Manzardo 2 (20), Sosa (14), Montgomery ~ Newcomb 0 100 10715 308 M|Ine.r pitched to 1 batter in the 6th.
Bailey ¢ 30 1 0|0 2 o Inherited runners: Murphy 3-2, Adam 2-0,  SeE—— 2 R W Bieeso Ay (9).RBE:Manzardo2 (52),Fry2(17),Sosa3 ~ AwaradoWit0 12 000 2 23 304 Ipherited runners: Milner 22, Winn 1-1.
Knianer ¢ 900 0fo0 im Morejon 3-3, IV_Iorgian 1-1. HBP: Yoshida, Grisharm cf 30 0 0| 12 245  (48), Montgomery (25), Mead (12), Tee| ~ Baltimore P H RER BBSONP ERA  HBp:  Bader. Umpires:  HP-Tosi,
Giber R Tatis Jr.. Umpires: HP—}Be.ck, 1B.—Rehak, Sz.cdemdh g g 01 g 1 g _g; (12). SB: Rocchio (4), Teel (2). SF: Sosa. EZ:-:h 61<: g 3 3 % ;gg 4551)2 1B-Gonzalez, 2B-Ballou, 3B-Blaser. T:
E: Chapman. 2B: Wood 2 (25), Bell (12), Lile zfg_gzgy’ 3B-Bucknor. T: 3:00. A: 43,323 Bill?neger rf-If 20 0 0| 0 1 212 Runnersleftinscoring position: Cleveland  gnns, 1 02 000 0 2m ag 230 A 32444 (40518).
(10). HR: Abrams (15). RBI: Wood 4 ’(77) (39,:860). Chisholm Jr. 2b 4 1 1 ol o 1 237 6 (Schneemann 2, Ramirez 2, Manzardo ~ AkinL,3-2BS,4 10 2 2 2 1 222 356 Milwaukee 7, N.Y. Mets 6
Abrams 2 (45), DeJong 2 (12). SB: Young Seattle 6, Tampa Bay 3 Eosr?al?‘stz::z’) E_ﬁ ; g ? g g f: ggg 2), Chi. White Sox 5 (Sosa, Robert Jr,  Inherited runners: Ferguson 11,  NYM........211 110 000- 6 10 O
(12). Runners left in scoring position: ~ TampaBay..011 100 000- 3 8 0  \oppess 500 0 11 o Montgomery, Rojas 2). RISP: Cleveland 1 Newcomb 1-1, Alvarado 1-1. IBB: Alvarado  Milwaukee..000 320 011- 7 12 0
Washington 5 (Abrams, DeJong, Lowe 3).  Seattle........400 000 11x- 6 9 0  McMahon3b 2 0 0 1| 0 0o 250  for10, Chi. White Sox 2 for 9. (1). Umpires: HP-Ramos, 1B-Traynor, sy B R W B B0 &
RISP: Washington 5 for 12. GIDP: Adams. Wells ¢ 2.0 0 0f 1 1 208  Cleyeland IP H RER BBSONP ERA  2B-Torres, 3B-Barrett. T: 2:54. A: 23183  |ing, et 200 ol on
pp-é an ol on] o sacams: g'ar;“:;:?cf Ag ': l; Br: Bg sg ‘;‘;% Touls B 13 157 Cecconi L, 5-5 30 8 55 1 468 4N (44487)’ I Sotort 42 2 1| 10 25
: San Francisco 1. i - : - - - ecconi L, 5- Y ; ,487). 0 .
_ Diaz b 40 1 1|0 1 21 a-singled for Trammell in 9th. b-singled Allard 20 3 11 1032 263 Cincinnati 14, Pittsburgh 8 Nimmo If 2 0 0 0] 2 0 249
IP H RER BB SONP ERA Lowe 2b 40 0 0|0 2 2n for Dominguez in 7th. Festa 20 000 0 119 414 L. N ” g Alonso 1b 4.1 2 1100 .264
Gore W, 5-12 60 3 0 0 11096 409 Eammgrr]wb 4 ql ! g (: ] ggﬁ 2B: Walker 2 (19), Smith (19), McCormick ~ Hermandez 10 000 00 9 85  Cincinnati 004 003 025- 14 14 1 Eiﬂf.'c'.ﬁ"éb i g I (2! %g:
owe . ) ’ . . . .
henty 100000 02 38 dcdac 200 0|00 18 (5.HRCorrea(9),Altuve (21). RBI: Correa  Chi- White Sox P H RER BBSONP ERA  Pittsburgh.000 310 130- 8 16 0  pyjinscf 41 1 1 0 1 67
Beeter 170 000 0 110 300  Kimss 3 1 2 2[ 10 28 (37), Altuve (63), Walker (63), Urias (35), E’i':;‘r't"HWb“'g ﬁg H g g 3 % 3[7) 47 Cincinnati AB R H BI|BBSO Avg. TBatyzb ‘3‘ ; ! 3 g (2) 22%2
San Francisco P H RER BBSONP ERA  hanoum 50 o S| 8 2 25 Smith 2 (48), Dubon (25), McMahon (6). | gzure 1t 100111 0 115 420 e 40 L2 s e phec 100 0/ 00 242
Verlander L, 1-9 50 11 5 5 1 6101 453 a-Morel ph-If 20 0 ol o 2 208 SF: McMahon. Runners left in scoring Booser H, 8 0 000 0 110 491 N‘Ilchaian 70 0 1 0 0 22 Totals 33 61 6| 4 6
Bivens 30 53 1 0 247 466  Totals 35 3 8 3/ 212 position: Houston 8 (Pena 2, Caratini, ~ Taylors4 10 000 018 39 peracruzss 52 2 1| 12 217  Milwaukee AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.
Koss _ 10 100 001 000 See AB R H BI|BBSO Avg.  Sanchez 2, Dubon 2, McCormick), NY.  Martin pitched to 2 batters in the 6th.  Andujardh 3.3 2 3111 35  Dubin3b 3.0 0 0f 00 25
Unpires: ~ HP-Bacon, TB-Hudson,  mcurenst 4179/ 70°1 20 Yankees1 (Wells). ISP: Houston 3for 12, Allard pitched to 2 batters i the 6th. 251" 533 4|01 it 3239500 2
2B-Gibson, 3B-Blakney. T: 2:24. A: 40,089 ¢ ; GIDP: Judge. DP: Houston 1. Inherited runners: Festa 2-1, Eisert 2-0. ) :
’ ’ Rodriguez cf 3 1 2 0| 0 1 .256 - A ’ - Stee_r1b 52 3 4]0 0 24 Contreras dh 4 2 3 30 0 .255
(42,300). Naylor 1b 2 2 1 1| 1 0 288  Houston P H RER Besone erA WP Festa.  Umpires: HP-Moore,  Trevinoc 51 1 0(0 1 254  Vaughnb 40 1 00 1 348
Arizona 13, Colorado 6 Suarez 3b 4012001 105 GanderW31 60 10 0 3 35 5oz 1B-Fletcher, 2B-Visconti, 3B-Jones. T:  [ace® P R T goo oo m
Colorado...021 000 300- 6 16 0  Garverc 20 0 021 25 Gw@ o1 2 101000 206 229, A 19,750 (40,615). I Pittsburgh AB R H bI|BBSO Ay  Monasterio2b R A
Arizona.....310 080 10x- 13 17 0  Canzonerf 40 2 1100 280 g 10 000 0 314 310 Detroit 9, L.A. Angels 5 Horwitz b 5 1 2 1/ 0 1 266  Ccrreickpn :
Crawford ss 2 0 0 0| 2 2 .263 -P h 1 222 Jansen ¢ 3 1 2 0| 10 .23
Colorado AB R H BI|BB SO Avg.  Totals 306 9 6/ 539 N.Y. Yankees IP_H RER BB SONP ERA .000 021 020- 5 7 1 9P e 9SS 22 Lodidgertef 300 of 11 219

i - : y - Ortiz ss 40 2 300 223
¥°"laklf i g g g g g »ggi a-struck out for Peters in 7th. Fried L, 12-5 50 8 4 4 1 394 294 210 402 00x— 9 10 O  Reynoldsdh 41 2 0f 10 om Oz a0 2399
ovar ss - e . Williams 1.0 000 0 3 11 560 LA Angel 2B R H BI[BBSO A Cruz cf 5 1 1 1] 0 2 207
b-Schunk ph-ss 10 0 0/ 0 1 207 2B Simpson (10), Lowe (14), Kim (2),  Headrick 20 000 2 442 337 LA Angels B R B BIBESO M Gonzales2d 412 0| 10 28  agingled for Durbin in Tth. b-grounded
50,3"1’“3?“*“ ‘: g ; g g g -12;;’3 Mangum (12). 3B: Simpson (2). HR: Kim  Hill 10 433 102 30 oo M I Suwlinskirf a1 2 1010 a6 e ens in 9th. c-flied out for
a-Nola pl ] . . D N b Tri 4 1 1 0f 1 2 a78 .

Bernabel b 50 1000 33 (2 Raleigh(45) Naylor(4). RBIDiaz (67),  Inherited runners: Abreu 3-2. HBP:  Troutdh 2 1.0 0f 2 1 238 avis ¢ Monasterio in 8th. d-walked for Perkins in
K Raleigh Nayl e N A Ward If 20 0 ol 2 0 23 Davis ¢ 30 1 0/0 1 N
Karros 3b 5 1 2 200 1 364 im 2 (5), Raleigh 2 (98), Naylor (7),  Caratini, Sanchez. WP: Headrick. Umpires: Werd I 2000129 B8 bwccutchen ph 00 0 1|10 247 gth.
E:,y,::"c;ezrf g } % 3 2 3 gi ?3u)are§2(5), C(a1;|202§ (12\)' CS:Arozaz;g)a HP-Thomas, 1B-Scheurwater, 2B-Merzel,  pengifo 3b 42 2 200 1 252 Eiar:;fhlef“b s 92939 2 2B:Alonso 2 (29), Collins (13), Jansen (1).
: uarez (1). SB: Arozarena . " 1246, A ; . : ¢ !
Zum’édcm : 3 39 8 8 21':;3 Runners left in scoring position: Tampa 38-Baker. T: 2:46. A: 43,658 (46,672). &?&Z"ff i g 0 g ? 2133 Totals 42 816 6] 5 8 HR: Mullins (1), Baty (12), Collins (8),
\mador N lo . o, o N N o
Totals 40 616 6| 1 5 Bay 4 (Caminero, Kim, Peters 2), Seattle 5 Minnesota 5, Kansas City 3 (1) Teodosio cf 3 1 0 o 0 1 204 a-groundedintoadouble play for Horwitz Contreras 2.| (12). RBI: Soto (67), AIol?_so
Arizona AB R H BI|BBSO Avs. (Arozarena 2, Raleigh, Naylor, Suarez). .100 000 200 00- 3 9 O  Totals 32 57 557 in 9th. b-walked for Davis in 7th. (g:i),BMcNe?:G(3%),"Maurllc(|)o ((1:0)’ Mu m;
Carrol 1f 52 2 1|02 245  RISP: Tampa Bay 1 for 11, Seattle 2 for 9. .002 000 010 02- 5 7 0  Detoit AB R H BI|BBSO Avs  E Mclain. 2B: Marte (12), Steer (16), (2, Baty (36), Collins (40), Contreras
McCarthy rf 00 0 0|00 59 . , Keith dh 31 1 02 1 262 Hayes (11), Horwitz (15), Gonzales (9) (52), Ortiz 3 (40). SB: Lindor (18), Soto
Marte 25 41 2 3| 0 0 29 GIDP: Suarez. DP: Tampa Bay 1. Kansas City AB R H BI[BB SO Avg. Torres 2b 32 1 1 20 2n ay s , G y (18). s: Nimmo. Runners left in scoring
Kaiser 2b 101 100 13 Tammasa P W RER BB SONP ERA i rf 5 10 0| 1 1 24  Carpenterrf 4 2 2 4| 0o 1 269  Kiner-Falefa (15). HR: Andujar (1), Marte A - .
. pa Bay Garcia ss 41 3 0| 2 1 3038  Greenelf 5 2 2 3| 0 1 269 8) St 14). RBI: Friedl (39). McLai position: NY. Mets 2 (Mullins 2),
ge*".‘"l"j’ﬁﬁ a2 3ol a1 B owserL 64 50 6 4 4 3 494 284  pasquantino dh 5 1 1 2[ 10 258  Torkelsonb 30 1 0| 10 241 (8), Steer (14). RB: Fried! (39), McLain Milwaukee 5 (Durbin, Seigler 2, Vaughn
. 4 1 1 24 erl, - ! - : i
Barrosa If 00 0 0| 0o ‘m  Cleavinger 10000 101 209 Perezlb-c 4.0 0 0| 1 1 246  McKinstry 3b a0 1 101 e (39),DelaCruz(74), Andujar 3 (3), Marte 2). RISP: NLY. Mets 4 for 9, Milwaukee 2 for
Dol Cactilo dh s 2 3 3| 0 1 55  Baker 0 111 0 220 44 Frazier 3b 50 4 1/ 0 0 302 Dingler ¢ 40 1 0l 0 o 269 4(33), Steer 4 (54), Horwitz (33), Cruz 3 GIDP: Lindor. Al | Milwaukee 2 for
Locklear 1o 5 1 1 0[ 0 2 16 e 10 2 11 1324 43 india2b 50 0 0f 0 1 26  Sweeneyss 31 1 0[] 10 209 (51), Suwinski (5), McCutchen (40), - < Lindor, Alonso, Vaughn. DF: ..
Thomas cf 5 1 1 1] 0 2 2% Seattle IP H RER BB SONP ERA Rave If 4.0 1 0| 1 1 200 Baez cf 4 1 0 0| 0 0 .265 Kiner-Falefa 2 (32). SB: De La Cruz (31). SF: Mets 1, Milwaukee 2.
McCann ¢ 42 2 2|0 1 254 Maile ¢ 300 0f 1 2 204 Totals 33 910 9 6 4 . > N PN
Alexander 3b 31 2 1| 10 27, (|WeoWwi06 60 7.3 3 1999 308 . inph-1b 00 0 0] 10 202 - McLain. Runners left in scoring position: ~ NY.Mets IP_ H RER BB SONP ERA
Totals o1 1713 210 Va3 12100 1239 159 jepelcf 40 0 o[ 0 1 23 E Moore 2B: Neto (24), Rengifo (14),  Cincinnati 4 (De La Cruz, Hays 2, Hayes), ~ Manaea 40 6 4 4 2 58 433
: ; : s i : : 00111 120 2.

a-lined out for Goodman in 9th. b-struck ~ Brashs.3 0000 011 s = e R Carpenter (15). HR: Schanuel (10), Rengifo  pittsburgh 8 ~ (Pham 2, Triolo 2, SN 10000 603 om

T - - AB R H BI[BBSO Avg. (7), Carpenter (21), Greene (27). RB:  Kiner-Falefa 4). RISP: Cincinnati 5 for 13 fed W 200 0010 i
out for Tovar in 8th. Inherited runners: Vargas 2-2. HBP:  Martin cf 5 1 1 000 1 26  Schanuel 2 (48), Rengifo 2 (29), O’'Hoppe Pittsburgh 4 for 18. GIDP: Peguero Pham. HZIQ:ISYB’SS 02 211 1 124 338
2B: Tovar 2 (15), Bernabel (6), Karros (2),  Arozarena, Rodriguez, Naylor. Balk:  Clemens 1b-If 410 0 1T 230 (40), Torres (57), Carpenter 4 (45), Greene A * ' " Dzl 52 01 111 0 01 160
Amador (7), Carroll (21), Marte (17), Kaiser ~ Houser  (2).  Umpires: HP-Johnson, iifafﬁc'ﬁﬁf’m AN A (é?) McKins,try ?39). SF: Ca’rpenter. D.P:.Clnt.:mnatl 2 e ¥ W RER BESONP ERA
(1), Del Castillo (3). HR: Doyle (10), Del 1B-Wolcott, 2B-Clemons, 3B-De Jesus. T: Roden If 300 ol o 2 197 Runners left in scorin sition: LA Cincinnati IP H RER BB SONP ERA -

i : 44 A: Julien ph-Tb 10 0 0|00 19 9 po Littell 42 9 4 4 0 383 386 oSt 41106 61 275 349
Castillo (1). RBI: Karros 2 (3), Doyle 2 (38), 2:44. A: 37434 (47,368). Earlr:alteiﬂff 20 0 0189 2% Angels 4 (Schanuel, Trout, Adell, Barlow W, 6-0 5 200 0 13 am Hall 32 0 0 0 2 456 283
Amador 2 (10), Carroll (60), Marte 3 (48), Atlanta 7, Miami 1 Leess 40 0 0| 0o 1 26 OHoppe), Detroit 2 (Greene, Dingler).  MoliH,1 WO 11 121 g9 2 (MearsW33 10 000 1018 268
Kaiser (2), Perdomo (76), Del Castillo 3 (7), 000-— 1 6 0  b-lewispr3b 00 0 0|l 0 0 23 RISP: L.A. Angels 2 for 11, Detroit 4 for 6. Mey H, 3 01 000 3 019 350 Manaea pitched to 1 batter in the 5th.
Thomas (32), McCann 2 (7), Alexander a0x- 7 9 1 Coeerc 3 1.0 0f 12 17  Gpp: Schanuel, Adell, Baez. DP: LA. ’S‘S{‘C“”“ H,15 1‘3 ; 3 3 3 ]%‘; ‘;‘5’2 Inherited runners: Garrett 1-0, Diaz 2-2,
(17). Runners left in scoring position: ar :f.zf.ira'd 3b-ss s 225 % Angels1, Detroit 2. e - : Hall 1-1. HBP: Lindor. WP: Diaz. Umpires:
Colorado 4 (Moniak, Tovar, Karros 2), Miami AB R H BI|BB SO Avg. : IP H RER BB SONP ERA HP-Wills, 1B-Barksdale, 2B-Little,
Arizona 3 (Perdomo, Gurriel Jr, Thomas), ~ Edwards 26 4.0 2 0100 305  agrounded out for Roden in 9th. b-ran LA Angels P H RER BBSONP ERA  pyroys 50 344 1674 486 ap aAqditon T: 2:52. A: 42,461 (40,100)

. i o Pauley 3b 0.0 0 0100 215 ¢ a0in10th. c-walked for Maile in 10th KochanowiczL, 310 30 9 7 6 2 184 619  RamirezL,1-1 1M 433 2 240 540 -1 80s A8y H199)
RISP: Colorado 5 for 16, Arizona 10 for 15.  Hernandez rf 40 0 0| o2 30 forleeiniOth.c-walkedforMaileini0th. — co-ien S0 1202 4 385 318  Moreta 1222 0 130 386
Colorado P W RER BESONP ERA  Stowersdh 2 0 0 of 1 1 285  2B:Garcia (31), Keaschall (6). 3B: Martin Dot AT Sow | Boruck 01 100 0 010 455

b-Johnston ph-dh 10 0 ol oo 18 (1), HR: Pasquantino (20), Keaschall (2), o Sanders 01 4 55 2 0311038

Gordon L, 2-5 42 121010 0 6 77 837
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GOLF

LIV GOLF

Dean Burmester celebrates after winning the individual championship at LIV

Golf Chicago at Bolingbrook Golf Club. MELISSA TAMEZ/IMAGN IMAGES

Burmester wins Chicago
event in 3-way playofl

Todd Kelly
Golfweek | USA TODAY NETWORK

The threesome making up the final
group at the final day at LIV Golf
Chicago were each seeking their first
win of 2025. One of them, a rookie,
was seeking his first professional win
anywhere.

Dean Burmester began the final
round with a two-shot lead over a pair
of Spaniards, Jon Rahm and Josele
Ballester.

“Going to have to brush up on my
Spanish,” Burmester quipped after
learning who he’d be playing with
Sunday.

It would end up being those three in
aplayoff, after Burmester made a clutch
par on the18th hole, his last in the shot-
gun start format. He would only shoot
even par on Sunday but his 9-under fin-
ish sent him to bonus golf and on the
first playoff hole, Burmester would be
the only one to make birdie, making
quick work of the playoff.

“This has been emotional,” Burmes-
ter said on the telecast moments after
winning. “Since kind of before Virginia,
I've been going through a bit of a rough
time, personal stuff, and I've just been
grinding and trying to get better. I think
about my kids and my wife back home,
and I'm just trying to do the best I can
for them. My wife finished an ultra
marathon the week of West Virginia.
That Sunday I was on my phone watch-
ing her, and that truly gave me an in-
spiration tokind of. ... if she can do that,
she can run 90 whatever kilometersina
day, nine and a half hours or whatever it
was, then I can do anything.”

Burmester banked the $4 million
first-place prize.

Stinger GC would then win the team
title in a playoff, ending a 31-event LIV
team drought.

Chicago was the second-to-last reg-
ular-season event for LIV. Next week
it’s the LIV Golf Indianapolis event, fol-
lowed by the LIV Golf Team Champion-
ship in Michigan.

PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS

Steve Allan holds up the Boeing Classic trophy after winning the tournament at

The Club at Snoqualmie Ridge on Aug. 10 in Snoqualmie, Washington.

STEPHEN BRASHEAR/GETTY IMAGES

Allan mounts comeback
to win Boeing Classic

Todd Kelly
Golfweek | USA TODAY NETWORK

Steve Allan overcame a four-shot
deficit to start the final round Sunday to
win the 2025 Boeing Classic. Allan’s 7-
under 65 at The Club at Snoqualmie
Ridge near Seattle was enough to over-
come 36-hole leader Stewart Cink, who
closed with a 2-under 70.

Allan won for the third time this sea-
son on the PGA Tour Champions. That
ties him with Angel Cabrera and puts
him one back of Miguel Angel Jimenez,
who has four wins in 2025.

Allan’s final round was bogey free
and showcased seven birdies, includ-
ing a final one on the par-518th hole to

finish at 15 under.

After signing his scorecard, he
played the waiting game to see if that
number would hold up.

Cink birdied the 15th and 16th holes
and made par on the 17th to get to14 un-
der but found a greenside bunker on the
18th hole and could do no better than
par at the last.

Darren Clarke and Ernie Els — who
started his week throwing out the cere-
monial first pitch before a Mariners
game on Tuesday — shot matching
Sunday 66s to tie for third at 13 under.
Alex Cejka was solo fifth at 12 under.

Charles Schwab Cup standings lead-
er Miguel Angel Jimenez shot 71 and
finished T14.

Golf

Continued from Page 1NS

The top 50 in the FedEx Cup points
standings advance to the second round
of the playoffs, the BMW Champion-
ship, which will be held at Caves Valley
Golf Club at Owings Mills, Md., begin-
ning Thursday.

Rose won for the 12th time on the PGA
Tour and became the first winner on
Tour age 40 or older this season. His last
Tour win came at the 2023 AT&T Pebble
Beach Pro-Am.

“When I bring my best, I know I'm
good enough to play and compete,” Rose
said. “And to now win against the best
players in the world, it’s a very gratify-
ing day for me and a lot of hard work
coming to fruition.”

Rose began his charge in regulation
shortly after a bogey at the par-4 12th
hole to move up the leaderboard. It al-
lowed him to pass Scheffler, who shared
the lead for several holes on the back
nine.

Rose didn’t play any practice rounds
before the start of the St. Jude and he
skipped the Wednesday pro-am be-
cause of illness, but the absences didn’t
affect his play.

Rose had a chance to win on the 72nd
hole, but his 13-foot birdie putt slid past
the hole forcing the playoff with the 34-
year-old Spaun. He had the exact same
putt on the first playoff hole.

Spaun thought he had a solid oppor-
tunity to extend the playoff to a fourth
hole with a 7-foot birdie attempt.

“It (stinks) to miss a 7-footer, but
tricky read and I pulled it a little bit,”
Spaun said. “But yeah, I hung in there
the best I could, and he beat me to the
hole first. Just wasn’t meant to be.”

For Fleetwood, it also wasn’'t meant
to be. He once again was denied the op-
portunity to win for the first time in 15
years on the PGA Tour. Entering the final
round with a one-stroke lead, he was
unable to hold a two-stroke lead with
three holes to play. He had a par-bogey-
par finish.

“I'm obviously disappointed,” Fleet-
wood said. “But I was next to somebody
(Rose) who played unbelievable golf
down the stretch.”

\
\V
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J.J. Spaun putts on the ninth green during the final round of the FedEx St. Jude Championship. STEVE ROBERTS/IMAGN IMAGES
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Zverev rolls into 3rd round at Cincinnati

REUTERS

German third seed Alexander Zverev
swatted aside home hope Nishesh Basa-
vareddy 6-3, 6-3 in the second round of
the Cincinnati Open on Sunday, as Ca-
nadian Open winner Ben Shelton ad-
vanced when Argentina’s Camilo Ugo
Carabelli retired injured.

The 2021 champion Zverev never
faced a break and closed out the evening
program on the Grandstand with one of
a dozen aces across the match, as he
tuned out the rowdy U.S. crowd that was
squarely in his opponent’s corner.

He will meet American Brandon Na-
kashima in the third round.

Fresh off winning the biggest title of
his career in Toronto, American Shelton
was up a set and a break when Ugo Ca-
rabelli stopped short and clutched his
knee in pain in the fourth game of the
second set.

The Argentine tried to play on after
taking a medical timeout but could not
continue, clearing a path for Shelton to
next face Spaniard Roberto Bautista
Agut, who beat Briton Cam Norrie 6-4,
6-3 earlier in the day.

Carlos Alcaraz bounced back from a
mid-match slump to down Bosnian Da-
mir Dzumhur 6-1, 2-6, 6-3, as he hopes to
keep his extraordinary run on track after
reaching the finals of his last six tourna-
ments.

After a routine start, the second-
ranked Spaniard racked up an unchar-
acteristic number of unforced errors in
the second set before regaining his com-
posure, outfoxing his opponent at the
net before closing it out with a solid
forehand shot.

“I have to be better, for sure. I started
the match really well, feeling the ball
pretty good,” Alcaraz, who next faces
Serbia’s Hamad Medjedovic, told the
Tennis Channel. “I just want to feel
much better in the next round.”

Second seed Coco Gauff overcame
early problems on serve to cruise past
China’s Wang Xinyu 6-3, 6-2, keeping
her composure despite eight double
faults in the first set to book a meeting
with Ukraine’s Dayana Yastremska in
the third round.

The 2023 champion converted on all

Alexander Zverev returns a shot against Nishesh Basavareddy during th
Center. PHOTOS BY AARON DOSTER/IMAGN IMAGES

five break point chances she got on Cen-
ter Court and was firing on all cylinders
as she won 20 of her last 23 points on
serve.

“Ihad a shaky start with the serve but
I was able to push through and figure
that out,” Gauff told the Tennis Channel.

‘Just taking my time and remember-
ing the things we worked on in practice
and just trying not to, I guess, fall into
the same old patterns.”

Gauff’s compatriot and former dou-
bles partner, fourth seed Jessica Pegula,
eased past Australian Kimberly Birrell
6-4, 6-3, on a day with few upsets at the
U.S. Open tune-up tournament.

American Reilly Opelka got the home
crowd going as he overcame the Aus-
tralian sixth seed Alex de Minaur 7-6
(6), 6-4, while Australian Adam Walton
knocked out the 2019 winner Daniil
Medvedev 6(0)-7, 6-4, 6-1 in another
surprise result.

e Cincinnati Open at the Lindne

r Family Tennis

Coco Gauff returns a shot against Wang Xinyu during the Cincinnati Open at the

Lindner Family Tennis Center.

NWSL ROUNDUP

Portland scores 4
goals, defeats Reign

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Reilyn Turner scored a goal and also
drew a penalty to lead the host Portland
Thorns to a 4-2 victory over the Seattle
Reign in the Cascadia derby on Sunday
afternoon.

Sam Coffey, Reyna Reyes and Pietra
Tordin also scored goals for Portland
(7-4-4, 25 points), which leapfrogged
the Reign into fifth place with the win.
Mackenzie Arnold made one save for
the Thorns, who extended their home
unbeaten streak to a franchise-record
10-matches (7-0-3).

Jess Fishlock had a goal and an as-
sist and Emeri Adames scored for Seat-
tle (7-5-3, 24 points), which had a four-
match unbeaten streak (3-0-1)
snapped. Claudia Dickey finished with
seven saves.

Adames gave Seattle al-0lead in the
third minute with her fifth goal, a left-
footed shot into the right corner off a
through pass from Fishlock.

Portland tied it, 1-1, in 18th minute
when Turner was knocked down by
Jordyn Bugg while slashing in from the
left side of the box for a penalty. Coffey
then drilled a right-footed penalty shot
into the bottom left corner of the net for
her second goal. The Thorns took a 2-1
lead in the 26th minute on Turner’s
fifth goal when she knocked in a bounc-
ing pass from Jessie Fleming from the
right edge of the six- yard box inside the
far-left post.

Reyes extended the lead to 3-1in the
55th minute with a header in the mid-
dle of the box off a deflected cross by
Olivia Moultrie.

Fishlock cut the lead to 3-2 in the
64th minute when she headed in a
cross from Madison Curry but Tordin
put Portland back up two goals 61 sec-
onds later on the ensuing kickoff with a
right-footed shot into the bottom left
corner off a through pass from Hina
Sugita.

Stars 1, Bay FC 1

Chicago Stars FC returned to Bridge-

Thorns midfielder Sam Coffey
controls the ball during the second
half against the Reign at Providence
Park. TROY WAYRYNEN/IMAGN IMAGES

view, Ill., hoping to end their nearly 11-
month run without a home win. While
they only come away with a draw
against Bay FC, it could have been
worse if not for a match-tying goal from
Shea Groom.

In the 42nd minute, the Stars (1-9-5,
8 points) drew level thanks to the side’s
aggressive press that won the ball in
their attacking third. Groom received a
pass outside of the 18-yard box after Al-
ly Schlegel laid off a pass that the veter-
an Groom dribbled past a falling de-
fender.

Groom then sent a close-range shot
into the right side of the net for the
equalizer.

The match’s first goal came as a re-
sult of poor Chicago defending that Bay
FC (4-6-5, 17 points) rookie Taylor Huff
turned into her second career goal,
which have come in consecutive
matches.

GYMNASTICS

Rivera wins all-around
at U.S. Championships

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Hezly Rivera’s Olympic gold medal
has a little company now.

Rivera, who won gold as a member
of the U.S. women’s team in the Paris
Olympics last year, won the all-around
competition at the U.S. Gymnastics
Championships in New Orleans.

Entering the final rotation with a
narrow lead over Olympic alternate
Leanne Wong, Rivera turned in the best
floor score of the meet, posting a14.200
score. Rivera finished with a112.000 to-
tal over the two-day event, eight-
tenths better than Wong’s 111.200.

Joscelyn Roberson finished third at
109.600, with Ashlee Sullivan fourth
with a 107.950.

“I'was aware it was pretty close, right
before I went on the floor, probably a
minute or two,” Rivera said on Peacock.
“It’s a little bit nerve-racking, but I just
tried to trust the process and trust God
and just let my body do what it knows
how to do”

The meet will play a role this fall
when the four spots on the U.S. team
will be set for the World Champion-
ships in Jakarta, Indonesia, in October.

Asher Hong won the men’s all-
around on Saturday.

Rivera, 17, was the youngest compet-
itor across all nations and all events at
Paris last summer. She is also the
youngest U.S. all-around champion
since Ragan Smith won the title less
than two weeks after turning 17 in 2017.

She is also the sixth gymnast since
2000 to win U.S. all-around and Olym-
pic gold, joining the likes of Simone
Biles, Shawn Johnson and Nastia Liu-
kin.

The result provided Rivera with re-
demption after she finished 12th at the
U.S. Classic in Illinois last month fol-
lowing falls on beam and bars.

With each rotation performed on
Friday and again on Sunday and both
scores added together for the meet to-
tal, Rivera posted the highest total
score on floor (28.200) and the balance
beam (28.350) and tied with Skye

Hezly Rivera performs on floor
exercise during the U.S. Gymnastics
Championships at Smoothie King
Center. STEPHEN LEW/IMAGN IMAGES

Blakely for the highest uneven bars
score (27.600).

Wong won the vault with a 28.175.

Blakely finished second to Biles in
the 2024 U.S. Championships but rup-
tured an Achilles while training two
days before the Olympic Trials.

Olympic bronze medalist Asher
Hong turned in one dominant perfor-
mance after another to capture his sec-
ond men’s all-around title.

Hong, a rising senior at Stanford,
won with an overall score 0f170.020 — a
7.465 margin over second place. The 21-
year-old also earned gold medals on
vault (29.594), floor exercise (two-day
combined total of 30.016) and still rings
(29.286) and collected silver on parallel
bars (28.100).

Frederick Richard, who attends
Michigan, was second in all-around
with a total 0f162.555, and Fuzzy Benas
of Oklahoma was third with 162.310.
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SCOREBOARD
All times Eastern Colorado (TBD) at St. Louis (Mikolas 6-9), Indiana 18 14 563 2%
7:45 p.m. Washington 14 17 452 6
Arizona (Nelson 6-3) at Texas (Eovaldi | Chicago Sky 823 258 12
MLB 10-3), 8:05 p.m. Connecticut 525 167 14%
Boston (Crochet 13-4) at Houston (TBD), Western Conference
American League EZAO l[))rT:j " o) at LA i . ;; I5. o GB
ivisi .A. Dodgers (Yamamoto 10-7) at L.A. innesota . -
East DwﬁlonL Pt GB | Angels (Soriano 7-9), 9:38 p.m. Phoenix 19 12 613 7%
Toronto 69 50 580 - | San Diego (Darvish 1-3) at San Francisco | Las Vegas 18 14 563 9
Boston 65 54 546 4 | (Webb10-8),9:45 p.m. Golden State 1315 500 M
NY. Yankees 62 56 525 6% | Tampa Bay (Pepiot 7-9) at Athletics | Seattle 1616 500 1
Tampa Bay 57 62 479 12 | (Springs10-7), 10:05 p.m. LA, Sparks 186 ok e
Baltimore 53 65 449 15% Tuesday’s Games allas -
)
Central Division Seattle (Kirby 7-5) at Baltimore (Kremer ) Saturday’s Scores
W L Pt GB | 88)635pm. Indiana 92, Chicago Sky 70
Detroit 68 51 571 - | philadelphia (Suarez 8-5) at Cincinnati | Golden State 72, LA. Sparks 59
Clevelanc_i 61 56 .521 (Singer 9_9)’ 6:40 p.m. Sunday’s Scores
Kansas City 58 60 492 9% | \jiami (Junk 6-2) at Cleveland (Allen7-9), | Minnesota 83, N.Y. Liberty 71
g'#"ﬁfq‘?ta S ig ?; ?%491 ) 4]; 6:40 p.m. Washington 91, Dallas 78
I. White Sox : Minnesota (Ohl 0-2) at NY. Yankees | Atlanta 74, Phoenix 66
West Division (Rodon 11-7), 7:05 p.m. L.A. Sparks 94, Seattle 91
W L Pt GB | Chicago Cubs (Horton 6-3) at Toronto | Las Vegas 94, Connecticut 86
w22 G
Texas 60 59 504 6% Stgnt731(gt"der 5-9) at NY. Mets (Holmes | Connecticut at Golden State, 10 p.m.
LA. Angels 56 62 475 10 -0), 1:19 p.m. - Tuesday’s Games
Athletics 53 67 442 14 ?S?Yt]rlg']t ?,(E,I?hf% :;:1‘) at Chi. White Sox | pg|ias at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
National League Pittsburgh (Skenes 7-8) at Milwaukee NY. Liberty at LA Spe:rks, 10 p.m.
East Division (Quintana 9-4), 7:40 p.m. . Wednesday's Games
) . W L Pt GB | Washington (Parker 7-12) at Kansas City | Chicago Sky at Connecticut, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia 68 49 581 - | (Wacha 6-9), 7:40 p.m. Golden State at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
N.Y. Mets 63 55 534 5% | (glorado (Freeland 2-12) at St. Louis | N.Y-Liberty atLas Vegas, 9:30 p.m.
Miami 57 61 .483 11:/: (Liberatore 6-9), 7:45 p.m. Atlanta at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Cvt;imﬁ gton 2.1, % :’g% 17£ Arizon'fl (DeSclafani 1-2) at Texas (Leiter
. 7-6), 8:05 p.m. SOCCER
Central Division Boston (May 6-8) at Houston (Arrighetti
Milwaukee -}Ag,' 4:1. GPZ‘: | 12,810 pm, MLS
Chicago Cubs &7 50 53 6 %Aﬁ'dgﬁggfrf_gh;ggag $-2)at LA. Angels Eastem Conference,
incinnati . . L N ai .
st. f_ouiit 60 59 504 14 | San Diego (Cortes 1-1) at San Francisco Philadelphia 15 6 51 44 25
Pittsburgh 51 68 429 23 | (Ray9-5),9:45p.m. . Cincinnati 15 7 449 39 32
. Tampa Bay (Baz 8-8) at Athletics (Lopez | Nashville 14 7 5 47 43 29
West Division 5-6), 10:05 p.m. Orlando City 12 6 8 44 50 34
LA. Dod b a8 Columbus 12 5 8 44 41 36
§A- Dodgers : - NFL Inter MiamiCF 12 5 6 42 50 38
an Diego 66 52 559 2 Charlotte FC 13 11 2 41 44 39
San Francisco 59 59 .500 9 )
Arizona 57 61 483 1 Preseason NY City FC 1 8 538 34 29
: . Thursday’s Scores Chicago 10 9 6 36 47 42
Colorado 30 87 .256 37% . day’s Sc
Baltimore 24, Indianapolis 16 NY Red Bulls 10 10 6 36 41 37
Saturday’s Scores Philadelphia 34, Cincinnati 27 New England 7 11 7 28 33 35
Atlanta 7, Miami 1 Las Vegas 23 S’eattle 23 Toronto FC 513 7 22 26 33
N.Y. Yankees 5, Houston 4 e, Atlanta 4 11 10 22 30 46
Washington 4, San Francisco 2 : Friday’s Scores CF Montreal 415 719 24 47
L.A. Angels 7, Detroit 4 ggt\lrgll; ;g é\slag;fo?i?‘ 10 D.C. United 415 719 22 51
Cincinnati 2, Pittsburgh 1 ’ K Western Conference
Athletics 11, Baltimore 3 New England 48, Washington 18 W T Pts GF GA
Cleveland 3, Chi. White Sox 1 ) Saturday’s Scores San Diego FC 15 7 4 49 50 32
Kansas City 2, Minnesota 0 NYY. Giants 34, Buffalo 25 Vancouver 13 6 6 45 43 28
Milwaukee 7, NY. Mets 4 Minnesota 20, Houston 10 Minnesota 12 6 8 44 43 30
Atlanta 8, Miami 6 Pittsburgh 31, Jacksonville 25 Seattle 1 6 8 4143 35
Philadelphia 3, Texas 2 L.A. Rams 31, Dallas 21 Los ,IAn%eIes FC 10 6 7 37 41 30
Chicago Cubs 9, St. Louis 1 Tampa Bay 29, Tennessee 7 Portlan 108 7373334
Arizona 6, Colorado 5 NY. Jets 30, Green Bay 10 Austin FC 3 8 138
San Diego 5, Boston 4 Arizona 20, Kansas City 17 Colorado 9 M 6333340
" : San Jose 8 10 8 32 49 45
L.A. Dodgers 9, Toronto 1 Denver 30, San Francisco 9 RealSaltlake 9 12 4 31 27 32
Seattle 7, Tampa Bay 4 Sunday’s Games FC Dallas 7 1 7 28 37 45
Sunday’s Scores Miami 24, Chicago 24 Houston 7 1M 72832 4
Minnesota 5, Kansas City 3 L.A. Chargers 27, New Orleans 13 Sporting KC 6 13 6 24 36 47
Atlanta 7, Miami 1 Aug. 15 Games Saint Louis 51 6 2127 4
Athletics 3, Baltimore 2 Tennessee at Atlanta, 7 p.m. LA Galaxy 315 7 16 28 52
Houston 7, N.Y. Yankees 1 Kansas City at Seattle, 10 p.m. Saturday’s Scores
Cincir[nati 14, Pittsburgh 8 Aug. 16 Games New England 2, D.C. United 0
Detroit 9, L.A. Angels 5 Cleveland at Philadelphia, 1 p.m. CF Montreal 1, Atlanta 1
Chi. White Sox 6, Cleveland 4 New England at Minnesota, 1 p.m. Philadelphia 1, Toronto FC 1
Milwaukee 7, N.Y. Mets 6 Green Bay at Indianapolis, 1 p.m. FC Dallas 2, Portland 0
Philadelphia 4, Texas 2 Carolina at Houston, 1 p.m. Chicago 2, Los Angeles FC 2
Washington 8, San Francisco 0 Miami at Detroit, 1 p.m. Austin FC 2, Houston 2
Arizona 13, Colorado 6 San Francisco at Las Vegas, 4 p.m. Saint Louis 3, Nashville 1
San Diego 6, Boston 2 Baltimore at Dallas, 7 p.m. San Diego FC 2, Sporting KC 0
Seattle 6, Tampa Bay 3 Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m. San Jose 2, Vancouver 1
Toronto 5, L.A. Dodgers 4 NY. Jets at NY. Giants, 7 p.m. Sunday's Scores
St. Louis 3, Chicago Cubs 2 L.A. Chargers at L.A. Rams, 7 p.m. NY Red Bulls 2, Real Salt Lake 1
Monday’s Games Arizona at Denver, 9:30 p.m. Colorado 2, Minnesota 1
Philadelphia (Walker 4-5) at Cincinnati Aug. 17 Games Charlotte FC 1, Cincinnati 0
(Abbott 8-2), 6:10 p.m. Jacksonville at New Orleans, 1 p.m. Orlando City 4, Inter Miami CF 1
Minnesota (Matthews 3-3) at N.Y. Yankees | Byffalo at Chicago, 8 p.m. Seattle 4, LA Galaxy 0
(Warren 6-5), 7:05 p.m. NWSL
Detroit (Paddack 4-10) at Chi. White Sox W L DPts GF GA
(TBD), 7:40 p.m. WNBA Kansas City 13 2 039 3210
Pittsburgh (Heaney 5-9) at Milwaukee Orlando 8 4 327 22 12
(Peralta 13-5), 7:40 p.m. Eastern °°"‘Nf°’°|'_‘°° pet s | Washington 8 4 327232
Washington (TBD) at Kansas City (Falter NY. Liberty 20 1 645 ™ | San Diego 7 3 526 2 17
7-6), 7:40 p.m. Atlanta 20 11 645 - Portland 7 4 42524 16

Seattle 7 5 324 2177
Louisville 6 6 3 2120 25
Gotham 5 5 520 19 14
North Carolina 5 6 419 19 22
Bay 4 6 5 17 17 20
Angel City 4 7 416 2127
Houston 4 8 315 17 25
Chicago 19 5 8 1229
Utah 1T 17 3 6 12 31
Friday’s Scores

Houston 2, North Carolina 1

Kansas City 1, Utah 0
Saturday’s Games

Gotham 0, Washington 0

Orlando 1, Louisville 1

Angel City 1, San Diego 1
Sunday’s Games

Chicago 1, Bay 1

Portland 4, Seattle 2

GOLF

FedEx St. Jude Championship
Sunday
Memphis, Tenn.
TPC Southwind
Purse: $20 million
Yardage: 7,288; Par: 70
Final Round (x-won playoff)
x-Justin Rose ....... 64-66-67-67-264 (-16)
J.J. Spaun............ 68-66-65-65—264 (-16)
'(rom)my Fleetwood 63-64-69-69-265
-15
Scottie Scheffler ..67-66-65-67—265 (-15)
Cameron Young ....69-65-71-64—269 (-11)
Akshay Bhatia......62-69-70-69—-270 (-10)
Rickie Fowler........66-69-66-69-270 (-10)
Andrew Novak 68-64-67-71-270 (-10)

Ludvig Aberg.. .67-67-70-67-271 (-9)
Patrick Cantlay 70-67-66-68-271 (-9)
Ben Griffin... 66-69-66-70-271 (-9)

Chris Kirk .... 68-67-66-70—271(-9)
Kurt Kitayama.........69-63-72-67-271 (-9)
Bud Cauley . 64-69-70-69-272 (-8)
Si Woo Kim.. 5-69-69-69-272 (-8)

Jhonattan Vegas...69-69-66-68—272 (-8)
Jacob Bridgeman...69-64-71-69-273 (-7)
Russell Henley .66-70-71-66-273 (-7)
Sungjae Im ..71-64-711-67-273 (-7)
Hideki Matsuyama.69-70-69-65-273 (-7)
....68-67-68-70-273 (-7)
64-72-69-69-274 (-6)
67-68-72-67-274 (-6)
.66-65-72-71-274 (-6)
JT. Poston... 70-69-67-68—274 (-6)
Aaron Rai .... ...70-69-68-67-274 (-6)
Xander Schauffele.68-72-65-69-274 (-6)
Sam Burns............... 70-71-66-68-275 (-5)
Maverick McNealy .66-66-74-69—-275 (-5)
Taylor Pendrith......69-69-65-72-275 (-5)
Justin Thomas 68-72-70-65-275 (-5)
Matt Fitzpatric 67-71-69-69-276 (-4)
Max Greyserman...70-69-69-68-276 (-4)
Viktor Hovland ....... 74-68-67-67-276 (-4)
Denny McCarthy.....70-67-72-67-276 (-4)
Davis Riley .. .72-67-70-67-276 (-4)
Kevin Yu 71-67-69-69-276 (-4)
Thomas Detry. 67-69-68-73-277 (-3)
Nico Echavarria......72-70-69-66-277 (-3)
Robert Maclintyre ...67-70-68-72-277 (-3)
Patrick Rodgers......71-68-70-68-277 (-3)
Matthias Schmid .....71-66-69-71-277 (-3)
Jordan Spieth ........ 69-70-70-68-277 (-3)
Keegan Bradley......72-70-69-67-278 (-2)
Ryan Gerard............70-69-73-66—278 (-2)
Lucas Glover 70-66-69-73-278 (-2)
Nick Taylor.. .67-71-72-68-278 (-2)
Harris English . 70-68-69-72-279 (-1)
Stephan Jaeger .....72-69-69-69-279 (-1)
Corey Conners ..71-68-70-71-280 (0)

Cam Davis... .69-72-67-72-280 (0)
Ryan Fox...... .72-71-68-69-280 (0)
Emiliano Grillo..........69-69-71-71-280 (0)
Chris Gotterup 2-73-70-66-281 (1)
Sam Stevens... 71-70-69-71-281 (1)
Wyndham Clark .......67-68-72-75-282 (2)
Jason Day ..71-68-71-72-282 (2)

Mackenzie Hughes ..71-69-70-72-282 (2)
Michael Kim.... ..72-72-72-67-283 (3)
Shane Lowry ... 3-68-71-71-283 (3)
Aldrich Potgieter 1-72-73-67-283 (3)
Jake Knapp ..712-70-70-73-285 (5)
Erik van Rooyen.. '4-69-71-71-285 (5)

..... 69-71-71-75-286 (6)
69-68-73-76-286 (6)
73-74-67-72-286 (6)
Joe Highsmith.........69-74-69-76-288 (8)
Daniel Berger.........68-75-72-75-290 (10)
Min Woo Lee........... 76-72-72-70-290 (10)

Brian Campbell.
Tony Finau....
Tom Hoge.

AUTO RACING

NASCAR Go Bowling at The Glen
Watkins Glen International
Sunday
1. (2) Shane Van Gisbergen, Trackhouse

Racing, 90 laps, 43 points.

2. (9) Christopher Bell, Joe Gibbs Racing,
90, 43.

3. (12) Chris Buescher, RFK Racing, 90, 44.
4. (10) William Byron, Hendrick
Motorsports, 90, 42.

5. (3) Chase Briscoe, Joe Gibbs Racing, 90,
34.

6. (1) Ryan Blaney, Team Penske, 90, 45.
7. (19) Daniel Sudrez, Trackhouse Racing,
90, 30.

8. (15) Bubba Wallace, 23XI Racing, 90, 29.
9. (21) Tyler Reddick, 23XI Racing, 90, 28.
10. (4) Ross Chastain, Trackhouse Racing,
90, 27.

11. (18) AJ Allmendinger, Kaulig Racing,
90, 33.

12. (29) Erik Jones, Legacy Motor Club, 90,
25,

13. (17) Ryan Preece, RFK Racing, 90, 33.
14. (11) Joey Logano, Team Penske, 90, 23.
15. (25) Austin Dillon, Richard Childress
Racing, 90, 22.

16. (13) Austin Cindric, Team Penske, 90,
21.

17. (33) Zane Smith, Front Row
Motorsports, 90, 20.
18. (8) Carson Hocevar, Spire
Motorsports, 90, 19.
19. (6) Michael McDowell, Spire
Motorsports, 90, 18.
20. (7) Alex Bowman, Hendrick
Motorsports, 90, 30.
21. (35) Noah Gragson, Front Row

Motorsports, 90, 16.
22. (5) Kyle Busch, Richard Childress
Racing, 90, 15.
23. (34) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, HYAK
Motorsports, 90, 22.
24. (28) Riley Herbst, 23XI Racing, 90, 18.
25. (22) Denny Hamlin, Joe Gibbs Racing,
90, 12.
26. (20) Chase
Motorsports, 90, 18.
27. (23) Justin Haley, Spire Motorsports,
90, 10.
28. (27) Todd Gilliland,
Motorsports, 90, 9.
29. (36) Cody Ware, Rick Ware Racing, 90,
9.
30. (32) Ty Dillon, Kaulig Racing, 90, 7.
31. (16) Brad Keselowski, RFK Racing, 90,
12.
32.(30) John H. Nemechek, Legacy Motor
Club, 90, 11.
33. (14) Ty Gibbs, Joe Gibbs Racing, 90, 6.
34. (31) Cole Custer, Haas Factory Team,
90, 3.
35. (24) Josh Berry, Wood Brothers
Racing, 90, 2.
36. (37) Katherine Legge, Live Fast
Motorsports, 89, 1.
37. (39) Josh Bilicki, Garage 66, 89, 0.
38. (38) JJ Yeley, NY Racing Team, 89, 0.
39. (26) Kyle Larson, Hendrick
Motorsports, 75, 2.

NASCAR Cup Series Point Leaders

Through Aug. 10

1. William Byron, 812.
2. Chase Elliott, 770.
3. Denny Hamlin, 731.
4. Christopher Bell, 727.
5. Kyle Larson, 727.
6. Ryan Blaney, 710.
7. Tyler Reddick, 701.
8. Chase Briscoe, 674.
9. Alex Bowman, 644.
10. Chris Buescher, 618.
11. Bubba Wallace, 610.

Elliott, Hendrick

Front Row

12. Ryan Preece, 584.

13. Joey Logano, 583.

14. Ross Chastain, 571.
15. Kyle Busch, 516.

16. Austin Cindric, 502.
17. Ty Gibbs, 493.

18. AJ Allmendinger, 489.
19. Brad Keselowski, 465.
20. Carson Hocevar, 462.

TRANSACTIONS

Sunday’s Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
ATLANTA BRAVES — Domingo Gonzalez
Designated for Assignment. P Connor
Seabold Acquired Off Waivers.
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — P Elvis Peguero
Called Up from Minors. P Cam Booser
Called Up from Minors. P Bryan Hudson
Sent to Minors. P Wikelman Gonzalez Sent
to Minors.
DETROIT TIGERS — CF Matt Vierling Placed
on 10-Day IL Strained left oblique. SS Trey
Sweeney Called Up from Minors.
NEW YORK YANKEES — 3B Amed Rosario
Placed on 10-Day IL Sprained SC joint, left
shoulder. C J.C. Escarra Called Up from
Minors.
PHILADELPHIA  PHILLIES - David
Robertson Called Up from Minors. P Alan
Rangel Sent to Minors.
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS -
Graceffo Sent to Minors.
TAMPA BAY RAYS — P Connor Seabold
Acquired Off Waivers to Atlanta Braves.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — WR Quez Watkins
cut. WR Quez Watkins Taken off IR
undisclosed.
ATLANTA FALCONS — S Ronnie Harrison Jr.
signed/unrestricted free agent. C Jake
Hanson signed/unrestricted free agent. C
Michael Gonzalez cut. S Grayland Arnold
Placed on IR undisclosed.
BALTIMORE RAVENS - RB Myles Gaskin
signed. CB Robert Longerbeam Placed on
IR knee.
BUFFALO BILLS — G Gunner Britton signed
to Detroit Lions. LB Baylon Spector cut.
LB Baylon Spector Taken off IR
undisclosed.
CHICAGO BEARS - DE Jereme Robinson
signed to New England Patriots.
DENVER BRONCOS — CB Gregory Junior
signed. DE Matt Henningsen cut.
DETROIT LIONS — G Keaton Sutherland
signed. TE Gunnar Oakes signed. RB Deon
Jackson signed. G Gunner Britton signed.
RB Jabari Small cut. TE Kenny Yeboah
Placed on IR undisclosed. T Colby Sorsdal
Placed on IR undisclosed. T Justin Herron
Placed on IR arm.
GREEN BAY PACKERS — CB Gregory Junior
signed to Denver Broncos.
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — S Ronnie Harrison
Jr. signed/unrestricted free agent to
Atlanta Falcons. LB Liam Anderson Placed
on IR undisclosed.
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - G Keaton
Sutherland signed to Detroit Lions. RB
Myles Gaskin signed to Baltimore Ravens.
LAS VEGAS RAIDERS - S Terrell Edmunds
signed. WR Seth Williams cut.
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - S Terrell
Edmunds signed to Las Vegas Raiders.
MIAMI DOLPHINS — RB Deneric Prince
signed to New England Patriots.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — S Josh
Minkins cut. DE Jereme Robinson signed.
RB Deneric Prince signed. RB Lan Larison
Placed on IR foot surgery.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — WR Chris Tyree
cut.
NEW YORK JETS — RB Deon Jackson
signed to Detroit Lions. C Jake Hanson
signed/unrestricted free agent to Atlanta
Falcons.

P Gordon

MLS ROUNDUP

Orlando City overwhelms Inter Miami

FIELD LEVEL MEDIA

Luis Muriel scored twice and had an
assist and Martin Ojeda had two assists
and a goal as host Orlando City SC rout-
ed Inter Miami 4-1 on Sunday night.

Orlando City (12-6-8, 44 points)
swept the Florida Derby season series
with a pair of three-goal victories and
leapfrogged Inter Miami (12-5-6, 42
points) in the Eastern Conference
standings.

Inter Miami played without super-
star forward Lionel Messi, who missed
his second consecutive match across all
competitions with a mild hamstring in-
jury.

Goalkeeper Oscar Ustari returned to
Inter Miami after a five-match absence
due to his own hamstring injury, but he
was greeted by a relentless barrage of
shots.

Ustari made eight saves as Orlando
City outshot Inter Miami 22-10 and 12-5
on shots on target.

Red Bulls 2, Real Salt Lake 1

Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting scored
the tying goal in the 52nd minute, and
scored the winner on a penalty kick in
the ninth minute of stoppage time after
missing a penalty kick 15 minutes earlier
as the New York Red Bulls rallied for a
win over Real Salt Lake in Harrison, N.J.

New York (10-10-6, 36 points) avoid-
ed its first three-game losing streak of
the season and earned the win thanks to
Choupo-Moting’s 14th and 15th goals.
Choupo-Moting finished with his fourth
two-goal game this season.

Zavier Gozo scored in the third min-
ute but Real Salt Lake attempted seven
shots. Real Salt Lake (9-12-4, 31 points)
fell to 5-2-1 over its past eight contests
after enduring a seven-game winless
skid (0-4-3) from May 3-31.

Rapids 2, Minnesota United 1

Darren Yapi scored his first career
brace to lift the visiting Colorado Rapids
to a victory at Minnesota United.

Yapi’s fifth and sixth goals of the sea-
son came 10 minutes apart in the second
half for Colorado (9-11-6, 33 points),
which snapped a nine-match road
league winless streak.

PR A

Orlando City forward Luis Muriel (9) celebrates after scoring a goal against Inter Miami CF in the first half at Inter&Co

Stadium. NATHAN RAY SEEBECK/IMAGN IMAGES

Tani Oluwaseyi cut Minnesota’s late
deficit in half with his 10th league goal
after also scoring three times in Leagues

Cup play.
Charlotte FC 1, FC Cincinnati 0

Wilfried Zaha's late goal propelled
Charlotte FC over a ten-man FC Cincin-
nati side in a significant road victory.

For Cincinnati (15-7-4, 49 points), the
loss is a missed chance to claim first
place in the Supporters’ Shield race after
the Philadelphia Union lost their Satur-
day match. Charlotte’s (13-11-2, 41
points) triumph means they have com-
pleted a regular-season sweep over Cin-
cinnati. The momentum of the game
shifted in the 70th minute when mid-

fielder Brian Anunga picked up a clumsy
red card. The Cameroonian stamped on
Djibril Diani’s leg while trying to stop a
counter-attack.

Zaha and Charlotte capitalized on
their numbers advantage fourteen min-
utes later. Idan Toklomati set up the
goal when he headed a stray ball in the
box towards Zaha. Zaha's one-touch
volley squeaked by Cincinnati keeper
Roman Celentano (two saves) at the
near post to give Charlotte the only goal
of the match.

Sounders 4, Galaxy 0
Danny Musovski tallied twice as the

Seattle Sounders cruised to a victory
against the Los Angeles Galaxy in Car-

son, Calif. The Sounders (11-6-8, 41
points) extended their unbeaten streak
to seven matches in MLS play (4-0-3)
since competing in the FIFA Club World
Cup. Sounders goalkeeper Andrew
Thomas, filling in for the injured Stefan
Frei (concussion), made three saves in
posting the shutout.

The Galaxy (3-15-7, 16 points), who
failed to put a shot on net in the first
half, had two chances in the opening
five minutes of the second, but Thomas
made a diving stop against Matheus
Nascimento and a routine save versus
Gabriel Pec.

Snyder Brunell, an 18-year-old mak-
ing his MLS debut, scored in the 85th
minute on an 8-yard shot off a cross
from Alex Roldan.


TECNAVIA
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